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unlimited or amiverſal nee = us 
are we led to explore that kiberty Which 
we call, religious. And in doing it 


have borrowed aſſiſtance from the 
able and celebrated writers, in 
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turtal to advert to > cher fieterogeneous 
and adverſe meafures taken by prieſts; 
winces,- 'andi-proteſtant{diflenters; im 
dai the Reformation. The two 
former have ordinarily been in direcł 
oppoſition to the latter. And it will 
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man could ever ſay in de Bees ot: pe = 
nal laws, made to diſqualify the pro- 
ſtant· diſſenter from 
repugnant to che ſenſe o 
triots. And what is worthy c 
ſervation and of admiration too, not 
8 the great diſcourage- 
ments and ilabilitics thrown. on 22 | 
of the penal laws, previous. ray 
ee, eu when the prieſt | 
nal homage to 
acious reſtraints on 
efforts of a proteſtant-difſeny | 
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the ſubject of his ruſe. and gorern. 

ment. Men of T's 101 171 l, 

1 I ko look upon the 5 ſy! ED, 
the magna charta, 2, or oreat. Charter 

of e hriſtian' liberty,, 4 55 be defirous of 
cing the agreement Wie uch the Par 

tag dium ; has with. that divine inſtitu- 
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yet, however incred . 1 


rom a ſurvey of the e pren 
ere is, at this very day, an apparent | 
decline in the profeſſion of a prote R 
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run- n high againſt this performance; 


yet ſurely no ene ean lie a- 
gainſt the argument and evidence, 
unleſs there can be no dependence on 
logical reaſoning, and hiſtorical nar- 
ratives of fact. What will increaſe 
the-difficulty is, that the accuſation 


of fault or crime, from the exerciſe of 
civil and ee ed power. in the 


province of religion, is here brou ght 


; in the expreſs words of the ſons of the 


un b ment Men who 12 
gured with diſtinction from the 


vour of the prince in the church, lack 
as Hale, Jeffery, Wake, and Hoadley, 
among the clergy; Lord Clarendon, 
the divine Herbert, and Sir Haien 
KG 6 ring the Jay. 257.3565 
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nexion. e. When he is ſhewing 
a l inevitably fello 


rerogative exprcliod: 


was: tempted. to introduce 
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— le 8 mm un- 
der ſuch an adminiftration of een 


ment, as that of Charles the II. 


the reader will keep in mind, if 


| he would do juſtice do the deſign of 
hats hiftorieal ſtrictures. P 


An Akne edgmtent f is dani lh 
pe by the author, to ſome friends 
for ſeveral curious illuſtrations; over 
and above the M. S. which gives the 
nw materials of the x" ſection. 


* may de erpecded, -by fore; that 
1 explication ſhould be given of the 
— Palladium, uſed in the title - 
> hiſtory. === It is uſed allufively 
« the Palladium in antiq 
was a ſtatue of the goddeſs Pallas, 
ved in Troy; whereen the ke 
of that city- depended---Apollo having 5 
given an oracle, which did import, 
that Toy ſhould never be taken while 
the Palladium was found within the 
walls. -It is alſo ſaid, there was an- 
_— a Auen of Pallas preſerved in 
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"N. a to a juſt idea of religious liberty, 
the conception: ſhould be clear concerning 
religion. Now religion © is a ſpiritual, 


moral, internal thing; vi. that conception we 


have of truth; or that apprehenſion of God, 
and our concerns with him, which gives the 


ſentiment, temper, taſte, or diſpoſition of the 


mind, in the whole of its action and fruition.” 


Religion is wholly perſonal ; for it abſolutely 
depends upon the uſe which a man makes of 
his own powers, his degree of attention and 
application: and ever implies in it, his aſſent 
to the force of evidence, and his conſent to 


the demands! of een or to * . of his 


Religion an can neither ſubſiſt upon force, nor 


at all conſiſt with it. No created power can 


" 
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— | give 


The PAitaDium of. -: 


ve it ſpirit or energy, by any civil eſtabliſh- 
i gi nas it is independent on all created 


| beings whatſoever, in its very nature and eſſence; 
1 only to do with truth and God. No 


other but the divine authority can poſſibly ope- 


Tate, on any en. in the * of re- 


r 


The Church ſenſe of ha is, a parti- 


cular preſcribed confeſſion of Kath and form 
or model of worſhip, unconnected with virtue 


or piety ; becauſe a man may outwardly con- 


form to the civil church eſtabliſhment without 


ſincerity or conſcience, and no human law can 
prevent the irreligion.” If therefore a magiſtrate 
mult eſtabliſh a religion. by law, as neceſlary to 
the good of civil ſociety, he muſt be ſupreme 
judge of what promiſes the moſt utility : but 
if ſuch legal eſtabliſhment! of religion be rea- 
ſonable, it muſt be every where ſo. And then 
the Tralian, the Mahometan, the Chineſe, and 
the Engliſb church eſtabliſhnients, are _— 
reaſonable and uſeful. | 


But hatt is 9 found i in > aſs eſtabliſh. 
. 8 e en e ſecular 
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WE Ent man 5 * chin care of his foul com- 
mitted to himſelf, ſo that it ſhall be no apology. for 
him in the fight of God, that others, whether 
churches, magiſtrates, or public teachers miſlead 


* 


him.“ See Liberty of conſcience in order to uni- 


verſal 1 printed 9 Pp. 77. 


Fg 
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advantage. So. far,as theſe have any influence, 


religion has no place; for religion is a ſpiritual 


and heavenly diſpoſition of the mind; conver- 


fant only with truth and God, and incapable 


So evident is it that a political eſtabliſhment 


can never be made of religion; but can only 


confult the ſecular ends of the prince, or rather, 
WO of the church; that is to ſay, the in- 


tereſis of the clergy... 1 there is not 


any, thing, more ſpiritual or refined, in all the 


ſyſtem, than the authority of the prince, and 
the... proviſions: made for the prieſts, of rich 


livings, pluralities, non- reſidences, and yet more 


| comfortable paſtoral promotions. 


A farther cogent reaſon why religion cannot 
come under a civil eſtabliſhment, is, the hu- 
man heart is not cognizable by either the prince 
or the prieſt. Neither of them are competent 
judges, in affairs, which lye only between a 
man and his maker. In the province of reli- 
gion, verily, every man is upon a level; the 
prince has no ſuperiority to the peaſant, nor the 


moſt learned cleric to the unlettered Iaic. 


21 n Fe it G 4 tat 
Men have not attended to the nature of true 


religion, elſe, they would as ſoon have aſſumed 


a deification of themſelves, as an exerciſe of 


dominion over conſcience, in matters of faith 


4 4 


* . 
* 
12 N 


; * 
d WO 334 
Y 47+ £v 5 
n — _ + ># 5 F 
„ © & 
; 2 S 7 : 1 


„ ů RS 


4 M arab 


Amazing it is, that in a land where men 
value themſelves. as free-born Britons, the fa- 
vourite ſons of liberty ſhould ever countenance 
: ſyſtem which is in violent oppoſition to the 
obleſt exertions of mental freedom. Even 
| 1 who would reſent, with indignation, afiy 
arbitrary attempts on the civil liberty of their 
perſons ; on the exerciſe of their intellectual fa- 
! or any infringements on the liberty of 
the pres —Engliſh-men are wont to plead an 
jenable right of exprefling their appre- 
| Peunen of danger and their ſenſe of injury. 
In aſſerting theſe civil and natural rights; we do 
indeed act the part of rational creatures, who 
know what are the proper claims and natural 
| pr r of humanity. How aſtoniſhing then 
$ it, that in the moſt ſacred capac ity of man, 
ve ſhould ever once admit the uſurpation; and 
be ſo unaccounitably ſtupid, as to fancy our ſouls 
_ the flaves of princes, and vaſlals of prieſts; 
ho” ſhall preſcribe for us; what we ſhall be- 
lieve, and how We ſhall worſhip! [' | 

Meß, who ho pre ame to rob us f our di 
Mandi gs, and hinder us from forming a judg - 
ment 01 ourſelves of our maker's inſtructions, 
however they may differ from others in the 
materials of their preſcripti6ns;* they are of the 
very fame vitiating and violefit operation. ''And 
an implicite homage- paid to their authority is 
altogether as mean, ſervile, and baſe, as that 
dy paid by millions to > the Roman 
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What at can it fi —5 Whether * religion of the 
ſtate be of this, of that, or of the e beds comy 
Ce” Sit 91ottss 9 

| However. ſperious the cealoning ga it is ex- 
temely deluſive and fallacious. For verily the 
terms tolęration and e/tabliſhment do not coaleſce; 
they do openly militate. And ſo far as the one 
has energy, the other has no influence. Which 


I prove thus, if rolgration does imply any thing 


— the ſenſe of the term, as here uſed, it 


muſt mean, a full liberty, in every member 


of the community, to profeſs and practiſe, purely 
upon his own conviction, in the religious pro: 
vince.” And if fo, then it will follow, that 
the civil eſtabliſhment has not one fingle ſubject 


that it can oblige to a conformity; and con- 


ſequently is, in its own nature, perfectly ab- 


| far and ridiculous ; a mere cbimera, that ei- 
ther is or may be entirely void of any im- 
preſſion. Where there is à real toleration, re- 
ligion can have. no. poſſible civil eſtabliſhment 3 


that is to ſay, where men are allowed an un- 
diſturbed enjoyment. of all their natural and 
civil rights, and may, without any inconyeni- 
ence or diſcouragement, chuſe 1 exerciſe 
their own. ehe. i 275195 

7 „int, an the) contrary, a 2 het, as A, Wn 
habe ee * the Magiſtrate, as the 


B 3 guardian 


6 ane 


eee the publię ſafety and welfare, AY 
and ought, to enforce by civil enalties, as the 
caſe requires, whatever is neceſfary to the hap- 


pineſs or welfare of civil Oociety. 80 far, 


therefore, as an eſtabliſhed religion is neceſſary 
to the peace and welfare of ſociety, fo far is the 
Magiſtrate concerned to ſee it complied withal, 


and to _ any kind of deviation, —If _ | 


an eſtabliſhment of religion be neceſſary, a 
ſeparation from it, and a toleration by law for 
ſo doing, muſt be hurtful to ſociety: hence ei- 
ther the uſefulneſs and neceſſity of an eſtabliſhed 
religion, ot the reaſonableneſs and fitneſs of . 
en eee muſt be Ben 55 and ee Th 


M a 17s 


4e The Mg, onght not to emule mankin 


by: „ Fables a mere political inſtitution, a 
creature of the ſtate in the room of chriſtianity, 


under the ſacred name of religion: for true 
| chriſtianity, the relig 
relation ko or dependence on any ſcheme of 
human policy. But a political church muſt have 
its yety being and ſubſiſtence derived from the 


laws of the e country in which ib has its ſitua- 


tion. Its minifiers and officers of every claſs do 


derive” from the ſtate, all their privileges and | 


emoluments. But its clergy being made abſo- 
lutely independent on the people, they will 


ordinarily have their ſeveral appointments, as 


other 3 have, without the choice, 


conſent, of approbation of their flocks ; which 


foes not ſeem to be at all conſiſtent even with 


5 * _ TN 1 claims of mankind; ſince 
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by theſe every man will chuſe his own phy/ict- 
an; his own lawyer; and his own confident, 


to whom he would commit any great and im 


portant truſt.” | 


Me are therefore obliged to conſider a 
church-eſtabliſhment, 1. e, a ſtate-religion, as 
founded upon the ruins of mens natural rights, 
and unalienable claims of. conſcience ; for as. 
far as theſe human eſtabliſhments have any. 


influence or impreſſion, fo far there is an autho- 
rity exerciſed which does not conſiſt with the 


ſacred, unalienable rights of mankind; and 
conſequently, fo far as ſuch eſtabliſhments are 
unfriendly to religion, they will certainly be 
injurious to the welfare of any people. - 


| Upon the whole, the argument is clear and 
concluſive ; for if religion be the moſt reaſon- 
able and uſeful expreſſion of the faculties and 


powers of the human ſoul, it will be beneficial 


to mankind, — Nevertheleſs, this is pretended; 
ſuppoſed, or taken for granted, even in the poli- 


7 tical orvivil church - eſtabliſmment. 
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Religion demands an unli mi ted Taleration on. 


HE trite and ſtale Aemeht brought N 
"| againſt an univerſal toleration, from 
the multiplicity of religious ſects being hurtful 
to a civil government,” has often been expoſed 
with good addreſs ; and ſhewn to be extremely 
ridiculous. To which purpoſe, it is well ob- 1 
ſerved, that © no — — can ariſe from that 1 
ſource, but purely from the different ſects not 
bearing with one another, and endeavouring 
each to cruſh and deſtroy the other, by me- 
thods of perſecution. Hinc prima mali labes : 
i. e. here lies the principal ſource of the evil. 
— Did each party induſtriouſly inculcate that 
roleration which I contend for, there might be 
the ſame harmony in a ſtate compoſed of ten 
different ſects, as there is in a town where the 
ſeveral kinds of tradeſmen contribute to each 
others mutual ſupport. All that could natu- 
rally proceed from it would be an honeſt emu- 
4 between them, which ſhould exceed in 
Lag. in good works, and in ſpiritual know- 

edge. The ftrife among them would only be 
which ſhould moſt approve itſelf to God by 
its zeal in the practice of virtue, which outdo 

the other in promoting the intereſt of their 
country, did the Prince Mon them all alike, 


and maintain an even balance by the diſtribu- 
| tion 
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tion of his favours and juſtice. Now it is ma- 


_ nifeſt, ſuch an emulation as this muſt be the 
| ſource of infinite public bleſſings ; and conſe- 
- quently, that ToLERATION is the thing in 


the world beft fitted for . retrieving the golden 
age, and producing a harmonious conſort of 


different voices and inſtruments of different 


tones, as agreeable, at leaſt, as that of a ſingle 
voice. What is it then that hinders this lovely 
harmony ariſing from a conſort of various 
voices and different ſounds? Tis this, that one 


religion will exerciſe a cruel tyranny over the 


underſtanding, and force conſcience; that Prin- 
cas will countenance the unjuſt partiality, and 


lend the ſecular arm to the furious and tumul- 


tuous outcries of a rabble of monks and clergy- 
men: in a word, all the miſchief ariſes not from 
toleration, but from the want of it.“ 


In another place an opinion is given concern 


ing thoſe proteflant ſtates which allow but one 


religion: if they act purely from a regard to 
the ſuppoſed falſeneſs of the opinions of other 
religions, they are wrong; for who has required 
this at their hands? Is falſehood to be overcome 
by any other arms than thoſe of truth? Is not 


attacking errors with a cudgel, the fame ab- 


ſurdity as attacking. baſtions with ſyllogiſms and 


harangue? Sovereigns therefore who would diſ- 
charge their duty aright, ought not to ſend forth 


their 


0 -r e 
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their lien, their hangmen, their a laß their 

hfe-guardmen, their pus ſiui vants, againſt thoſe 

who teach doctrines different from their own; 
but ſlip their divines, their miniſters, their pro- 
— them, and order them to endeavour A 
with all their. might, the confutation of the } 
obnoxious doctrines: but if theſe means are bw 
not ſufficient to ſilence their adverſaries, or bring 
them over to the religion of the country, they — _ 
ſhould een let them be quiet, and for the reſt, 
content themſelves with their obeying the mu- 
nicipal and civil laws of the ſtate. So much 
for what concerns thoſe doctrines which prote- 1 
ſtants conſider ſimply as „als; this falſen ee 
gives them not the leaſt WN of wa their i 
ſubjects ill. e bc 
on Aft 5: 

An Wadde 8 * hon! writer od 
before aſſigned for ſuch behaviour of the prince 
or ſtate, — xx he ſaid, no body under the 

ent diſpenſation can tell, whether a heretic 

ſincerely or maliciouſly in an error. Chriſ- ; 
tiaus are under no theocratical force of govern- 
ment; chey have a diſcipline, and canon law 4 
diſtin& from the civil: chriſtianity is not the 

fundamental conſtitution of the ſtate, in ſuch a x 
manner that a King is ſupreme in his domi- 
nions only by virtue of being chriſtian: for _ 
er an Quit b e not a tittle 1 

3 * 1e 2 i e WEny (eve t 


A 1 tetring a &o _ on | 
his game. uſed by Dryden. 5 
5 Philoſ. —— p · 228, 22g. 
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Gn EAT BarTArN and Fer and. 11 
Ti ight by being baptized, beyond what they en- 


| joyed in a ſtate of paganiſm: : and Julien the 


apoſtate reigned not leſs rightfully, than if he 
had been a chriſtian ; for which reaſon magiſ- 
trates ſhould commit the care of puniſhing 
heretics to God alone, ſo long as they diſturb 
not the public peace: I mean, ſo long as th. 
obey the laws, fince they offend not againſt thoſe 
things which magiſtrates have: a right to = 


Poll” as dhe are heretics. : 


And again, 85 treats this abject in great 
Judgment and ſupports his reaſoning, - WHEN" he 
ſays, — * the warping. mens fouls to ſuch or 
ſuch an opinion is no function of the royal cha- 
racter; in this reſpe& men are without the 


leaſt dependence upon one another; they have 


neither King, nor Queen, nor Lord, nor maſter 
upon earth. A King therefore is no way ac- 
countable for not exerciſing a juriſdiction in 


1 mattt s which —_ has not ſubjected to him. ”a 


50 W curious paſſage, this fame i inge- 
nious pen, has given the argument for the 
right of private judgment, in matters of reli- 
gion, all its force — © God, in the preſent - 
condition of man, exacts no more from him 
than a fincere and diligent ſearch after truth, 
and the loving and regulating his life by it, 
when he thinks he has found it out. Which. 
as every one ſees, is a plain argument that we 

5 are 


5 4 
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Ignorant, has it in his power to give one ſenſe 1 


e the will of God. This renders 
2. defect, which he — rectify, his jud "= 


every one ought to employ all the faculties and 4 


; 18 Fo * 
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are oblged to have the ſame 8 for 4 
reputed, as for a real truth. Whereupon all 
the objections upon the difficulties of 8 | 1 
ing the ſcriptures ee like ſo many vain phan- YZ 
toms ; ſince every man living, be he — # 


ox other to what he reads or hears, and to, perr 

ceive that ſuch, a ſenſe is the true: and here i W. 

what renders. it truth to him. It is enough; 1 

he fincerely and honeſtly / conſults the light 

which God has afforded him; and if follows =_ 

wy. its diſcoveries, he embraces that perſuaſion 7 
ich/to him ſeems moſt reaſonable, and moſt 2 


him orthodox in the ſight of God, tho thto 


ments may not be always a faithful repreſenta- 
tion of the real natures of things : quit as a 
child is orthodox in taking the huſband of be 
other for his natural father, when perhaps 
he . is a neighbour's child. —The main thing, 
is, living virtuouſly afterwards: and therefore 


forces of his ſoul in es God by Ache : I 
ful diſcharge. of all moral Wen „ 2 


Not chat 1 8 but man is CR - 
anſwerable for his errors; as when finding ; 8 3 
pleaſure. in actions which he knows to be wie- 1 
d 15 r cer to. N A into 1 
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And the Wuftration of the FRe of conſis” 
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A cvntrary opinion ; or comforts in a ſtate which 


he believes right, he declines all i Ty for fear 
ng e e 


ence is admirable in the following paragraph; 


Ve are del in' d to live amidſt an nite 
number of objects, which fill the ſoul with 


confuſed ſenſations, lively perceptions, paſſions, 

rejudices and numberleſs opinions, yet God 
ws given us a guide, and as I may fay a touch- 
ſtorie; for diſcovering amidſt this crowd of ob- 


jects and different doctrines that which ſhould 


beſt ſuit itſelf : that this touch-ſtone is cunſcience, 
and that the interior principle of this conſci- 
ence, and its full and intire conviction, . is the 


| final criterion of that conduct which every one 
ougght to keep. No matter whether this con- 


ſeience preſents to one man ſuch an object as 
true, to another as falſe; is it not the ſame in 
the bodily or animal life? does not one man 8 


taſſe tell him that ſuch food is good, and the 


taſte of another tell him it is bad? and does this 


diverſity hinder each from finding his ſuſte- 


nance ? and is it not ſufficient that the ſenſes 
ſhew us the relation which bodies have to our- 


ſelves, without diſcovering to us their real qua- 
| Hties? It is ſufficient, in like manner, that the 


conſcience of every particular perſon ſhew him 


not what objects are in themſelves, but their 


relative natures, the reputed truth concerning 


— 
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his own nouriſhment; He muſt, it is true, 
endeavour to find the beſt, and employ his ut- 


moſt diligence in the ſearch ; but if ii fairly 

offered, his conſcience finds an utter diſ-relid 
fot it, and a longing for ſome other thing, let 
him in God's name leave the ne and cleave 


0 mt other.” s * 
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Lord Fairfax: and the general council of aft 
bers, in their petition to the honourable the com- 
mons in parliament aſſembled, Jan. 20. 1649. have 
this remarkable deſire, — ** that the chriſtian reli- 
16 be held forth and recommended as the pub- 

tofeſſion in the nation; that public teachers 
t be maintained by the repreſentatives out of 
— public treaſury, not by ythes, provided that 

Popery or prelacy be not held forth as the public 
way or profeſſion in this nation that to the public 
profeſſion ſo held forth, none be compelled by 
nalties or otherwiſe; and that ſuch as profeſs faith 

in God by Jeſus Chriſt, (however differing in 12 

ment from the doctrine, diſcipline or worſhip pu 

licly held forth,) ſhall not be reſtrained 5 * but 
ſhall be protected in the profeſſion of their faith, 
and exereiſe of their - religion according to their 
conſcience in any plate, — fo. as that they abuſe 
not this liberty to the civil injury of others, or to 
the actual diſturbances of the public peace. 

ain, < heretofore, ſayeth MILTON, in the firſt 
| evangelic times, miniſters. of the Goſpel were by 
nothing elſe diſtinguiſhed from other chriſtians, 
but by their ſpiritual knowledge and ſanctity of 
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them. Fi one will, by this means, An 
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GREAT BriTAin and IRELAND. 15 
That the moral diſcernment does not depend 


| upon any ſuperior degree of ability in the natu- 


ral faculty, is ſhewn in another obſervation— 
« Now an excellence of underſtanding, is not 


that which makes one man more acceptable to 


God than another, even tho he ſhould apply 


it faithfully to the finding out the truth; but 


the good will and ſincere intention of applying 


— 
— 


* 


life, og which the church elected them to be her 


teachers and overſeers, tho? not thereby to ſepa- 


rate them from what ever calling ſhe then found 


them following beſides. As the examples of St. 


Paul declares, and the firſt times of chriſtianity. 
When once they affected to be called à clergy, and 
became as it were, a peculiar tribe of Levites, a 


| Party, 8 diſtin& order in the commonwealth, bred 


up for divines in babbling ſchools, and fed at the 
public coſt, good for nothing elſe, but what was 
good for nothing, they ſoon grew idle; that idle- 
neſs with fulneſs of bread,  begat pride and perpe- 
tual contention with their feeders, the deſpiſed laity, 


through all ages ever ſince, to the perverting of 
A er en the diſturbance of all chriſtendom. 
An 


\nd we may. confidently conclude, it will never 
be otherwiſe, whilſt they are thus upheld unde- 
pending on the church, on which alone they an- 
ciently depended, and are, by the magiſtrate, pub - 
lickly maintained, a numerous faction of indigent 
perſons, crept for the moſt part out of extreme. 
want and bad nurture, claiming, by Gvine right, 
and freehold, the tenth. of our eſtates, to mono- 
polize the miniſtry, :as their peculiar, which is free 


and open to all able chriſtians, elected by any 


. The PALLADI UM: off $23 
ones utmoſt forces and faculties; to the find- 
ing out and practiſing what God requires of 


1 9 24 7 | | : z : . 4 * : , . ; # of 

— * 81 e my , K by 400 7425 1 * . 8 2” „ g 88 L 4 * 4 
: . * 8 

An obſervation finely illuſtrated by the fol- 


lowing mile . who ever doubted, that a 
man, extremely fond of ancient medals, but 
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P 
church. Under this pretence, exempt from all 
other employment, and enriching themſelves on 
the public, they laſt of all prove common incen- 
diaries, and exalt their horns againſt the magiſtrate 
himſelf that maintains them, as the prieſt of Rome 
did ſoon after to his benefactor the Emperor, and 
the preſpyters of late in Scotland. Of Which hire- 
ling crew, together with all the miſchiefs, dif- 
ſentions, troubles, wars merely of their own kind- 
ling, chriſtendom might ſoon rid herſelf and be 
happy, if chriſtians would but know their own dig- 
nity, their liberty, their adoption, and let it not be 
wonder'd, if I ſay their ſpiritual prieſthood, whereby 
they have all equally acceſs to any miniſterial/ 
functions, whenever called by their own abili- 
ties, and the church, tho' they never came near 
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; el; holy. account is given wh the 
zache of Chriſtianity more generally, in the 
ee bſervation — “ I do,.not know of 
any, exzept" the ſerinian and mim an Qs, 
ho profe ly teach, that all other means 
| 15 or converting heretics and infidels, but thoſe 
of inſtruction are unwarrantable. And pray, 
what, are theſe. two ſects? the firſt is ſcarce 
mars e fan: e e ce n 
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5 The is fit 4 f more obvious truth, thin ae 
pope ſoſemnfy avows the extirpation of All hat- 
ſhe deems hereſy, and the utter deſtruction of all 
heretics. It is from this principle, which is inſe- 
as tk from popery, _ — ſocieties and 
| Pope 
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And he W Gren wii . © The author 
of the ſeduction eludbe, a french writer, did thus 
addreſs himſelf to _ Biſhop of Meaux — 1 
muſt tell you, m 11 in all hiſtory, as 

well ancient as ed 25 ways of violence 
exerciſed by princes on the ſcore of religion, 


havg.neyer been otherwiſe looked upon than as 


: SpeBtacles of borrour! and that the names of 
theſe princes are not mentioned, to this 


without execration. * 4 AW Atl N 


ran 0 16m 15 


700 at ere dul, lire eee he 


ls e eee 800 that 
if there be any malignant power Which deſerves the 
name of diabolical, among men, popery is chat 
Epo Nor has the devil A 7 or: attri- 
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Un . firang ge a; it is, PO, men 

89 taſte, minds of a liberal caſt, ſnould be un- 
acquainted with this moſt deſirable and ſacred 
claim of mankind ! when there is not one in- 
quiry more becomes a being that is rational and 

moral. And yet ſuch is the force of prejudice 
and prepoſſeſſion, that vaſt numbers ſeem per- 
fectly ignorant of the nature, ſource, and extent 
of 4 gicus liberty. There is a kind of epidemic 
blindneſs on the human intellect; and few ſeem 
dif] ſod for a careful ingeſtigation. Men indo- 
lently take up their notions from one another, 


abſurdly too with a blind, ſtupid veneration : 
for * will excuſe themſelves the labour and 
pains 
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a diligent and accurate examinati 
290 the 4 5 idea is fo very unlike t ie 
” Iinion, the object ſtartles, yet the 

alen is ſoon diverted fen 1 further atten- 
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tion. 


3 nions, 4 — By, our friends or party, ha? 
or country, is 4 wrong meaſure of 
probability, which keeps in ignorance and error 
more . than all other meaſures taken to- 
2 many men have 9 other ground 
for their tenets, than the ſuppoſed hon „ or 
5 Nang, or number of thoſe of the fines 8 
feffion ? as if honeſt or bookiſh men could 
err, or truth were to be eſtabliſhed by the e 
of the multitude: yet this with moſt 
ſerves the turn. The tenet has had the atteſta- 
tion of reverend antiquity, it comes to me with 
port of former ages, and therefore I am 
| ſecure in the reception I give it: other men 
have been and are of the ſame opinion, and 
therefore it is reaſonable for me to embrace it. 
This, at leaſt, is certain, there is not an epinion 
ſo abſurd, which a man may not receive upon 
thisground:+ n, is no error to be . 
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tical Dialogues, ſecond edit. p. 278. A. D. 1760. 


Whatever weight there may be in this obſerva- 
tion, it does not reach farther than the boundaries 


— 


of civil liberty.—4 


Miore to the aid of religious liberty was the 


alienation of church- lands in the reign of Henry 


Ihn the article of religious liberty, the feudal con- 
Nitulion had no energy; for Mr. Hume, in his hiſ- 
tory of the Tupors, furniſheth ample evidence 
of our kings aſſerting and exercifing a dominion 
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againſt the uſurpations of the eccleſiaſtics had been 
very ancient in England, as well as in moſt other 
European kingdoms; and as this topic was now be- 


come popular every where, it paved the way for 
the Lutheran tenets, and reconciled the people, in 
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The progreſs of the principles of liberty, even 
under the very arbitrary reign of queen Elizaberh, 
may be ſeen in an obſervation made by this hiſto- 
rian, under the year 1384. This ſet had gone 
Jo far, that a book of diſcipline was ſecretly ſub- 
ſcribed by above five hundred clergymen ; and the 
preſbyterian government thereby eſtabliſhed in the 
midſt of the church, notwithſtanding the rigour of 
the prelates and of the high commiſſion. So im- 
poſſible is it by penal laws, however ſevere, to ſap- 
preſs all religious innovation.” bid. Vol. II. p. 528. 
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And this took place, though 66 religion Was a 4 
point, of which Elizabeth was, if poſſible, ſtill | 
more jealous than of. matters of ſtate. She pre- 
| ct” that in quality of ſupreme head' or ver- 
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ler prerogative alone, to, decide all queſtions 
Which might ariſe with regard to dine, diſcipline, 
or worſhip; and ſhe would never allow her parlia- 
ment ſo much as to take theſe points into conſi- 
deràtion.“ Hit. of Tuders, Vol. II. p. 521. 
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admiration and delight in the ſons of freedom : 
and at the ſame time, I might have added; in- 
dignation and wrath, in the advocates of church- 
r . '7'y | I | | 


x ” —_— 


* The comminas of the low houſe of Convo- 
cation," charge the Biſhop's Preſervative and Ser- 
mon with dangerous Poſitions and 


bd * 
ü i 
6 N. 
- 
7 o * COS - 4 
" „ e 4 9 * 4 
F $9433 4 er 3 {> QT 4-449 8 
. * we 2 vt 6 428 LY — 4 * — * 7 bs — D A. 3:48 
% 7 % T OY : [4 F 
> } 1 T- 1 $59 "7 2-828 9 = > 4 
* +> * B * # A ARA A * 439 2 
2 4 ” — * I 
* | Ld a” % © * Fl * 10 Fa a * 
* 
ws , . ' 1 a 
?, 3 * [4 $.3 7 f 1 1 o 4 2 Wy f * 3 * 14 $ 4 : 
29 * þ e 
7 * * * o * ” * « 
x # +4 7 1 - s Y 1 n 
25 2 0 1 14111 * I 4 & | 
— FI 
” — 
192 | 65330744 ſj GOIÞ of : 
* l. - # 4. c * 9 4. 4 t 42 FF N 
11 
LI o 9 
* 
% *. A - - A. * 
S067 2 4 > = ne 1 4 — — 1 * 1 £78 1 4 n 
1 : as 1 , p N 
K 13 + © 5 fs wt — 1 . 41244 at — 2 5 ae 
D * * > 
* . | p 
* > "7 72 'R 
« & V " 1 o *, x v.47 . * 1 5 s 1 4 
: 7 : 0 
„ 101 wt * F 4 4% 4% . = £ : \J + * 3 } # & Pn” 
0 9 L 
* * * * S 
— * { by 1 7 * . © Li - £ £ 7 + 4 3 * * * 
; 5 * . i . *. 4 : F FE. 5 z » © 
l IN Pp 14 £ bo. 4 . % 3 + $'% ” #- + * 11 
7 * * f 
OY es x * 4 X 7 ; + * 
{ b 


ai,, 10t- wanting) bo 
aas 2 . e, 


„ 


E £1097] awry 34) 
* # 

INN £54 r 

n, F 


* 
0 — 6 0 s * 
, ” 
jo 4 
. 
3 - 
7 f : 2 
9. 4 ” x 
$17*754 a 5 
2 5 1 
* < * * ” 1 
1. * 4 * # # 
Py 
e - * * * 
5 1 n —— * F ; 1 ? 
4 * - * 1 4 #2 4 bf 1 x 
+ * 7 * 15 L 7 Fi 
5 ö 
5 * f : 3 : : | | 8 | 
$6 „ , 7 b ao 
. 4 F 
* * 
1 
LY 5 
70 * 
* 
* 
* | 
% * 
* 
% 


- 


is” 27a. »& A e 


* £7 1 „ 2 af $8 i * + %.# EA 24 wt > mY 3.7 i. as 4 3 
gh 
"$17 abba: ava 17 ZLF J N eee £5 * 
| * e 54 34 13 4 — 4 1 2 . 1 
» 7 8 7 ha 
05 * 2 3 39. Wie "= - E 1 4% *F - 12 
: « As - . — 1 ww j 1. 7 1 4 „ 
* a Sf lo # . 4 * £4 37 hes" 43 4 1 71 1 CREE A 
„ „ „ „ 4 + br —— 2 4 9 — — 
- . was 
3 * ; | ”% % 1 * 
* * 2 * 8 4 - 5 7 „ 7 o ** 1 < L 
” » 7 n F £2 1 1 CY 1 
2 5 57 * 933 {is el Y wt ** 7 * 1 71 4 4 * 1 F ww 2 1 ' 2 + # 1 * wa 4 « 
= x 8 o 


5 > Fd 
5 [ ws” SO hes Þ a 


N the notes of a former ſcion, there are 
ſome ſtrictures of this nature. But I ſhall 
chuſe to be more diſtinct and particular, as 

very much d s upon a clear and fatisfac- 


TE A 


| ae, n eoiduBling the ves 


13 the 90 1407. i 8 I 
the complete collection of ſtate trial, abovemen- 
tioned, that Villiam Thorpe, having been fea 
verely reprimanded by Thomas Arundel! arch- 
biſhop of ny for preaching without 
his licence, gave the archbiſhop this anſwer, 
« We neede no letters of commendacion, as 
ſome other preachers do, whiche preach. for 
couetouſneſs of temporal horas * for mennes 
praiſing. | 


« And 1 ye ſay, Fr, that Paul biddech 
ſubjectes obey theyr ſouereyns; this ſoth, and 
may not be denied: but ther is ij maner of 


Ser vertuous * and vicious ty- 
| rauntes; 


GN Rar Ai an lass an. 37 


1 rauntes; therefore to this laſt ſouereyns nother 
men gor 5 . Fenn we * 
MES JANE 


1 This ence: 85 pal 33 8 
be faith ſuhjectes: be ye mindful. of 
your ſouere: „ to you the word of 
— and * the iche them oy con- 


* : ry * &, 1 + 1 * 
1 2 ” 
* : 9 ** 0 93 & 


; 


5 « St. 7" U = 
yrauntis to. obey. mekely to ſoche tyrauntis, 
ſuffering patien ee malicious cruelneſs: 
but Peter counſe . * any ſeruant or eee 
jecte to obey to ony lorde, or prince, or ſoue- 
reyn in ony chyng that is not pleaſing to God. 


The archbiſhop re ed, « All these al- 
le gingis that thou Noe — forth ar not elſ but 
proude preſumpt — ns for hereby thou en- 

| forciſt the to prove, that thou and ſoche other 
ar ſo juſte, — ye owe nat to obey to prelatis. == 
See a complete collection, &c. „ * 


This was in the reign of Henry the Hank 
of whom I find Raprz ſpeaking. thus, < When 


I conſider the exce my ompmendations beſtowed- 
3 on 


— — 


—— — 
& — 


on this f 


hand with a jealou 


— 


3 nn waning 
38 Ort, "The TE LA 51 UM of” 4 


this prince, I cannot help ſuſpecting, that 
the glory of being the firſt Pies of ace 
and of protecting the clergy againſt thie attempts 


of the houſe of commons, were the main ſprings 


of all thefe encomiums. It is welt known, 


the ecclzfaaſtics are as "zealous | in praifing their 


benefat ors, as in blacken ng il their opp! oferg;”* 
e 200 ib } 10 Sinne 903 #7 13 D 


© Mr. Hide,” in his' ÞRory bf the Tutors, has 
many ertinent obſervations, whoſe Au- 
cone 9 Wel be the more readily admitted in 


Wale matters, as none can with good evidence, 
make him a 


zan in the Brie of reli- 
pion. Under "the year T5 3, he fays, Re 


church in — 2 . was'averſe to tlie reforttia- | 


tion.“ And farther, that the clergy h have 


been coir miößly ſo forturiate, as to make a con- 


cri for! "their temporal ' intereſts go hand in 

af for orthodoxy 3 and both 

theſe Pacha be Wart: by 25 ple,” igno- 

rant and ſoper; itions, as a zeal for religion.” < 
Ib! order to ſecure a greater veneration for the 

A C pi the principal tools of the prince, - 
ended, that the biſhops were part 

op et) EEBaaberb s political body: and to 

ſpeak againſt them, was really to attack her, 
and was che dere felony by the ſtatute of the 
23d of her reign, which' ade ſeditious Work 


WT, the 4 82 capital. | 
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1 As to hs als AI this quan: made. of the 
clergy, it was that of ſupporting a claim of ab- 
ſolute power: ſince © the Homilies publiſhed. 
for the uſe of the clergy, and which they were 
enjoined to read every Sunday in all the churches, 
inculcate ev ry where a blind, and unlimited 
paſſive obedience to the prince; which on no ac- 
count, and under no pretence, is it ever la- 
ful for them, in the ſmalleſt Articles to ee 


78 


from or infringe.” eic 


hd in'a wende of the ſtate of the realm, 
din by ſecretary Cecil, in 1 569, there is this 
ee —* then followeth the decay of obe- 
dionce in civil policy, which being compared 
with the fearfulneſs and reverence of all in- 
ferior eſtates to their ſuperiors in times paſt, 
will aſtoniſn any wiſe and conſiderate perſon, 
to behold the diperation * * of nenen ET 
Bt ' It: 4 
"Hers: hey: the * ia jor a 
Want on the puritanic, or truly proteſtant 
freedom, ſhewn by their aſſerting the rights of 
cConſcience, in e of the queen 2 her 
clergy. F or, oy 


Under the year 1 5 34, we a this remark- 
able paragraph. But in proportion as the 
1 0 of * religion to private judg- 


4 | ment 
* Fol E.. "OY 3 717. 


* * e. Bale. or courage. 
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| trine of rliſtng and reſtraining princes.” 
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ment was acceptable to the people, it appeared, 
in ſome reſpects dangerous to the rights of 


ſovereigns, and ſeemed to deftroy that 


_ obedience on which the authority of the civil 


magiſtrate is chiefly founded. The very prece- 
dent of ſhaking fuch an ancient and 

founded eſtabliſhment as that of the Roman 
hierarchy, might, it was a pprehended, prepare 
the way for new innovations. The republican 


ne which naturally took place A * re- 


formers, increaſed this jealouſꝛ . 
Again, under the year 1568. - © Yearvs any 


ſovereign before Ekzabeth and none after her, 


carried higher, both in ſpeculation, and prac- 
tice, the authority of the crown ; and the pu- 


ritans could not recommend theinſelves worſe 


to her favour, than by preaching up the A e 


10 * 
Under 1 71,—he ſays, It will be curious 
to obſerve ks faint nt of the ſpirit of 


liberty in the Engliſh, - the Tealouly with Which 


— ſpirit was repreſſed by the ſovereign, the 

mperious conduct which was maintained in 
7 to it, and the eaſe with which: it 
"_ e by: that e 6 5 


And onde e ſo abſohen was Hog au- 
wage of the crown, _ . of| 
liberty 


Ld o 0 i 
. * n + * . ” — ; . 
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Jiberty had been kindled, and was preſerved by 
the-writons alone: and it was 10 this ſect, 


hoe principles appear to be frivolous and ha- 
* Bid. p. 527. | 


__ 


Theſe ab/urdities chargeable on the puritans, 
Mr. Hume ſhould have explained. For it is highly 
robable they were no other than what are found 
the tenets of John Calvin; whoſe doctrinal opi- 
nions do, at this day, give the very complexion of 
the articles of our eſtabliſhed church: the which 
every of her prieſts ſubſcribe, however few they are 
who give them credit, —Or, had they any diſtin- 
| rapes obſervances, they have not yet been 
ewn to be more abſurd than the ſyſtem of eſtab- 
liſhed ceremony. One cannot but with this hiſto- 
rian had ſhewn the reaſon of ſtigmatizing the puri- 
tans with frivolons principles and ridirulous habits : 
e eſpecially, when he has done them the honour to 


YARN — a: n ** 
* S . le 


aſcribe to their public virtue, he whole freedom of — 
| et vio gone? 235 


een 

\ There is an obfervation made by Sir Villas 
Petty, that may have weight in ſupportof the above 
remark made by Mr. Hume, reſpecting the puritan 


1 principles being ſo much in favour of the freedom 


of our conſtitution, and that is, Trade does 
not beſt flouriſh under popular governments, but 
rather that trade is moſt vigorouſly carried on, in 
every ſtate and government, by the heterodox part 
of the fame, and fuch as profeſs opinions different 
from what are publickly eſtabliſhed ;' that is to 
ſay, in India where the mahometan religion is au- 


4 


= \ 


- oully of the 


"The PatLapron of 
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* C — 2 * 
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This hiſtorian has We fokien: conteniptus 


1 > wn, 
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ciples and habits of the puri. 

tans, at the lame time he has done them the 
higheſt poſſible honour, as friends of liberty. 
TAE 5 | And 


ny _—__E 28 PR” 
” — 


thorized, there the Banians are the moſt conſider- 


able 'merchants: In the Turtiſb empire the jews 
and chriſtians: at. Venice, Naples, | Leghorn, Genoa, 


and. Liſdun, jews and non · papiſt merchant · ſtrangers: 


but to be ſhort, in that part of Europe, whereithe 


Roman catholic religion now hath, or lately hath. 


had eſtabliſhment, there three quarters of the whole 


trade is in the hands of ſuch as have ſeparated from 
that church; that is to ſay, the inhabitants of 
England, Scotland; and Ireland, as alſo thoſe of the 
Nied Provintes, with Denmark, Sweden, and Nor- 
mah, together with the ſubjects of the ee wh 
teſtant princes, and the Hans- towns do at this day: 


poſſeſs three quarters of the trade of the world ;; 


| = even in-France-itſelf, the Hugonots are propor- 


tionably far che greateſt traders; nor is it to be 


denied, but that in Freland, where the ſaid Roman. 


religion is not authorized, there the profeſſors 


thereof have a great part of the trade. From 
"whence. it follows that trade is nat fixed to any 


ſpecies of religion as ſuch, but rather as before has 


been. ſaid to the eterodox part of the whole, the 


truth whereof appears alſo in all the e 
towns of greateſt trade in England.. 
n 0 * eee eee, vnn 
v1 


Tee Stab eos religion, in any form, is 
re,injuriggs:;t0 trade and commerce LA vB} 
eſtant diſſenp h. 


| 3, and even will be moſt ff avour- 
e thexeunto in every W 
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And whilt we have the pleaſure of finding a 
teſtimony ſlip from him, even in favour of the 
religion of puritans. A8 f in the caſe of the earl 
of Eſex, of whom he thus writes. — His 
proud heart was at laſt ſubdued, not by the fear 
of death, but by the ſentiments of religion; a 
principle which before he had attempted to 
make the inſtrument of his ambition, but which 
now took a more firm hold of his mind, and pre- 
vailed over every other motive and confileratio.” 
But inaſmuch as he informs us, that puritans 
were his lordſhip's choſen attendants, in the 
hours of his moſt ſerious and religious attention; 
here is aſcribed to their religion, or to their 
principles and habits, a truly divine. influence 
and efficacy upon the mind of this very unfor- 
tunate nobleman. e 


We haye yet various other inſtances i in proof 
of liberty's owing its exiſtence, in England, to 


a 4 proteſtantdifſent: for Wentworth was indeed 


by his puritaniſm, as well as his love of liberty, 
the true forerunner of the Hambdens, the Pyms, 
and the Holliſes, who in the next age, with leſs 
- courage, - becauſe with leſs danger, enen A 
their principles ſo an en e 8 08 


The queen Weviß 8 ſent Wentworth to * 
tower, thus hiſtorian” ſays, „ fo arbitrary an 
act, at the commencement of the ſeffion, fee 


vel deen all farther N for feet 
7 70 08h 


Hi. of Tui, Vol. * p. 655. Set, m it f 2D : 


4 Tho PALLAD] N. 
but the-relig] gion and zeal of the puritans * ? Was 
not ſo 8 reſtrained; and it inſpired a cou- 


rage which no human motive was able to ſur- 
mount. What could have been ſaid more 
honourable to their religion ? We are not at 
any Ieſs to account for the gucen s hatred to the 

„which ſhe expreſſed to her parliament 


: PI 1 584, telling them, 5 that as the romaniſts 
Were the inveterate enemies of her perſon, ſo 
the other ianovators were dangerous to all kit 


ly 
government; and under colour of preaching thi 
word of God, preſumed to exerciſe their . vate 
Judgment, and to 5 26 ma Bic * | 


prince. 


"There i is no * 7 ta: at this diſlike 
| of the proteſtant- diſſenter, ſince 4 ſo thoroughly 


Were 
17 N Bia. Fol. hb 655 r 


2 aL oh. „„ 


"RF Wo. 7 SS” _— 4 os 


PEE. 4 5 4 


8 N. B. The t term "PURITAN, has not retained, 
with us, the idea that did originally appertain to it; 


which was diſtinguiſhingly great and (vo decor MN 


the only conſiſtent ſons of liberty. . 
The editor of moral and political Auges, pub- 
liſhed by Millar 1760, has made a fine citation 


from ibe diſparity, in Sir H. Worrox's remains, 


p. 46, which gives an idea of the ſpirit of this fe- 
male reignn. It was an ingenious uninquiſitive 
time, when all the paſſions and affections of the 
people were lapped up in ſuch an innocent and 


humble obedience, that there was never the leaſt 


conteſtation nor ca 3 with the queen, nor 
(though ſhe very frequently conſulted with her 


.fu beds). any farther reaſons * of ber adion 6, 


THAN HER OWN WILL,” 
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were the principles of paſſive obedjence imbibed 
| the reign of Elizabeth and her prede- 

coffers,” that oppoſition to them was regarded 
as the moſt flagrant ſedition, and was not even 
rewarded with that public praiſe and approba- 
tion, which can alone ſupport men under ſuch 
dangers and difficulties as attend the refiſtance 
of a tyrannical authority. It was only during 
the next generation, that the noble principles of 
took root, and ſpreading themſelves un- 
der the ſhelter of gude aff 140 ſardities, became 
faſhionable among the op N 


; Our hiſtorian muſt not hors be underſtood, 
to write with that accuracy and conſiſtence he 
might have done; but to have given himſelf 
a little too . of the air of a modern fe ſpirit. 
Por he great! i Ne himſelf, when he fays, 

Aan Fable praiſe and approbation can alone 
pet bs men under ſuch dangers and difficulties, 
as attend the reſiftance of a tyrannical autho- 
rity; fince he has elſewhere aſſerted, that the 
_ religion and zeal of the puritans was not ſo 
_ eaſily reſtrained; and that it inſpired a courage 

which no human motive was able to ſurmount. 

Zo that, in order to make him confiſtent, he 
muſt be underſtood to mean, that more 

rally, mankind do not ſupport under dangers 
and difficulties, but from an eye to the reward 
of public praiſe and approbation.—Men of no 
5 it muſt be owned, have yay. little ot 

no idea of! its motives.— Why 
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eder as if characteriſtic of puritans, or of 


proteſtant- diſſenters, I cannot conceiye any ſort 
of reaſon. For ſurely a man of ſuch fine abili- 


ties, might, with caſe, have found as many, at 


leaſt, in the eſtabliſhed ſyſtem of principle and 
habits, or in church-tenets, opinion and ritual. 


We ſhall, in the next place, ſelect ſome 


? paſſages, which will preſent us with that ſort of 


reformation from .popery, e. to wa the 
_ civil 9 


In 1 549 we are told, 85 they 88 Sith 
great moderation.—They de r as much of 
the ancient maſs, as the principles of the refor- 
mers would permit. — But as the reformers pre- 
tended in ſome few particulars to encourage 


private judgment in the laity, the tranſlation of 
the liturgy, as well as of the ſcriptures into the 


vulgar tongue, ſeemed more conformable to 


the genius of their ſect; and this innovation, 


with the retrenchment of prayers for the ſaints, 


and of ſome ſuperſtitious ceremonies, was the D 


chief difference CATER. * old 10 and the 


4 


In 1 5 5 1. * The book of common \ prayer 
ſaffered in England a new reviſal, and ſome 
rites and ceremonies which had n. offence 5 
were i ö 2 
N n 


4 Bid Val, IL-7. W. Ee 9, 334+ 
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SOR 1 568. ec The fabrie of 1 n . 


vt _=— maintained entire: the ancient li- 


turgy was preſerved; fo far as was thought con- 
fiſtent with the new principles: many ceremo- 
nies become venerable from age and precedin g 
uſe, were retained: the ſplendor of the catholic 
worſhip, though removed, had at leaſt given 
place to order and decency: the diſtinctive habits 
of the clergy, ee g t 0 bein e ann 


were continued. LUO £ 11 
ft 73 Tok - 


5 to 85 Ahnifition prot par of queen \ Bl. 


Habeth in theſe matters, we are 1 90 — But 
the princeſs herſelf, fo far from being willing to 


deſpoil religion of the few ornaments and cere- 


monies which remained in it, was of herſelf 
rather inclined to bring the public worſhip ſtill 
nearer to the Romith ritual: and ſhe thought 


|  thatthe reformation had already gone too 145 in 
ſhaking off thoſe forms and obſervances, which, 


without diſtracting men of more refined appre- 
henſions, tend in a very innocent manner to 
allure, and amuſe, and engage the vulgar.--She 


thay: ht 7200 or three F luflcient for a 


w country.”* Lat! An fiat 


18 might 3 1 1 of an 3 
tion or two, under the year 1547. © Edward's 
new communion office left auricular confeſſion 
indifferent. On which our hiſtorian malces 
this very judicious remark,---< the prieſts abſo- 
lution which attends confeſſion, ſerves n 


to 


%, l Il. i 505. 1 . 1 907. 


126 e881 * 


. apr only by ng 


"oth have lus of the reformation, 
it had place in Henry the Eighth, 
Edward the Sexth, e pee Elizabeth. 15 
need not, in the leaſt, be to find ſorne 
men in thoſe days, who would not ſuffer the civil 
poor: to 50 a 2 over 1 * 


— —— — — „ 
3 — ſtick by a man, vrhen every 
thing elſe takes its leave; and I muſt not refign 
them upon any conſideration. The beſt on it 
is, if 1 do not throw them away myſelf, no 
man can force them Cob I give 
them up, then am I ruined by myſelf; and de- 
ſerve to "loſe all my ee pe my 


W "ſection, __ very. dt. 
unc views of the different methods taken by 
Prieſts, princes, and proteſtant-diflenters, in con- 

ducting the reformation: and we may with 
- ome , diſcern their different, their 
== aims and principles. SEC- 
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SECT. v. 


The prevagation of the prince, exerciſed in the 
- province. of religion, PW attended with 


; "PERSECUTION. 


Hall I refer the eye of my reader beck to 
that ſhocking behaviour of Henry the F 7 
and his parliament at Leiceſter ? * or urge him 
to take a retroſpect of that of Henry the Eighth, 
or of e or might we not allow of 
ſome miſapplications of the civil power, even 
in Edward e Sh s reign? © This pious young 
Ei mn only to have contracted, from his 
SEND © and from the age in which he lived, 
of a. narrow prepoſſeſſion i in matters 
= 9285 Which made him incline ſome way 
bigotry an d perſecution.” *— rs 
At vt; rt 
32 Nor Was this the De reſult ofa ba na- 
| tural diſpoſition : for our hiſtorian obſerves, 
under the year 1571, of the emperor Charles, 
that he was neither cruel nor bigotted in his 
| natural diſpoſition ;—yet, in the ſeveral perſecu- 
tions promoted by that monarch, no leſs than 
: hundred thouſand perſons periſhed by the 
2ands of the executioner.”” And as to Philip 
before him, under the year 1562, he alſo re- 
marks, that by a himſelf at the head 
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of the catholic „he converted the 8 | 
of the ancient faith into the partizans of Spa- 
niſh greatneſs ; and by employing the powerful 
=D of religion, he ſeduced every where 
the ſubzects from ' allegiance to their native B- 
— * As to Eduurd the Sixth he was 
ung, and ſo was the reformation in his day : 
7 no wonder then he was s not Auite free from 
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a Arn church Ne” | 80 1 far as ido- 
my and n, have prevailed, we are willing 
„ there have been national, or ci 
a a of religion. Thus we know it 
was fix hundred years before Chriſt, with the 
ancient Chaldeans. See Dan. iti. 4, 5, 6. The 
civil power ordained, and cauſed the decree t6 
be publiſhed, © that the people ſhould v 
the golden image which Nebachadnezzar.h 
ſet up. And another decree, made by the au- 
thority of king, lords, and commons, forbids that 
any man ſhould perform one ſing le act of refi· 
mou worſhip, for thirty days.” ch. vi. q,—r2. 
n diſobedience to the former edit” three wor- 
thy men, puritars, proteſtantdiffetters, or non 
conformiſts, are caſt into a fiery furnace. In 
violation of the latter decree, *Dunze), another 
PM 1 tan, or W 18 bra Into A h 
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| een five hundred years. before Chriſt, autho- 
rized his prime miniſter to put to death all the 
jews, becauſe one of them had not done him 


homage ; and becauſe they had a different re- 


ligion 1.8 — 25 Le Perfian . 


| prin rinces and fateies 13 ever 
28 it their intereſt, and a maxim of good 
policy, to encourage an aſpiring prieſthood. 
Nevertheleſs, Frais have had their depen- 
Gence gnthe credit which their oracles were in; 
and they allowed no man to conſult the gods 
Without preſents and coſtly ſacrificcs. Princes 
made their own uſe of this ſuperſtition of the 
people, who would join in the moſt dangerous 
expedition, and admit of any change of goyern- 
ment, when they underſtood by the oracle, it t 
. the irreſiſtible will of the — 5 This was 
e method Minos, Lycurgus, — all the famous 
y- givers took; and indeed they found the 
people ſo entirely devoted to this part of reli- 
gion, that it was generally the eaſieſt and ſome- 
times the only way of winning them into a 
compliance : and then they took care to have 
them delivered in ſuch ambiguous terms, as to 
admit of different conſtructions, according to 
the exigency of the times; fo that they were 
55 ally interpreted to the advan tage of the 
— SB are mentioned in the very in- 
fancy of Greece. -The whole was of human 
cContrivance, an egregious impoſture founded 


/ upon 


$2 EL ee 
upon won, and carried on der- intereſt and 
beer. e eh l 12 
The pious Hand 0. hs prieſts Cas the 
deſtinies of men in the entrails of beaſts and the 
flights of birds, owed its eſtabliſhment, in ancient 
Rome, to the ignorance of the firſt ages; and 
afterwards became one of the « my inert % 


Rae's, 
118 | 
4 x x 'F : 
393 ] 


Even ih Hebrew nation has given one & tho 
moſt flagrant inftances of the malignancy of 
civil-power, exerciſed over the conſciences of 
men, in proſcribing the people who gave credit 
to the divine miſfion of Jeſus; and by virtue of 
which ſenatorlal influence he was put to a moſt 
ignominious death, only becauſe his doctrine diſ- 
agreed with their eſtabliſhed interpretation of 
the prophets: or, in other words, becauſe he did 
not declare himſelf to be a temporal prince, 
and a powerful deliverer of their nation ny the 


| Roman JOKE. | 


The ten rente ich, e 4 the 
read of chriſtianity and all other bloody and 
fe el proceedings ever fince, on account of re- 
ligious ſentiment, have owed their whole rage 
and fury to this fame ſource; viz. to civil 
wer exerciſed over conſcience. All diſquali- 
the g laws and negative diſcouragements, are of 


e nature of ſuch N and not leſs re- 
IR Pen 
3 
MN auen Grecis Hip. Pal. I, p. 27. 28, 8 
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5 proachful to the prince, than they are inj urious 
to the people whom e e 


The authority of the civil magiſtrate is rea- 


ſonably and uſefully employed in defending the 
ſacred and unalienable rights of his ſubjects from 


injury and moleſtation; in diſcouraging and 
puniſhing all infringements on the rights of the 


mind, as well as thoſe of life and property that 


are alienable. And had Henry the Eighth, an 
Engliſh monarch, reverſed his own conduct, 
after he had ordered a tranſlation of the bible 


into the Engliſh language, he had been con- 


ſiſtent. - But he delivered his people from a ſer- 


vile ſubjection to the ſee of Rome, in order to 


aſſert and exerciſe an abſolute tyranny of his 
own over them, And the prieſis he conſtantly 


made uſe of as the tools of that ſhocking ty- 
| ranny.. 26 wp 


After all, the people left at full liberty to 


Judge for themſelves of the ſenſe of the ſacred 


ſcriptures, would be the belt poſſible ſecurity of 
their ſubjection or loyalty to any lawſul prince; 
and the utmoſt advantage that can accrue to 


any community, muſt ariſe from ſuch ſecurity 


of the ſacred rights of conſcience, reſpecting 


matters of faith and worſhip, For whenever a 
ince has ſhewn ſuch reverence to the divine 
oracle, as to make it the ſo/e ſtandard of religion 


to himſelf and does leave it ſo to his people, not 
countenancing any meaſures which are repug- 
nant to the rights of private judgment, he has 


done 


8 th 
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done all that God of than cari 5 of or ex- 
pect from him, telative to the religious liberties 
of his own ſubjects. Whereas ſhould he allow 
of an exerciſe of authority that reſtrains this li- 
berty of the mind, or obſtructs the freedom of 
man, in forming a judgment for himſelf of the 
| ſenſe of the divine canon, he thereby pervetts 
the deſign of government; and inſtead of being 


a miniſter of God for good, 4 protector of the 


. Tights of his people; he is violating thoſe rights, 
by erecting the worſt poſſible kind of TW 
in his public adminiſtrations. | a 


There have” been ne Nees an 
Er ſuch uſurpations of power; ſuch as wna- 
nimity in opinion, and uniformity in ritual ob. 
ance. Theſe are not only very unrea- 

Tonable, but alſo very filly objects of attention 
in the magiſtrate ; for could they once obtain 
an univerſal energy, they would never anſwer 
one ſingle purpoſe that is valuable or uſeful to 
civil government.—But fo far as they do any | 
Where obtain, they are and muſt be the reſult 


of! Snorance, bigotry, and ſuperſtition. 


Nluch to our purpoſe, is one of the camons, 8 
king Charles the Firf?'s reign, enjoyned the Scotch 

hlervince, 012, © that no clergyman ſhovld 

conceive prayers extempore, but be Bout to of re 

only by a form preſcribed ih the liturgy 

canon the walk had ſworh unto before the li- 


turgy Was ma 


— 


Such 


ard. rte 22 Pal II. p. 127. 
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= gs able exertions of power, are | 

ered) offenſive to a mind that is at all ac- 
ted 475 the rights of conſcience. But 
there was nothing too arbitrary and tyrannical 
for LAup the high prieſt, and his very pious 
prince, who had n ſo religiouſly, his 
mol father the pope, © that he would devote 
that was dear to him, to the ſervice of the 


FOOTE, apoſtolic roman religion.” * 


> what fayeth that moſt able er of 


_ the rights of conſcience, the venerable Hoadley ? 
I know of no middle way. Either men muſt 
| be left to their private judgment, in the choice 
of a particular church communion ; or they 
muſt be abſolutely determined in it, by their 
: >| Sara If the latter, then indeed there is no 
dil 
regard to intrinſic goodneſs; but all commu- 
nions put upon an equal foot. That is the com- 


munion, with which I muſt join, which my 


| ſuperiors direct me to; whether in . or in 
England, or in Scotland. i print; | 


2. EY among many other pt xd cite 
the act of uniformity of 1662. erein it is 
id, © the peace and honour of religion are 


| advanced by : an uniform agreement in the ritual 


of worſhip ;” at the ſame time, this ſame rule, 


* in n it divers doctrinal points, very diſputa- 
fi GR ble 


Sec bis anſwer to the nope's letter, Rapin, Pal. IT. 1 221. 
. een 


erence made between right and wrong; no 
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ble in their nature; and about which confor- 


miſts themſelves have never yet agreed! This 


conſideration, will of itſelf ſhew dhe abſurdity 


of the meaſure, or the unaptneſs of the means 
to the end that is propoſed. For even a favo- 


rite of lord Clarendon s, doctor John Hales of 


Eton would frequently ſay,n that that only 


kept the world from agreeing upon ſuch a litur- 
as might bring them into one communion 


all doctrinal points upon which men differed in 
their opinions, being to have no place in any 


liturgy.” — reaſon, that can or tould never 


give way. 


| 4 - 7 impracticable then is ſuch a ech l 6 
ment of a public impoſed liturgy; i. e. if it 
ſhould not ſpeak the language of the Athana- 
ſian, any more than of the Arian, nor of the 
Arian any more than the Socinian, nor of the 
Calviniſt any more than the Arminian ?---But 
who can ſay, that the liturgy eſtabliſhed in 
1662 has no opinions in it, about which men 
differ? nay, that it has no contradictory pro- 


poſitions.---And yet, doctor Stebbing in his ſer- 


mon on this very liturgy, preached and ppb 
n 1760, condemns any maeht to alter. — 


In the next place, we ſhould enquire "oo 


was the immediate conſequence of enforcing 


the uſe of this /iturgy by penal laws? and a 


very devout conformiſt himſelf ſhall tell us, in 


theſe two lines, — 
= Religion 


h The th fue. bd ce * 54. 1 * 


edit. 1759+ 


Grrar BxTTAIN and * 7 


11166 „ Religion now on tip-toe 3 
Ready to paſs into th* American ſtrands.” 


Af notwithſtanding the a# of toleration, of 
the Firſt of William and Mary, was deſigned to 
relieve the proteſtant diſſenter ; yet it leaves him 
expoſed to the fury of all the penal laws, if he 
preſumes to exerciſe the office of a public inſtruc- 
tor, without ſubſcribing all but three and an half 
of the thirty nine articles of faith, which the 
conformin 8 clergy do ſubſcribe. — 


This is a fair ſtating of the real ſituation of a 


peeeftany-difent, in South-Britain; which, not- 


withſtanding the diſpoſition of the Hanover fa- 
mily to diſcountenance all perſecution, yet, - 
we ſhall ſee in a note under Sect. IX. the gon 

of the clergy, is, ” no TOO, ba 

7 this leaven. | 


All the blame, 1 ſhould not be laid 


on the clergy; for were not the laity extremely 


indolent, ductile and yielding, the prieſt would 


find it far more difficult than he does, to carry 
on his ſchemes of domination. MIL TON ſaw 


this, and has finely expreſſed his ideas in the 
following obſervations, —* There is not any 


burden, that ſome would gladlier put off to 


8 another, than the charge and care of their re- 


ligion. Who knows not that there be ſome 
pfroteſtants who live in as arrant an implicit 
= as any lay-papiſt of LORETTO 'a 2 

man 


1 See * divine Herbert's Church porch, 
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man addicted to his pleaſures and his 3 


finds religion to be a traffic ſo intangled, and 
of ſo many pidling accounts, that of all — 


Ties he cannot endure to keep a ſtock going u 


that trade, What does he therefore, but re- 


ſolves to give over toiling, and to find out ſome 


. factor, to whoſe care and credit he may com- 


mit the whole management of his religious 


affairs; and that muſt be ſome divine of note 


and eſtimation. To him he adheres, reſigns 
the whole warchouſe of his religion, with all 
the locks and keys, into his cuſtody : and in- 


deed makes the very perſon of that man his re- 


ligion, eſteems his aſſociating with him a ſuf- 


„ ficient evidence and commendation of his own 


So that a man may ſay his religi on ĩs 
— no more within himſelf Fat is [48.4 a 
dividual moveable, and gos and coms 
him according as that good man frequents the 
Houſe. He entertains him, gives him gifts, 


+ feaſts him, lodges him; his religion comes home 


2 


t, prays, is liberall ſupped, and ſump- 
laid aſleep ; riſes, A ſaluted, (after the 
malmſy; or ſom well ſpiced brewage, and bet- 


ter breakfaſted than he whoſe morning appetit 

would have gladly fed on green figs between 

. Bethany and Feruſelem ) his religion walks abroad 
at eight, and leaves his kind entertainer 1n 


fp trading all "y without his religion,” 


2 C Another Gi 8 * who, ER, they 
555 {uy that all, things at all thin 1 


regul at 
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lated and ſettled, nothing written but what 
paſſeth through the cuſtom-houſe of certain 


publicans that have the tunnaging and e : 
gat 


aging of all free ſpoken truth, will ſtraight give 
themſelves up into your hands, make them and 
cut them out what religion you pleaſe ; there 
be delights, there be recreations, and jolly 
paſtimes, that will fetch the day about from ſun” 
to ſun, and rock the tedious year as in a de- 
lightful dream, what need they torture their 
heads with that which others — taken ſo 
ſtrictly, and fo unalterably into their own pur- 
veying? Theſe are the fruits which a dull eaſe 
and ceſſation of our knowledge will bring fortk 


among the people. 

Theſe are very curious deſeriptions given of 
the deluſions of the laity: and may well be 
brought into the view we are taking of the ſtate 


of religion. Nevertheleſs, wherever the prince | 


will exerciſe his prerogative in the province of 
religion, he will perſecute. Nor will theſe li- 


centiouſheſſes of is people j juſtify the perſecu- 
tion, fince he bimſaf; is as liable to theſe extra- 


 vagancies, inthe managementof his own fpirit. 


_ * See Toland's Li 70 Milton. p. 54, 55. By 4. Millar 1765. 
L ö 
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As ect] ea, hiergre|  offifts "TORE: on 
be civil magiſtrate, een a ** 
Nen | 


| H E => Kong of theſe 3 
church; claims, are ſuch as theſe, that 
Felus has inveſted the miniſter of his word, with 
Certain excluſive powers for preſerving order and 
| "decency in worſhip: and for ſuppreſſing all 
enormities in life, and errors in matters of faith, 
That the civil magiſtrate ought not to in- 
terfere with the clergy in the exerciſe of theſe 
powers; but ought, on all occaſions, to be 
aſſiſting to them whenever his aid is required. 
That the clergy ought to be permitted to make 
ſuch conſtitutions from time to time, as ſhall 
appear to them conducive to the ends of their 
divine miſſion. And that the power of inter- 
preting thoſe conſtitutions, and of carrying them 
into execution, ought to be veſted in the clergy 
alone; or in thoſe only to — Ny ſhall de- 


legate ſuch _ 5 
Thele 


2 
*— 


It would not be impertinent here to cite two 
paſſages, from Bowzr's Hiſtory of the Popes. Vol. V. 
Under the year 871. Hincmar a biſhop of Reims, 


in a letzer to * Hadrian II. ſays, 15 1 is 


Y 


of London did earneſtly contend, 
Juris Eccleſiaſticis Anglicani, &c. 
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_ ... Theſe clerical claims, are what preſume to 


ſubordinate the civil power, and to rivet its de- 
pendence : for which 0 late biſhop 

In his Codex 
5 ; His 


_— 


the law to be found, that ſubjects kings to apoſto- 


lic authority. — This law hell itſelf has vomited 
forth from its dark, ſubterraneous pits, to lead us 
aſtray from the path pointed out to us in holy 


a writ.“ P. 5 33. 5 ö "Won 
In a letter the foregoing year to the ſame pope, 


Hincmar ſays, “ if a biſhop excommunicates a 
chriſtian unlawfully, he thereby forfeits his power; 
and he can exclude none from eternal life, who is 


not excluded from it by his ſins.” p. 23. 


__ And yet, at this very day the claim of church 
power has, with us, been very bold and exorbitant ! 
as might eaſily be ſhewn from ſeveral who have 


written in this ſtrain. I will refer to doctor Free's 


addreſs to the London clergy, in ſeveral numbers 


of that periodical paper, called, the Monitor. 


But in the contrary ſpirit of meekneſs and mo- 


deſty, one might aſk, what ſaid a dioceſan biſhop 


of the firſt character? I think that I then only 
exerciſe the high office intruſted to me, in the 
church, as I ought; when I remember that Chriſt 


is the head of his church; that all chriſtians-are 


fellow ſubjects; that all are equally obliged to have 


recourſe to his directions; that he alone is the judge 


ef their condition, in the eyes of God.” — And 


again, 


n 


k 
C WW; * 2 . 
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a . has g great diſ- 
ment obſerved, at before 

the * dergy enjoyed a fulneſs of 
POE 5 ; 4 even. ſurfeited upon it. Were 
religion, and the real benefit of 

| Gat s church iGo ed under their adminiſtra». 
tion ? they were not ;—yet the reformation 
came: which was chiefly conducted by lay- 


counſels in oppoſition aryl A majo» 
rity of the ruling e pled jndecd with 
all the changes, all the contradictory ſchemes 


of religion, which a frequent ue change of 
counſels under Henry the Eight, Eduard the 


Sixth, and queen Mary made way for. But they 
were active in none of theſe changes, except in 
the reſtoration of popety under 2 80 Mary, 


and in the cruelties of her reign. The 


1 See an Examination of the Scheme of church fower, E 34. 
edit. Lr REN 1736.9. 7% 71. e 4 
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lee 7; becoming ac rif- 
tian biſbep, of endeavouring with all faithful dili- 

ö Fort. to bauiſn and drive away all errongous and 
range doctrines contrary to God's word, than to 

call upon, and encourage all chriſtians to have re- 
courle:to that word of God, and to judge from that 
alone; what doctrines are contrary to it. This 
am ready to do, bath privately and openty, and to ca. 
upon and encourage all clergynen, 15 my in- 
to take the like merhod.” Biſhop . 
ns tele. _ B- 14. 


i. B. The he es of ie 1 272 SS * {2}; | 
—— Gives as choſe which Japushad, 
Fet, we dare not aſcribe divinity to both 1 — 


4 4.5 
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that the clergy arethe beſt and —— | 


of the methods for promoting religion: and 
therefore the parliament ſhould take advice from 
them in making laws concerning religion. But 


what ſayeth the Examiner ?---® it will follow, 
that acts of parliament concerning ſpiritual per- 


ſons and ſpiritual things, may, with no great im- 
propriety, be compared to quack medicines ; 
which promiſe great matters, ſpeedy, ſafe, and 
infallible cures: but in the end e * 


an en the confivation. *.: 9772 
10 lord Codex, however, e once to be 


| ii the right, as when he ſays, “ the greateſt part 


of our ancient laws in favour ofthechurich and 
clergy, were made upon ſpecial petitions of the 


_ themſelves before the reformation.” 2 A0 


b. Bet here PR) r e ce * mea- 
gen were taken at the inſtance of the cler 
for promoting the ends of religion? were 
ſeverities exerciſed towards the poor M icli ſites, 
conducive to the ends of religion, and the in- 
tereſt of the church of God? they were the 
F effects of ſacerdotal counſels. The laws; 

ſay, under which the Wiekliſſires, our elder 


brethren in the reformation, ſuffered, were made 


at the ſpecial inſtance of the clergy. Sir Robe 
| Cotton, ſpeaking of the ſtatute of the ad 


e dens wi n 
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ſtatute * butcherly knife that the is 
in prelates procured, or had, againſt the poor 
: ers of Chriſt's goſpel. At this time, the 
a 8th of Henry the Fourth, the clergy ſuborned 
f prince, in the name of the commons, 
toexhibit a long and bloody bill againſt certain 
perſons called, Lollards; vis. againſt them that 
preached or taught any 50 — the _— 
ral Ivings of the ergy: "Sri 


"loam; tar the: biſhop. wind 3 
En gland as governed by two diſtin® adminiſtra- 
: ths, one ſpiritual, the other temporal; the Ex- 


_ © eminer obſerves, © that this ſpiritual legiſlature 


s abſolutely under the controul of the other: 
which has ſet bounds to it, over 25 it dares 
nor That even the ſubjects of its e 
ee, as well as the — of 2 
nances, in point of obligation, are preſcribed by 
ſtatute law: and that it cannot ſo much as at- 
tempt any canons or conſtitutions without a 
royal licence; and that none of its ordinances 
are binding even 5 580 the nt 2a ene wot | 


'S . 80 : 
12 9 85 107. 150 , 114. "a 8 


2 * Here the note on 5 26th of Henry the Eighth, 
referred to in biſhop Gibſon's Codex, Vol. I. p. 2 8, 
may well be mentioned, which is as follows, —— 
I“ Recognized by the clergy. | This recognition was 

made upon the occaſion 97 the grant of 100, oo0 J. 
made by the clergy, to obtain from the king a ge. 

5 neral * of all e . them incurred 
upon 


65 


Notwithſtanding theſe efforts: made by the 
haughty and daring prieſt, there are ſome of 
the conforming clergy of great diſtinction, who 
have ex preisly aſſerted the abſolute impoſſibi- 

lity of the chriſtian religion admitting of a civil 
eſtabliſhments and conſequently; that the clergy 
oan have no claim to ex ereiſe power in that 
province; but the conſcience muſt be fre. 


e No 


is 3 
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upon the ſtatutes of Proviſors and Premunire; par- 
ticularly, for their having ſubmitted to the legantine 
authority of cardinal Woolſey, contrary to the tener 
of the ſaid ſtatutes, The grant of the ſubſidy as 
to the money, appears to have paſſed the convc- 
cation eaſily and quickly; but the king refuſed to 
accept the gift or grant the pardon, unleſs after the 
words eccle/ie et cleri anglicani, in the form of the 
grant they would add, cajus protector et ſupremum 
caput is ſolus eft, &c. This remained under the de- 
liberation of both houſes of convocation; who, by 
their debates, appear to have been very deſirous, 
that the king would have accepted the ſubſidy 
without the clauſe ; but in the thirty - fourth ſeſſion 
the king's cofrimifſioners being ſent to inquire, 
whether they had yet come to any reſolution, told 
them, uod dominus rex noluit admittere ullam quali- 
Acationem ſuper eadem, Again, the next ſeſſion the 
commiſſioners declared, Senon babere commiſſionem 
de concludendo ſuper articulo Pardonationis et excep- 
tionis ejuſders; priuſquam concluſum fuiſſet per xpisco- 
pos ef CLERUM ſuper ditto articulo. At length it was 
agreed to in theſe words, Eccigiæ et cleri anglicani, 
cujus ſingularam protefiorem unicum, et SUPREMUM 


4 The PALL D1:UM mY 7 
= FINS nor. "IR of men hatſobter 
Gan make any part of true religion: and if —4 
thing be made by men, and impoſedias 
| it is not true religion, but ſuperſtition. And 
E ſuch ſuperſtition» or falſe religion men have 
made; and haye mixed that falſe religion of 
their own making, with the true religion which, 
God made. The pagans did io — natural 


| _ 


. Wal 


: Domino "TERRY Lebte, ue IP 
| SUPREMUM. cu ip/ius majeftatem 1 recognoſcimus. 
| See alſo the firſt ere corpnation: metals; vir. 
| h of dats Yew %% 


- The Laudean actifice. Ape: uſe ar to 4 Pc wh 
of reviving the claim of clerical dominion, deſerves | 
notice in this place: I mean, the praiſe given to God, 
for that power he has given to the church to rule tbe con- 
fanden of men. Made the contents of the 14955 Pn; 2 


N 


1111 10 


1 oh mention a number of editions wherein the. 


| im iety 18 glaring. 297156 Bel: 
1 Canbridgec of 1629, by Thomas and John: 
SICEL 5! 1: oc 
„The ee 161, by Robert Barker and 
aſſigns of John Bill. coded 
The Cambridge of 1637, by T. Buck and Re. 
ger Daniel. Wenn 
The London of 1 bao, by R. Tater and actes 
of John Bill. RIA, 2D 


The London of 1647, by the company of 18 ; 


tioners. 
The Oxford of «660. ; Johs Feld, . Rao 
* be London of _ V Bill and — K. 


\ FP" _—_ he 
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= fon: the jews and the ſamaritans did fo 
the moſaicreligion : and the papiſts have 
45 fo with the chriſtian religion.“ The ww 
may find: this teſtimony borne to the truth, by 
Dr. Folm Jeffery arch- descon of N er in 
his Nel gron of: the wrong e 22. | 
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"T6 L of 7702, by ditto. | OI 
The Oxford of 1717, by John Baſker a at che. 
_ Clarendon Printing Houſe: ©. . 

The Oxford o 1727, by John Baſkett. A 2 TY 

The Oxford of 1730, by the univerſity printers. | 
5 Be Oxford of, 4743. by Thomas and Robert 

alkett. 

* ſhall. N put t down. { ſome prior editions, and 
give. the contents or. titles. 

In that of 1537, he peculiarly moveth Thrael to N 
Cod, becauſe be not on) had deliuered them from their | 
bondage, but had alſo made them oyaures c and chaſh/ers 
of the gentyles and beathen. © 

In that of Cranmer's 1559. the title iaoniy this, 
Praiſe 1 Be everlaſting. N 4 

In that of 1 549,—who has — them viftoures 3 
and chaſtyſers of thes 6 and heythen.. © 
In that of 1 14 t Roven at the coſte and 
charges ok Richa Yen the contents are, 
| a fonge of the aer 6 Dar id, praiſe the everlaſting... 
In that of London 1577 and o 1589, by the de- 
puties of Chriſtopher Barker, the contents are,— 
to praiſe the Lord for his victorie and conqueſt, * be, 
zd his ſaints againſt all man's power. 

In that of London 159 2 by W of chuio- 0 


oſt W its | 50 
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| 
| 
| 
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| 
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185 Eyglih ipinlate hefotioendmtioneds dus 

defines the church of Chriſt. It is the num 


ber of perſons who are ſincerely and willingly: 


ſubject to him as law-giver and judge, in all 
matters relating to oonſcience, or eternal falva-. 

3 1 it a ſufficient authority that 
©#.59 he 


Im thoſe of 1657 57 1 5 = by Robert Barker,” 


the ſame with hol of 1 577. ant 1 1589, wii 


mentioned. \ 
N. B. There are oply 900 echo of aße * 


Finb's reign that have been examined, beverthe- 


leſs, it ae that the aſcription. of pra, Po Cod, 


for the power be has given the 1 2 to rule tb gang 


ſciences of men ! was of Laudean ori al N either is 


it credible that any other but'a'mah o f conſummate 
pride, ſuperior rank and influence in the church, j 
and in firſt 'favour with the prince; could have FD 
ſumed upon Ane ſuch a deteſtable repteſenta- | 
tion of the deſign,” or ſpirit. of 2 divine ode..." ; r 


We have reaſon to aſcribe trinity y to gh. 
For our Engliſh hiſtory, of Chet t 12 o * op 
eighth year ee hip reign, gie an account ©. 
Baftwick bein angeles, e 005 TA 
Iſo" 5 a being d 

efencè of popety ing e icate 00 . DI 
Lai, and 11 . 55 To Re 2 0 h 

-Fhough"the ſhocking i 2285 eg 
has been in © eee of our, Eng liſh 
bibles ſince the Eaudean da ays; yet v we have 1 aſon 5 
to bleſs God, that inſtead of ach. church clair -of,,. 


power 70 bind kings in chain}, and nobles with ſetters * 
of #ron, the ſtatute laws o Tear Britain have ares 


the ſupremacy * the prince over the church. 
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be has declared the conditions of their ſalvation, 
and that no man upon earth hath any autho- 
rity to declare any other, or to add one tittle to 
them; if they reſolve to perform what they ſee 
he la yeth a {treſs upon, and if they truſt no 
_ with the abſolute direction of their con- 
| ſciences,” the pardon of their ſins, or the deter- 

ining: of their intereſt in God's favour ; but 
wait for their judge, who alone can bring to 
W eee, of eee 4 


SB 


or *% But, fays he, there are me profeſſed 
chiikane who contend openly for ſuch an au- 
| thority, as indiſpenſably obliges all around them 
to unity of profeſſion: that is, to profeſs what 
they do not, what they cannot believe to be 
true. This ſounds ſo groſsly, that others, who 
think they act a glorious part in oppoſing ſuch 
an enormity, are very willing, for their own 
ſakes, to retain ſuch an authority, as ſhall oblige 
men, whatever they thernſelves think; though 
not to profeſs what they do not believe, yet to 
forbear the profeſſion and publication of wiat 
they do believe, let them believe it 1 ever 0 


much importance. 


Both theſe propoſitions are . upon 
the miſtaken notion of peace, as well as autho- 
rity of the kingdom, or church of Chriſt,. 

which of them is moſt inſu pportable to an ho- 
neſt and a chriſtian mind, I am not able to ſay : 
becauſe they both equally found the authority 
of the church of Chriſt, wank the ruins of ſin- 
5 = We 2 e e 


go Af PaALLADEDM of 


cerity and common honeſty and miſtake: ſtu- 
pidity and ſleep for peace: eee they would 
have both equally — all reformation 
Where it bach rag and will, for ever A it 
er it is not are bat 49955 acl 


b r : 


F "Whenever e we nk any 3 contending 
for the ſpiritual juriſdiction, church authority, 
or for an hierarchy of elerical power, we are 
tempted to conclude, with the above prelate, 
* that men argue from other viſible ſocieties 
and other viſible kingdoms of this world, to 
what ought to be vidble and ſenſible in Chriſt's 
kingdom ; conſtantly leaving out of their no- 
tion, the moſt eſſential part of it, that Ghrift 1s 
king in bis own: kingdom 1 ſubſtituting others in 
his place, as law-givers and judges, in the ſame 

points, in which he muſt er n or not 
at all be lavwrgiver ang judge.” orion © 


oy * 8 115 E * 
1 8 2 . of I 3 


It ſeems, the argument is 5 if any 
8 be ſo: and yet, there are warm advocates 

for a civil n who are in- 
dlined to treat with contempt the proteſtant 
non- conformiſt, as if he \ was ſc RG and pox: 
tree 


But — gall any = able to Fang oy an ſkin | 
mation of the open and ingenious ee 
| Bayle—** It is a being a worker of iniquity, to 
cleave to the better church not from a love for 
che e at n. werldly: ARCANE or any 
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other human conſideration. The conformiſt 
and non- conformiſt are, in ſome reſpects, equally 
concerned in this opſervation: for however they 
may eſteem the one or the other the better 
church, the motive to the adherence muſt be 
' truth, and not any other conſideration ; elſe 
they are, even by their religious profeſſion, no 


Lang than ene _ wet art I 
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„ When hs following narrative is e 

| 3 independence which an eccleſiaſtical hierarchy 
does affect, will appear in an yet higher competition 
khan with that of the civil magiſtrate; for it con- 

fronts and openly inſults the authority of the apoſtles, 
and of ChR ISH himſelf.— A book publiſhed 168 3, 

London, octavo, entitled, The ge Bi Reconciler ;, 
humbly pleading for condeſcenſion to diſſenting brethren, 
in things indifferent and unneceſſary for the ſake of peace; 
did ſo incenſe Dr. Ward, BISsHO OF SALISBURY, 
that he obliged Dr. 1 the author to make the 
e e eee 


1 Daniel Whithy, D. D. \thaxirdr of the church 
| of Sarum, and rector of the pariſh church of St. 
Eamund's in the city and dioceſce of Sarum, having 
been the author of a book, called, ihe Proteſtant 
Reconciler, which, through want of prudence and 
deference to authority, I have cauſed to be printed 
and publiſhed; am truly and heartily ſorry for the 
ſafe, and for any evil influence it has had upon the 
diſſentefs from the church of England, eſtabliſhed 


by law, or others; and whereas it r containeth ſeve- 
(970 F 4 . . ral 
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FE might refer. our 8 back 10 a | 
note in the former ſection, in proof of 
this propoſition: but beſides that evidence, we 


ſhall enter into the argument with yet greater 


preciſion, as it ſtands in the opinion of WINE 


eee een e eee, 
ern Our 


= 


hin which 1 am eee my > donde 
are obnoxious to the canons, and do reflect upon 
the . of the ſaid church, I do hereby 
apenly revoke and renounce all irreverent and un- 
meet expreſſions contained therein, by which I have 
juſtly incurred the cenſure, or diſpleaſure of my 
ſaperiors : and furthermore, whereas theſe 20% pro- 

itions have been ren Nt you e from 


the ſaid book, Di. 3 | 5 ; - 2(14 


— 


I. That it is not lawful for —.— to 1 84 any 


thing in the ien of an 2593 is bot Pry 


neck ffary. > Mine 997 16. hae edc 10 
8 \ 


hg i The duty >" an ding. 4 Ou rale, is. 
inconſiſtent with all human authority of making 
Lows cru: indifferent things i 01 neh 


TRE 


1 * openly renounce both the Gd 1 ; 


being falſe, erroneous, and ſchiſmatical z and; do 


_ and alam all netz, Palingns and aſſer- 5 
tions 


1 


Our buſineſs will principally, be with the au- 
thority of ecclofiaical ſnods. * And here let. 

take the opinion of a very celebrated and moſt 
able writer on the ſubject, whom 1 find thus 


— 
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tions contained: in the ſaid book, from whence 
theſe poſitions can be inferred ; and wherein ſoever 
| have offended therein, I do aſk pardon of God 


5 


and the church for the ſame.” 


Any reader of common ſenſe may ſee the repug- 
nancy of eccleſiaſtical authority, in the above in- 
ſtance, to that of Chriſt and his apoftles : and 
what an „ it preſent of human 
nature, in its yieldings to temptation ? Could any 
two propoſitions contain more truth? or more ac- 
curately ſpeak the language of reaſon, conſcience, 
and revelation? and how ſhocking the thought of 
ſo diſtinguiſhed a mind, as that of Dr. Jhitby's, 
ſhould be led, by any conſideration, to renounce, 
as falſe and erroneous, the moſt reaſonable and juſt 
propoſitions? and to aſk pardon of God, for having 
aſſerted and maintained the unalienable rights of 
conſcience ! PTL HOY IT en 
If the epiſcopal juriſdiction could ſo far influence 
and debaſe the powers of the human mind, as to 
reduce a dignified clergyman, of very diſtinguiſhed 
learning and abilities, to ſuch a flagrant proſtitu- 
tion of his conſcience ; we cannot be ſurpriſed at 
its affecting an independence on any civil authority. 


„B. This church power will be taken further 
notice of, in the diſcourſe on an apoſtolic idea of the 
kingdom of God, Appendix. = 


74 e ll wm | 


expreſſing himſelf, —* It is, I conceive, allowed 
on all hands, that the definitions of eccleſiaſti- 
cal fynods are no farther obligatory, than as 
they are ratified and confirmed by civil autho- 
rity---for though' the faith of Chriſt neither de- 
pends upon the authority of man, nor is ſub- 
ject to the power either of ſynods or princes, as 
to What concerns the truth of it: yet what that 
faith is which ſhall: be allowed to be profeſſed, 
in every community, by the laws of it, and re- 
ceive not only protection, but encouragement 6 
from the civil power, muſt be left to the prince 
to determine: and the definitions of ſynods in 
fayour of it, will ſignify very little, till what 
they have determined to be the ri ght faith; be 
a allowed by the civil magiſtrate; to be pub 
lickly profeſſed and taught; — be received 
into his rant cart and under his Jo 8 5 
n ITE 


#7} 


* 


This i is PIO very. PR POR « MY 
faith of. Chriſt neither depends upon the au- 
thority. of man, nor is ſubject to the power 
either 125 ſynods or princes, as to what concerns 
the truth of it —and yet it ſeems, it muſt be 
_—_ the — to determine what that faith 
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gynod and the prince ſhall approve, what is dif- 
tinct from its ſenſe or meaning, and what has no 
concern with the truth of chriſtianity ? Some- 
thing like this muſt certainly be underſtood, by 
that right faithto be allowed by the civil magiſ- 
trate, to be publickly profeſſed and taught: be- 
<auſe the faith of Chriſt which concerns the 
truth of the profeſſion, © depends no way upon 
the authority of man, nor can be ſubject to the 
power either of tynods « or princes,” | 


Phis very 1d writer appears to be cott 5 
ee of the ſophiſm, and therefore he adds 
immediately, But much more reaſonable as 
well as neceſſary, is the confirmation of the 
prince, to give authority to thoſe carons'which 
regard the diſcipline and politic of the church: 

becauſe in theſe the intereſt of the ſtate is con- 
cerned ; and an authority uſurped, and men's 
civil intereſts either directly or by conſequence, 

affected; and to all which as the conſent of the 
Prince is required, ſo the nature and ends of go- 
vernment will not permit, that any thing of 
this kind ſhould be done, within the ſtate, with- 
out his conſent firſt obtained for the doing of it.” 


Here is fomething taken for granted, vz. 
that the church is a civil or political conſtitution, 
that can and does uſurp an authority, which 
affects men's civil intereſts And no doubt, 
ſuch a church, with ſuch uſurpations, ou oht, 
every where and at all times, to be under the 
controul ho the civil e And _ at 

07-4 Au nb 4, | 1ſt 


_ 
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fuſt view, , appears far more . 
that the proteſſion of the faith of Cbrift, 5 
I. left to the determination of 15 ine 


1 to ps king 8 ſupremacy in all e 
cal matters, this writer ſays, not only upon 
the prince's own private judgment, or upon the 
advice of any ſelect perſons of his clergy, (though 
it be a matter eccleſiaſtical) but with the advice 


of his council, who, by his command are wt 


powered to judge of what the convocation h 
done, and whoſe opinion, if he approves. of it, 
en of his clergy- 0; nic) 


2 ” And. not only the ſitting of the 79 
but L affirm, that their 2 too does $ depend 
upon the will a boat nila; 

3 70 far premacy of the prince is 7 in 
four periods. Fig, from the converſion of the 
Saxons to the time of the Norman conqueſt, 


Second, from that period to the 23d of Eduard 


the Firſt. Third, from that period jo the 25th 


of Henry the Ezghrh... "Fourth, en that e 
10 his own. times. VT 0 


'This greatly 8 debtor has alſo ſhewn, 
that the convocation cannot execute any one of 
their. canons, but with theſe following limita-· 
tions, vi. Firſt, that they be not againſt the 
prerogative of the king. "Recondy,, nor againſt 


the. GRO hy, 0 Thirdy, nor ay any 


0 
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ſtatute law. ren ade: nor — 8 e 
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15 The ede dnss 6 4 Eng ond 
take upon him the protection and guardianſhip 
of their definitions, 1s, * becauſe ſuch is the con- 
dition of human nature, that paſſion and pre- 
Jadice,” ignorance and intereſt, noiſe and cla- 
 mour; oftentimes break in, and confound the 
proceedings of cheſe-—aſſemblies; and many 
things” are debated” haſtily, carried on We 
COPY and N e er W b ph ty 


* 4 yy — 7 
x 4 
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* ndeb't to N us, ** 8 pines: ia 
be allowed to be a competent judge of the de- 
terminations of a hnod, he thus reaſons, <<-- 
May not a point be propoſed, and ſeripture 
be quoted; and antiquity alledged; and learned 
men canvaſs theſe matters ſo long, till a ſtander- 
by; who is endued with a good natural udg- 
ment, ſhall be able very evidently to diſcern,” 
on which ſide the truth and authority lies ? i 
not, I ami ſure the generality of chriſtians will 
be left under very hard circumſtances; who 
muſt, at laſt, believe as the church believes; ; 
and pin their faith upon the authority of their 
clergy; and-neither be allowed to judge of the 
grounds of it, nor, if once in an error, be ca- 
pable of ever being cenvinced of it. But if 
therefore it muſt be confeſſed; that an argument 
Sg be- managed by learned men, in ſuch wiſe, 


as 


> Ibid. p. 129᷑ hid. p. 82. 


38. W Payianrom of 

25, 40 n that are nat 3 on 
which ſide the truth lies; then certainly the- 
prince may be alſo capable of diſcerning whe- 


ther his ſynod has r ans Fair loci or 
ae 8 bas noi 8% SA 
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The ieee is . as Sit derbe late 

| the reaſonableneſs of the::prince's.: ſupremacy 
oyer all eccleſiaſtical ſynods; but then it proves 
more than the doctor deſigned it ſhould, viz. 
that the cireumſtances in which the generality 
of chriſtians, will be left are equally as hard, if 
they muſt believe as their prince believes, and 
pin their faith upon his authority, and neither 
be allowed to judge of the grounds of their faith, 
nor if once in an error, be capable of being ever 
convinced of it. But if they who are not learned 
may be ſuppoſed capable — diſcerning on which 
ſide. the truth 77 they muſt be allowed to be 
| equally capable. Judging of any of the deter- 
minations of the prince, as of thoſe of the ſynod: 
and if they have not the liberty, of doing fo, 
they. are; altogether as wretehed as if they were 
obliged to ſwallow implicitly . 

fa ſynod, in matten of faith and worſhip. ! 
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oil 211} 28 112d) 

4 By a parity of 3 5 likewiſe airs 
Lat. if. the convocation: cannot execute any ca- 
nons, againſt the royal prerogative againſt the 5 
common law —againſt the ſtatute law — neither 
ſhould the royal prerogative exert any act of 
Po againſt. the law of e, reli- 


gious 
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gipus liberty. againſt the unalienable rights of 


conſcience. But whatever has been ſaid of 
fallibility of ſynods, may admit of equal evi- 
dence as 5 the fallibility of princes and of their 
councils: eſpecially, if we lay any ſtreſs upon 
an article of this drs faith, who anon became 
lord primate . all. England, . I believe. 
there is no nation where the goſpe l of Chriſt has 
prevailed, in which eccleſiaſtical perſons; have 
not been, by a kind of general conſent, ad- 
mitted to the management of civil affairs; and 
been adviſed with as well in matters relating to 
the ſtate, a8 in thoſe Which concern the church. Joe 
＋ his having — — 8 caſe, we are led to 
ſuppoſe the prince forming a judgment of eccle- 
ſiaſtical matters, by the advice of eccleſiaſtical 
perſons: ſo that there will be no ſort of ad- 
vantage ariſe from the determinations of the 
prince, in the province of religion, any more 
than if the determination of the . was itſelf 
ing, deciſive. , 1 : e 8 


Fo or again he: fays, « Tt 1 ever been; the 
wiſdom as well as piety of chriſtian princes, to 
pay a juſt deference both to the judgment and 
integrity of their church-men ;-and to think none 
more proper to adviſe with, even in their civil 
| concerns; and oftentimes, to intruſt too with 
the management of them; than thoſe whoſe 
profeſſion at once diſpoſes them both to a greater 
extent of enen, and to a 1 8 ſenſe of 
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other men. Wi e el 
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Lord“ 7 b cot ght Wir r betten epif 
 pacy was ęſſential to the well being of Aena 


civil (yſtem ; for; upon the excluſion of the biſkops- 
from the houſe of lords, he ſays, that many 
were afraid of ſo great am altetation in the frame 
of the conſtitution of parliament, as che utter taking 
away of one of che three eſtates, of which the par: 
liament is compounded, and were infinitely. pros. 
voked ; and lamented the paſſing that act, as an 
introduction to the intire deſtruction of the govern- 
ment of the church, and to the alteration of the re- 
_ of the kingdom“ Vol. I. p. rer, 102. Aud 
this very hiſtorian, when. ſpeaking of his patron 


archbiſhop Landl, firſt lordoof the treakury, has theſe 


remarks © It is the misfortune of moſt perſons 57 7 
that education, how worthy ſoever, that they have 
rarely friendſhip with. men aboye their own condi- 
tion, and that their aſcent being commonly ſudden, 
from low to high, they have atterwatds rather de- 
pendents than friends ;—and which is worſe, re- 
ceive for the moſt᷑ part, their ĩtiformations and 44. 
vertiſements from clergymen, who underſtand the 


leaſt, aud take the worſt meaſures of human 6 of: 
5 all mankind, that can write and raue . Kale . 66. 


Another 15 dis ee is 19 e on che whole 


8. V im to have made. f 


in the Race of Gal 12 and the — eat: wr 
convincing evidence. It was at a time when the 


chancellor himſelf, and many other wiſe men, 
| thou * 


— 


they had afterwards a ſa 


7 
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21-31 bes cl - biftge 
Jha We have: * hn an ines i Dr. 
Wake: had given on | ecclefraſtics :++-and yet, we 
have had from this ſame pen, a very diſadvan- 
tageous deſeription of them in their ſynodical ca- 


| pavcity; and even more confirmed by ſome other 
repreſentations. e. g. That ſuch times may 
bappen he farther 6a ys, in which fynods may 
be apt to prove Wera wfeleſs but Kufa, we 
| have not only che experience, but the com- 
plaints of the beſt men to convince us. It was 
ere Je deze eh. Gn _ 


: Aba 10 Rum e lu ennsbhnaofqs: Palled 
2 26 ig W e boy Den 


cho ht! it : would hay e been happy 105 th 1 * - 
Bo wot have nifolved his para. 1 Yeu i 
argument preſſed W who had no more affec- 
tion for the church than dhe "Me IR had, prevailed 
with moſt o ”# the bithop iſſuade the 1195 from 
1 to any ſuct ice when they had 
much more reaſon to ex xpect a ſtrong ger party in a 
new parliament, and might have 1 8 that their 
friends fell from them very dayin both houſes, and 
that the court was not e to them, of which 
experiences, an and which 


they might thenhayeyel foreſeen,” #0 III. 5. 711. 
One more inſtance he produces, 4 very flagrant 
one of the biſhops, being conſidered only as the 
tools of power, who were ordained to pay the moſt 
ſervile ſubmiſſion to the will of the prince: which 
e illuſtrates in the caſe of king Charles the. Second's 
liſpleaſure ſhewn in the houſe, of lords, in not 
webe addreſs of thanks for his removing the 


chancellor. The 8 ſent to the e of 


$82 ĩ PA AN of | 10 


. paſſed v upon the ſynods of his time; and it is 
mare to be regarded, becauſe it was tlie eſult 


of /a frequent trial, and a ſad obſervation; "that 
be fled all ſuch aſſemblies, as having never ſeen any 


gere e toon 1 ee Op le | 


7 


way © 10. 4 Bit 1 * We 
5 1 $7 $6 5 1 


* that 155 3 in "bis nelly” «name, | 
command all the biſhop's bench, to concur in it; 
and if they ſhould refuſe it, he would 80 0 | 

| e Lid. P. $42. et Synch 1, 5 "7 


"jus the Billiops were chi by the W 


as his creatures and dependents, who ber blindly 


obey. the nod of the ſceptre: foraſmuch as their 


primary conſecrations, and every of their tranſla- 
Aon derive from the will of their fovercign. 2 


Another hiſtorian tell us, that as early as 


yi Charles the Firſt, when non-conformity ſpread. in 


England, and the ſpirit of freedom lift up its head, 
in 1677, <« "the biſhops and courtiers did join the 


papiſts and preach up popery.” er Ht 2 LEE Pa. 
Titans. N Val. II. 2. 301. : | 


We might have added, ig. aſe Which akin 11 5 


Hir made of biſbops; by referring the reader to 
the 17th ſection of Milton's W nee 


N Mular, 17 56. 
"To the fame TOY the hot and 1 Lan: | 


| low fays, ol when 1 firſt took up arms under the 


arliament, in defence of the rights and liberties 


df my country, I did not think that a work ſo 


good and ſo neceſſary would have been attended 


With ſo. great difficulties ; but finding by expe- 


rience the Arong combination of intereſts at home and 
ES | | abroad 
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did not cauſe more miſchief than. it remedied..* 
eir contention and ambition is not to be ex- 
fte and a man may much eafier fall into 


himſelf, by judging of other men, than he 


| a be able to feen 1 FORE. ws 


4. 


Hap to have diſſolved the very idea of i 
1 5 . of the clergy i in South- Britain. 


We may Gali bis farther c the point, 
in order to ſhew the abſolute uſeleſsneſs of . 
Fo 


3 MINED: of Br 


**, At 22 


8 A > 
#1545 „ 


1 1 - 
— 


ibroad againſt them; the cloſe confantion of the popiſh 


and prelatical powers againſt them——1l became con- 


vinced of my en error.“ b Vol. I. p. 
ane; 11 ; 4 Fog Ty | 7 25 '4 
nns KK: 

There i is a more recent teſtimony kg wer 
in the clergy ; which I find in a ſpirited anſwer to 
the country parſon's plea againſt the Quaker”s tythe Bill, 
ſecond edit. 1736; reprinted in the pillars of priefs- 


craft ſhaken, 1752.— Whether it be. fitting that 


the clergy ſhould be truſted with power to op- 

3 is a queſtion of ſo eaſy a diſcuſſion, that they 
_ have not a friend in the world, who, as to his on 
| e, would chuſe 70 live at their mercy.” _ 


5 Milton ſays, « let i it roduced, what good 
hath been done by ſynods be pr the | firſt times of 


reformation.“ W 2 
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5 5 avi YOON ce that a ſort of libert 
15 9 8 deny the truth of TY 
Br the ; Very b "bein mg 55 a God; the certain 
; the 2 au ority Of che holy ſcri ture: & 8 


eta ; uthor! th 

and the common avowed Püftple of r 

f 1 1d be not only needleſs, but abſurd f 

d to be called to 10 115 over. Again the 
mentals c of þ f piety, ; 5 and ſ folemily. efine a; 155 

15 ices 7 0 rop hane di Filters A they 

wala RG by. e it, aun only this, 

e Won 1d fee thi beit dg, and the 

Win "deſprjed- by them. CI authority 

| refrain £ ſuch, bold men; but it is ridiculpus 

5 that all the ſynods in the world, 2 

- able to perſuade them. Sa anon 


K 4 
we anc. 
* « ic 


tot 
FE 


Ef Afterwards he ſpeaks oP 8 ynods, as of ſome 
doo: the reformarign of the — but then 
ſeems again very extraordinary er 
« 9 whets the diſcipline and authority of 
the church itſelf is defective; and irregularities 
| both in in the cler ergy and lai und, for want of 
ws ee cient to ſupppeſs them, a conrogca- 
| ken © to, Conſider, 18 4 | rerniec 
[noma 


or 
de enabled, mate ee 


e fucks, "tha ta cotivocation: a might mee, fon 
this purpoſe. lat F am Afraid, bur nen 
| * become, 7 00, great to be healed: and that we 


cahable 0 9 e e "above. 2h 
things, awe moſt av ; TG g 
1374. p. 310, 11. 'D p 2 314, 315. 


40 7 4 © : 101 


Saen and In END. By 


ä gdf there 1 any truth in His, Acoaunterthe 
church itſelf is in 325 a diſtempered condition 

as to be incurable; and even. the attempts 5 5 
convocation to heal, Sou Kind oe to ee 


| ther ee, 


No wonder he was 2 0 * concl u - 
when. we conſider him as having under bis 
eye an hiſtory of convocations, R perhaps, Ic 
moſt complete that any man could. be furn 

withal.---In three later reigns, he has theſe re- 
marks upon them. Of thoſe in James the Hul, 
he ſays, © except it were in his year, we do 
not hear of any great buſineſs, done by them, 
more than that of granting ſublidies;” de Vile 


"+4 


PS a 


0 la king Charks the Firſt's time, Pn were 
but few parliaments, and therefore We are at 


lab for convocations.”3 r 


a In kin g Carts the 1 8 "AS 45 
famous one of 1660 met, and ſettled the affairs 
of the church; but that being done, they were 
| by the king's writ prorogued erghteen ſeveral 

times ſucceſlively ; ; and it does not appear by the 

journal of it, which I have ſeen, that any thing 
material was afterwards done by it. 

4 4 Thus 

4 Thid. p. 142. | | 


, 9 
— — 


1 
— 


3 However, in this reign, though the commons 
voted Montague: s book, infamous, the king owned 
him as his chaplain. —Nay; the biſhops denied that 

— their Juriſdiction as biſhops from the king. 


" . aA of 42 
aps thevery beſt 


"This areweſhewp, fro: i peth 


f 9 5 paw writer, on the fubject, the ſtatings 


of ſynodical authority; and alſo are entertained 


with the king's ſupremacy. very largely vindi- 
cated.---But fince this writer ae” 5 that 


the faith of Chriſt neither depends upon the 
authority of man, nor is ſubje& to the power 


either of ſynods or princes, as to what concerns 


— truth : it follows, that neither the one nor 
e other can determine the hereſy of any man. 
And I preſume that Dr. Wake will, nay does 
actually allow as much: for ſpeakin g of the 


cafe of Dr. Sherhck, he fays, I think it very 


Hard, that he ſhould be forced to believe a plu- 
rality of Gods, whether he does believe any 


 fuch doctrine, or no: and if to err in ſuch a 
matter as this, or not to ſee all the poſſible con- 


ſequences of an hypotheſis, in ſo abſtruſe a ſpe⸗ 


culation be a crime, I am afraid it will be hard 


for ww of us, to be 2 innocent. ago 
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. vil. 


Lard Cantxnon's 2 in 2 Ch 


[E--4 


Prin au. 5 


\H E 8 we have taken, i in this ni 


tory of civil and religious liberty, has 


. 7 under Section I. to give a definition of 
religion. II. To ſhew the demand it makes of 


an uniyerſal toleration. III. To exhibit the 
nature and ſourcę of religious liberty. . IV. The 


diverſe methods taken in conducting the re- 
formation, V. That perſecution attends the 


princely prerogatiye exerciſed in the province 
of religion, VI. The affected independence 


of the church hierarchy. VII. The * 8 
! ſuprernacy over that hierarchy. | 


Thus prepared to take ſome particular notice 
of the profeftant-diſſenter ; we ſhall begin to 


open his anncker, as Brava. by a * hif- 
en. Ag g 1 5 * 


Wut a an attention is given to his 3 


we ſhall be carried onward in the hiſtory of dur 


nation, and be enabled to form ſome farther 
— ideas of the efforts progreſſively made, 
5 F in W of the 


Woo to 
. 


2 


„ or. 


= n, 
3 3 of the community, in their oppo- 


ſition to tyranny, or to the arbitrary ſchemes of 


the crown and clergy, during the reigns of the 
Charles s. Under both of An 


ich princes, lord 
Clarendon ſupplied one of the firſt offices in the 


; ſtate. This bigatted.church-man would affect 


to arraign, load with infamy, and condemn, a 
body of men, who appear, from his own ac- 


counts, to have been the only cordial and con- 


1 friends to Uberty, civil and religious. + 


2 ide inconfiftetty me ds Ee te 


pen of a writer, blinded with bi otry or an en- : 


chufiaſtic zcal for the church and the crown. 

And yet he well knew how Charles the Pirjt 
Was ſtretching the prerogative; and makes no 
ſeruple of owning, that oth Gharles the Second 


and the de of Ford were Frenchified. 4 Nay 
more, he fays of Charkes the Second, 4 that he 


had too much grace for jefrutts.” . That 66. 


tholics became © converſant in theſe 7 
court where the king's chaplains preſumed not 
w i ene = An that the king did deteſt 
terians.” * To fay. the truth of this 

ble hiftorian, we cannot be very eertain, that 
Hi lordſhip was not himſelf a papiſt. For his 
very learned editors do inform us, that in an 


{2 biff 7 1 diſc: 2 Written by him ON the Popes, 


ring his exile, R 
; | . . | FE 10 op n dieated | 
£713 VID 33 ff 0 ER” | 


2 » Bhs e eee n tack of f Crean 
2 W. edit. 1759, oha, Vol. II. p. 188. b Jeid. . 227. 
„„. #4 id, J. zoo. TE Hb ng 
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— dicited the N of that odious. ri 


ſition,” yt 


It is therefore no matter of furgeize, that fuch 
a thorough paced advocate of prieſtly power, as 
well as of princely prerogative, 'ſhould be ſome- 


what ſplenetic towards the ſons of freedom; or 


that he ſhould openly confeſs himſelf to bel <2 


man very much in the g of vr Nied 
: anc ON 8 


: $2970 


His lordſhip never'onee' ape to 17 con- 


ſidered the proteſtant- diſſenter in a religious 


view; he does not ſeem to have been capable 


of it: he only contemplates him, in his 
fſition to the political ſchemes of the prieſt and 
the prince. He lived too at a time when party 


rage had been enflamed, by factions in govern- 


ment, and the moſt wanton exerciſe of power. 
In theſe circumſtances, ſome of the weaker 


preſbyterians might be led to fancy, incon- 
ſiſtently with their own principles, tbat even re. 


ligion might admit of a civil eftabliſhment ! But 
this could not be ſaid of the Seiden s and Sidneys, 
the Holliss and Hampden's, the Ludlow's, Mar 


del s, and Milton g. Nevertheleſs, the fanati- 
ciſm of the weak could not well exceed that of 


his lordſhip, who was capable of ſuppoſing. 
« the king's declaration at Breda was by God's 


inſpiration.” * Though his lordſhip afterwards 


owns, * that he had put the king in mind, 


how 


e Vol. III. 5. 613. f Pol. 11; 1 ſuppoſe he meaneth 
very aucb prejudiced againſt them, # 6; Pol. II 2 : 


n = 


90 A. The: PLLAD IU gf 7% 


boy much he bimielf had oppoſed ts 
and expreſſions, 51 were in tat drUInely 8 in- 


e eee hs 


The charadter of top aide e e is 0 
ak; one who led a moſt profligate life. The 
duke of Ormond ſaid of him, that he ſpent moſt 
of his time with confident young men, Who 
abhorred all diſcourſe that was ſerious, and, in 
the Oy they aſſumed in drollery and raillery, 
'n eſerved no reverence towards God or man, 

t laughed at all ſober men, and even at reli- 
gion itſelf,” * The chancellor himſelf tells us, 
© the king ſpent his time in the company of 
thoſe who made it their buſineſs to laugh at all 
the world, and who were as bold with God Al- 

mighty as with any. of his creatures: and yet he 
wee in * * en without any re 


f . 
/ 


i At anceher done when mentioning the pro- 
phaneneſs and atheiſm of the court, he ſays, 
t all men of virtue and ſobriety, of which 
there were very many in the king's family, were 

ieved and heart- broken with hearing what 
they could not chuſe but hear, and ſeeing many 
things which they could not avoid the ſeeing. 
There were very few of the council that did not 
to one another lament the exceſſes, which muſt 
ug time be attended with wal e en 9601 


- & 
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Tedſtimonies, 1 would incline one to 
think extremely favourably of that ſett of men, 
whom this vicious king did deteſt. And by theſe 
ſtrictures we are better able to form an impartial 
judgment of the accounts he has been pleaſed 
to give of the preſbyterians; eſpecially, when we 
have taken a view of the remarkable character 
given by his lordſhip of the reſtoring parliament. 
r The houſe of commons ſeemed equally conſti- 
tuted to what it could be wiſhed : for 9 
there were many preſbyterian members, af 
ſome of all other factions in religion, who did 
all promiſe themſelves ſome liberty and indul- 
gence for their ſeveral parties, yet they all pro- 
feſſed great zeal for the eſtabliſhing of the king 


in his full power. And the major part of the houſe 


was of ſober and prudent men, who had been 
long known to be very weary of all late govern- 
ments, and heartily to defire and pray for the 
_ king's reſtoration.” "--- Again, it is true the 


preſbyterians were very numerous in the houſe, | 


and many of them men of good parts, and had 
a great party in the army, and a greater in the 
city, and except with reference to epiſcopacy, 
were deſirous of making themſelves grateful to 


the king, in ſettling all his intereſt, &c.“ *--. 


« particularly, Sir George Booth, a preſbyterian, 


contributed greatly to the reſtoration. | 


A plain, open, full adketporlecicionit mids 
by: his lordſhip, of the preſbyterians having had 
a Leb hand in i the "rctoraion 

It 


* Fol. II. p. ys "FM Bid. p. 15. 8 I Bid. p. 36, com- 
fared with p. Sy 


al 1 e Par: LADIUM af. 


* 


1 85 
IK may. S proper, by a e to. reich 


quriattentions 4 little more bac dee | 
teſtimony of this hiſtorian, 10 the arny under 
Oliva. Cromwell. „And he tells us, Cem. 
well, had been moſt, ſtrict and ſevere i in form- 
ing the manners of the army, and! in chaſtiſing 
all irregularities; e that ſure there was 
nerer any ſuch body of men, ſo without 

apine, ſwearing, drinking, or. any other de- 

meer the e . N 


* 1 2 * * f # 4 
8 5 2 „ 4 5 $ : „ 


* 


The eg in n the laſt gate is Ih as | 
cannot fail of exciting a ſmile at the bigotry, 
ignorance, and abſurdity 1 it e  HAecens 

n, free from all vice; of the moſt regul 


l DI Dy T's by 14 F 14 aig i. 
YC 


3 ehaviour; obſerving the moſt exact Ae line! 
but All the time . b W 8: e 


* * i 4 5 
* 
e I% 


OF ſhould; Ea OR N enquire | 
— lordſhipſays of that army under the command 
of the . the cotemporaries, and oppoſers of 
Cromwel s army, men under the command of a 

rince whom he celebrates for his picty,— 
*The woful vice of drinking, from the un- 
eaſineſs of their fortune, and the 72 ed of 
frequent meetings together, had fpread far in 
that /affis of men: and had exceedingly weak - 
ned the parts, and broken the underſtandings 
of many, who had Irme 7 dompetent judg- 
mients "OO" had N e growth of parts 
$92 7 4 1 ® N K a „ in 
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GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND. 3 
in many young men, who had good affections, 
but had been from their entering into the world, 
{6 corrupte ed with that exceſs, — other licenſs 
of the time, that they only made much 
ind by their extravagant and ſcandalous de- 
bauthes brought many calumnies and diſeſti- 
mation upon that cauſe, * pretended to ad- 
Vance. A 
elt ni: at n ws Srl ce 
f Atter ſuch a. 8 could one N 
f wa. ſbyterians. who are mentioned v 
iſhed 3 in, the ſenate 7 arm 
chan fall under the calumny and ahuſe of 
hiſtorian. And yet ſo it is; for theſe. of 
teflections upon them. It is an unhappy pon 


#154} 


liey. and always unhappily applied, to, imagine, 
chat that claſſis of men can be — and re: 
eaneiled, by partial conceſſiqng, or granting them 


leſo than they demand. And if all were granted, 
they would: have more to aſk, ſomewhat. 38 a 
ſeaurity for the enjoyment of what is granted, 
that ſhall- preſerve their power and ſhake the 
whole frame of government. Their faction is 
their religion: nor are thoſe combinations eyer 
entered into upon real and ſubſtantial motives 
of conſcience how erroneous ſoever, but conſiſt 
. STE my 44 1 


222 
o A _— » 


— Sen EEE ood 6 6 AAAS 8 I-eE, 3 
«Jas . moſt notorious, ſa 7 ths "they 
who were: hotteſt in his cauſe, the moſt of them 


be men oftener drunk, than by their; ood will 
Dons and very many of them Þ fought and fo 


es. I 7 36. pe. 71. _y the nate there. 


# 


- though 
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of many glutindus materials oof will, and hu- 
mour; and folly, and knavery, and ambition, 


unc malice; Which make men eling inſeparably | 
3yether,” ll? they have ſatisfaction in all their 


| fietctices; or ell they are abſolutely broken and 


dued -whict 25 be more 21 2 
"x he other. er Sig zart nog nr 


eee 


the warmth of our noble kitorian, in this 
defeription, has ſomè bitterneſs in it; and ſavours 


mch of that finaticiſm which'is intokicating 


ügnant: for he would make the ſpirit 
E difes d to be'theofigin of union and harmony 
among terians ! At the ſamè time he al- 
los; chat the bottle, bluſtring, ſprearing and 
whoting, were the uniting | principles of cavaliers, 
in the reign of - Charles tbe b Fee To prevent 

ay miſtake," about his hatred and malevolence 
to preſbyterlans, he declates, that he never 
t the biſhops could be blamed for their 
erer ty againſt choſe miniſters, (che ejected ones 
- 'Charks the Second's reign )-who were ſurely 
the" Frede übelste, and the moſt inca- 


— of ef e fe treated, of all ng 
_ gh * 


200 [4 '$, 1 41 1* 


Tithe”) . *. 8 i wy. \ * 5 1 hi - : 0 7 _ 19 


to Here i is a deres wy rancour, not yet ex- 


ceeded by a 7 popiſh writer. A rudeneſs com- 


pn againſt men, whom he owns to be the 

rincipal” reſtorers of monarchy; of whom he 

0 cout lays, © they would thake the 

95 frame of eie "—He, owns, they 

1 2 be 415 90 4 Nl. ene Ae 
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are men of regular and good lives, but of very 
wicked hearts. -A people that have no con- 
ſcience in theit ſeruples about ſymbols of faith, 
or ſyſtems of ritual; the whole is merelyowing 
to a whimſical diſlike of dioceſan epiſcopacy, 


and an averſion to prieſtly power and domina- 


nn_—ys „ „ ** 


tion. They certainly have no conſcience, | 
cauſe they cannot endure the deſpotiſim of 
princes; dnd will not own the ability of the 
prieſt to ſave and damn, at his pleaſure.---Miſ- 

creants are they, becauſe nothing leſs will ſa- 
tisfy, than an unreſtrained freedom, an abſolute 
liberty in the departments of religion: appeal- 
ing, from all eccleſiaſtical tribunals and the 
thrones of princes, to the divine authority of 
the goſpel canon, and to the e of the 
ſceptre of Jeſus. 5 


Acapital conſideration with them, but deemed 
by this ſtateſman an obſtinacy of ſpirit, which he 
could never digeſt.---And from hence we can 
account for his crude and miſhapen notions, 
and his cenſorious and cruel temper towards the 
oteſtant-diſſenter, the only cordial and con- 


ſiſtent advocate of liberty. 


5 Among others, avery uſeful inference mightbe 
drawn from lord Clarendom s teſtimony concern- 
ing preſpyterians, and that is this, all clergy- 
men, who venerate this hiſtorian, ſhould, in 
their pulpit ſervices on the 29th of May, faith- 
OW . their Hocks of the * ROY hand 
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SECT. . 


5 Penal Jaws on ; protelant-di enters, never the g 
| 1 patriots. The conform! jr s Mea for their con- 


linuance, unreaſonable. 


| OME church-men have been nach to 

' fay, © that the diſqualifying laws on pro- 
RE ers ſuch as the Ze and corporation 
acts, do ſpeak the ſenſe and judgment of the 
nation ; becauſe theſe laws were made by the 
e PE of the people.” 


But however ſpecious this aſſertion may be, it 
is not leſs fallacious : which I preſume will be 
demonſtrated, from the following hiſtorical facts. 


The houſe of commons, in an addreſs to Charles 
| the Second, Nov. 13, 1680, ſpeaking of the 
penal laws, thus expreſs their ſentiments, — 
< nay, if the laws were ordered to be put in 
execution againſt papiſts, even from thence they 
gained an advantage to their party, while the 
edge of thoſe laws was turned againſt proteſtant- 
diſſenters, and the papiſts eſcaped in a manner 
untouched : the act of parliament enjoyning the 
tet to be taken by all that come into public em- 
ployment, and intended as a ſecurity againſt 


papiſts coming into offices, had ſo little effect, 


that either by diſpenſations obtained from Rome, 
they ſubmitted to thoſe zeffs, and held the 
offices themſelves, or thoſe put into places were 
ſo favolirable to their intereſts, that popery itſelf 

II has 


e OPAL ER Brent of) 
has rather gained than loſt by thoſe acts. So 
ſenſible were the commons of England, that the 
ſeverity towards proteſtant-difſenters, did pro- 
 eeed from popiſh influence, that they reſolved 
mem. con. Nov. 6, 1680, © that the acts of par- 
liament made in the reign of queen Elizabeth 
and king James againſt popiſh recuſants, ought 
not to be executed againſt proteſtant-diſſenters. 
And it was farther the opinion of the houſe 
publickly declared, that the only means to 
ſecure ourſelves from popery, was, to unite pro- 
teſtants.”---They therefore ordered a bill for 
that end; and afterwards; in January, 1681. 
+ © Reſolved, that the proſecution of proteſtant- 


allenters upon the penal laws is grievous to the 


ſubject, a weakening to the proteſtant intereſt, 
an encouragement to popery, and dangerous to 
the peace of the kingdom.” N 


Moreover, the /ords proteſt on the ſchiſm bill, 
ſays, In all inſtances of making laws, or of a 
rigid execution of them againſt diſſenters, it is 
very remarkable, that their deſign was to weaken 

the church, and to drive them into one common 

intereſt with the papiſts, to join with them in 
meaſures tending to the deſtruction of it. This 
was the method ſuggeſted by popiſh counſellors, 
to prepare them for two ſugceſlive declarations 


in the time of king Charles tbe Second, and the 


following one iſſued out by James the Second, to 
Tuin all our civil and religious rights: and we 
cannot think that the acts and contrivances of 
papiſts to ſubvert our church, are proper means 
to preſerve it. EO, The 
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The RY "Re which the lords had FT the 
COMMONS ON the occaſional bill, in 1702, was to 
the ſame purpoſe. * That the penal laws pro- 
ceeded from popiſh management, who after 
they had ſet the church againſt the diſſenters, 
according to their wonted arts, ſtudied to ſet the 
diſſenters as much againſt the church: when 
by ſuch methods we were reduced to the laſt ex- 
tremity, the late king was invited.” Fo 


Theſe os are an high and full confu- 
tation of that reaſoning, v2. that becauſe pro- 
teſtant- diſſenters do lye under the odium and 

inconvenience of difqualifying, penal laws, that 
therefore thoſe laws do ſpeak the ſenſe of the 
nation. The repreſentative of the people, and 

alſo thoſe lords, who have been patriots, have 
often declared them unreaſonable, unjuſt, and 
very dan gerous to the ies . 


And yet, there are men remaining among 
us, who plead for the continuance of theſe ſta- 
tutes; nay, who write in vindication of their 
propriety and uſe. It would be too great a di- 
greiſion from the deſign of this hiſtory, to enter 
very minutely into the merits of the controverſy 
between conformiſts and non-conformiſts, either 
on this, or on the article of ritual; were it not, 

that a prelate, of great name, has been pleaſed 
in a late publication, to inſert a very remarkable 
paragraph, at the cloſe of his book upon the 


Ta of the AAA; i/t. Aſter Nic taken 
11 no- 


100 © The Parraviumof 
notice of the Lord's ſupper, as not being ſo duly 
reverenced, or the obſervance not ſo commonl 
celebrated as it ought to be; he ſays, “ all this 
conſidered, we ſhall, I hope, be enabled to re- 
gain a proper veneration for this holy myſtery ; 
which hath of late been fo fatally impaired, as 
by other liberties, fo principally by he proſtitu- 
tion of it to civil purpoſes ; not a proſtitution by 
the legiſlature; * but by thoſe licentious men, 
who, contenting themſelves with the obſer- 
vance of . the form and letter, negle the end 
and ſpirit of the law. F 
e or) Since 
75 a See a rational account the nature and end of the ſacrament of 
the Lord's ſupper. By William lord biſhop of Glouceſter, 
p. 79. e EMS) CER 


— by 


— — 
7 —— 


I ln the opinion of four venerable judges pub- 

l lickly given in the king's- bench court, Guild. Hall. 
London July 3, 1762. Thoſe penal laws which 
diſabled proteſtant-diſſenters for civil offices, were 

made when party zeal run high in the national 
ſenate; and when they had no concern to prevent 
the proſtitution of a divine ordinance, by putting 
the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper into the hands 

of infidels, profligates, and debauchees.— 


Which opinion has not only reverſed the zudg- 
ments that had been given in inferior courts, againſt 
the proteſtant- diſſenter; but renders the opinion of 
this prelate weak and injudicious; inaſmuch as the 
proſtitution is moſt certainly occaſioned by the le- 
giſlature, Who had no concern at all about the reli- 
gious purpoſe of a divine inſtitution. 

" = Il N. B. 
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Since this has an immediate concern with a 
penal law, it is in point, that we give it ſome 
attention. The prelate has allowed, that the 

LEY 5 — Fatal 


. — — 


. 


N. B. It may be proper for my reader to conſult 
the remarks made on this tract, in ſuperficial ob ſer- 
vations, &c. publiſhed by Wilkie, 1761. 


Compare likewiſe the biſhop's printed directions 
to hisclergy about conriRMATION, A, D. 1761, 
which he has treated with much ſolemnity, as if it 

had been a divine inſtitution, | 


His lordſhip ſurely would have done well tao 
have ſhewn, what ſort of ſpiritual bleſſings they 
are which men are authorized to expect, ander the 
hand of the biſhop :—and* who, or what the church 
that has countenanced the expectation ? 


If he would derive his powers from papal Rome, 
he will even then be puzzled to prove the deriva- 
tion of indelible character, by epiſcopal ordination. 
And one might take the liberty to refer him to 
Waxrv's Engliſh Reformation, Vol. II. p. 116. notes 

to p. 123, where it is fully ſhewn, that Elizabeth's 
| biſhops had no regular epiſcopal ordination. That 

Whitaker and Fulk acknowledged and contemned it. 
hat Parker, archbiſhop of Canterbury had no 
_ epiſcopal conſecration ;—and that by an act of the 
8h of queen Elizabeth they were declared and e- 
nacted biſhops, which the judges and laws of Eng- 
land could not ſay W were before. 


152 7 PATILADPIUm err 
fatal impair of the proper veneration of this holy 
myſtery, is principally owing to the proftitution 
of it to civil purpoſes. But then, he preſumes 
to affirm, * it is not a proſtitution by the legiſla- 
tare.” This appears to be extremely paradoxi- 
cal. Nor am ſure of a near gueſs at the mean- 
ing.“ Only licentious men are chargeable, 
who contenting themſelves with the form and 
the letter, neglect the end and fpirit of the law. 
Who is it that obliged the people to this ob- 
ſervance, as a qualification for the civil office? 
Ihe legiſlature. Well, but the people are not 
obliged to accept of ſuch places of profit and 
truſt. Many are not: yet many are incapa- 
ble of providing for themſelves and families any 
other way, unleſs with great diſadvantage.--- 
Perhaps, it will be faid, but none are under an 
abſolute neceſſity; they may rather beg or farve. 
Suppoſe. the whole of the people thus at liberty 
to refuſe all ſuch places which require this teſt; 
can the government ſubſiſt? or can the civil 
policy be conducted without any ſach officers ? 
no, it cannot. Why then, there is a neceſſity 
laid on the people to ſupply ſuch offices which 
requires ſuch teſt.---Admit the neceſſity, as in 
the office of ſberiſ can they not, in ſuch cele- 
bration of the euchariſt, attend to the /þ/7/t of 
the law? of what law ? the civil-ſtatute ?---no 
one is able to receive the ſacrament as a qualifi- 
cation for an office, or ſervile employment in 
the cuſtoms, but he muſt keep his eye on the 
end and ſpirit of the ftatute-law. 


Aw 


But 
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But ſhould this trelate mean, the 1 and 
eit of the law of the euchariſt? one would 
conclude, that in this circumſtance of the cele- 
bration, the Artern and form, cannot but have 
the preference to the ſpirit and end of that law. 
Where will the men be found to fill up all 
places in the civil and municipal liſts, the cuſ- 
toms, army, and in all corporations, who will 
not in this inſtance of ga incur the 


ry but e 
ritual to a civil WY The 5 5 ana letter 


and ſpirit too the teſt-law, render the proſti- | 
tution inevitable i er inſtance. So that the 
reverſe of what this prelate has affirmed, is the 
truth of the caſe; the eg legiſlature being the ori- 
[ak and ſole caufe of the proſtitution.— The teſt- 


| is then not only a grievance on the faithful 
. loyal ſubject, but is alſo an iniquitous ſtatute; 
as may be inferred from this very prelatical pen, 
for it is © a proſtitution of the holy myſtery to 
civil purpoſes, which has principally occalioned 
a fatal impair of the veneration due to the 


ritual.” 4845770 2 5 


It may be proper, in this place, to take a 
general but ſuccinct and conciſe view of the con- 
formiſt's plea for excluſive rights; and the rea- 
"ſons which he gives why the protefant-diſſenter 


| ſhould be under a brand of infamy, I will 
H 4 . 


10% ᷑ We PATLIADTuN of a 
faithfully colle& what I take to be the force of 
| this argument,qunder | four or five PEPIN. 


by "There muſt of neceſſity be an eſtabliſhed 
church, conſtituted according to the genius of 
the nation, in its doctrine, diſcipline and wor- 
ſhip. The barrier of which conftitution, i is, the 
teſt and corporation 44. 5 N 


G13 


This plea of neceflity has as abindanty 
ſh&wn to be fallacious. Nevertheleſs, we are yet 
able to add, that all civil eſtabliſnmentsof religion, 
are very unfriendly even to trade and commerce. 
As Sir William Petty has ſhewn, in his eſſays on 

olitical arithmetic. Trade, fays he, follows the 

eterodox, p. 119. And I remember it was an 
obſervation of the reverend; learned, and honeſt 
Mr. WILLIAM WrisToN, et that in France 
where trade and commerce did moſt —_ 
there the eccleſiaſtical power had leaſt energy, 
as in their maritime towns. That liberty bo 
little or no fort of appearance inthe interior 
parts of that kingdom. —And we might make 
an home-remark, vis. that in cities and towns 
of moſt trade and commerce in England, a pro- 
teſtant diſſent is moſt numerous. | 


IE. Perſons Botalifed by theſe TEE are 
ſaid to be not above 700, whereas the number 
of qualified conformiſts are 8 600, a diſpropor- 


tion of ninety- eight to one. 
| But 


* See the controverſy in ai to the te, fe. 173 3, p. 6. 
d Bid. p. 15. 
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But aſſuredly, truth and right, were never yet, 
in any age or place, determined by numbers. And 
the obſervation is of no efficacy, were the com- 
putation ever ſo juſt; inaſmuch as one man has 
as good a claim as another, to the immunities and 
privileges of ſociety i. e. if his abilities are as good, 
and 2 r as humane, juſt, and equitable. 


III. Diſſenters have nothing to do with a 
de of the euchariſt. And the eſta- 


 bliſhed clergy ought: to bane the beſt of the moſt 


| rants te," 


Diiſſenters W to do with that — 

amen as the diſqualifying laws would en- 
ſnare them. And as men who profeſs a vene- 
ration for the inſtitution of the ſupper, intended 
only for religious purpoſes, it muſt give them 


ground of much offence, to obſerve the noto- 


rious proſtitution of that holy rite. Nay, many 
conſcientious conforming clergy are greatly 
* at the n 722 | 


IV. The plea of conſcience can be of no 


weight, where world intereſt is at the bottom. 4 


This appears to operate with an undeſigned 
force on the conformiſt himſelf, who takes the 


qualification; and would inſinuate, that his 


conſcience has nothing at all to do with the ac- 
tion by which he qualifies.— 


| 


e Bid. p. 20. F 
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8 Diſlantera can FOR ONE" conform, and 
think it no ſin; which puts them upon a level 
with conformiſts, _ the teſt nem 
ann eee e 5 
Lins: 1963 2 , 
4 In ned manger this; may Jaffe the — 
nal conformiſt, it can have no ſort of influence on 
the conſiſtent proteſtant- diſſenter. And beſides, 
ſome have been betrayed into it, who cannot, 
upon better information, re- comply with the 
qualifying act. Neither ſhould this be reckoned 
any more a diſhonour to a proteſtant-diflenter, 
than it has been to many conforming clergy, 
who bad precipitantly or ignorantly ſubſcribed, 
but cduld-not renew the ſubſcription. As was ſaid 
to be the caſe with the late learned, amiable and 
worthy Dr: Samuel Clarke, and ſeveral hae: 


K eee ion of the conformilt's ar- 
Canes againſt, non-conformiſts, we preſume 

to;refer the reader to the evidence of reaſonings 
and facts, here produced, and which make up 
. brief IE: of erty. ö 


| 2 hid, 2. 21, 22. 18 


SECT. 
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8c. x 


| 1 js bitrical hb ative of the . on er. 
ror is by" proteſiant-diſſenters, throughout 
"a of the reigns of the STUARTs. Chiefly 
taken from an bee rn M. 8. with: notes 
Bono ria 


HE ans of e e cannot bi 
make a deep impreſſion on the thought= 
ful ind unprejudiced, if once viewed in the'in- 
timate connexion it has with the ſafety and hap- 
pineſs of the public: foraſmuch as the preſer- 
vation of our legal government, and the ſecu- 

of our civil and religious liberties, would 


ſeem to depend on the „ e and ſtrength 
of its intereſt 1 in ger Wer | 
Fn —_ Aſter 


—— 


Mr. John Abernethy has obſerved, that the 
proteſtant'diſſenters ſuffered perſecution under all 
the reigns of Charles the Firſt, Charles the Second, 
and Fames the Second : but it is as certain, they, on 
all occaſions, conſtantly and uniformly adhered to 
the cauſe of liberty ; fince the religious difference 
among proteſtants in theſe kingdoms had a being, 


a * 


there never was a ſtruggle between the crown and 


the ſubject, never any oppoſition of intereſts or de- 
bates about the prerogative, wherein the body of 
the diſſenters did not vigoroufly adhere to * 
8 of the civil em mh? and oppoſe the in- 

vaſions 


— 


- > = — = 
W 8 
— * — * 
TS 


* „ a” ” * 

— Cy 72 — * 2 38 : 1 at's. _ + 
D Wy 95 
8 iS — 3 — . 9 EF, 


7 
1 
F. 2 
Ar N 
* 
1 
by 
16 

Es 
i 
A 


1 
, 
| 1 
x ö 4 
1 4 
| ' 
by 
Ke I ' 
_ 
3 
42 
1 
| L 
\ 5 \ 
a. 
+ Fe 
+1 
WR |. | 
3 
WIE 
+5 
1 
9 f 
* | 
45> 
1 
+778 
. 5 ” 
: 
AF ; 
. 8 
1 by 
bY 
—_ * 
48 $1.) 
* 8B 5 
* 2 ö 1 
= 
1 
£ fl 
"AY 
3 Py 
11 75 _ 
1 
TH 
4 - * 
e 
\ 6% »{ 
wm _ 
6 1 BY. 
14 
+ 1? K 
1 
1 * - 
© 144 ED 
199 
144.4568 
28 
1 h 
1 
OY 
F : 
' 1 1.9 
1M 
: ef — +) 
1 7 
$6993 1 
4 1 
1 7 
11 $ 
4. 
e 
1 2 2 
1 4 "= 
. ; 
i $i 3 
18 1 
1 
' 12-28 
{ 9% 7 
ee 
wn 
WT 
9 
we 
: : b * 4 
© TR 
: e 
1 1 q 
WES 2, 
1 v <4! 
4 RY 
1 by 
TW 
.. 
ry wh 
e 
1:6 7:6 
19 
135 ny 
+2 * 
„ 2 1 
: 88 $1 
} — 
>. 
+, IR 
1 I 
1 
168 2 
©, 8 : 
l . 
Wa; 1 
+8 2 
| H 
l v7 
Wo 
n 
. 
i * . 
(5208 
4B 
nf q 
£2 W 6 
f 1,8 x 
+5 = 
x 
hs 
* * 
= 
: 8 
„ 
1 
- $4 
. x : 
44 127 
{8B 
_. 
„ 
1 
11 
: b 
4 
: $A 
4 
bY. 
2 75 k 4 
Ef 
8 
1 
Þ 
S 7 f 
£ of 
'* os | 
4 's 
1 'V 'k 
"; 


4 
4 
1B 


* 

** 
* 
= 


, R r — |; - \ * * 12 * : Op wo 1 . — 
es Nie PALLADIUM gf 


Aſter a courſe of arbitrary adminiſtration, for 
near fifteen years, king Charles the Firſt was 
laid under the neceſſity of calling a parliament 
in:1640. At the time of this aflembly, the 
members were all, a few only excepted, of the 
epiſcopal perſuaſion. Indeed there. was then no 
ſtated, no formal ſeparation among proteſtants 
in England. And in teſtimony of their being 
all of one communion, the houſe of commons did, 
in a body, receive the facrament in Henry the | 
bs chappel, ſoon after their meeting. Yet 
in the ſpace of fix or ſeven months fram their 
firſt 525 g. we find this ſame houſe of commons, 
aſter long and ſolemn debates, thus expreſſing 
themſelves in their preamble to a bill to aboliſh 
epiſcapacy,—* Whereas the government of the 
church of England, by archbiſhops and biſhops, 
their chancellors and commiſſaries, deans, arch- 
| deacons, and other eccleſiaſtical officers, hath 
been found by long experience to be a great 
e o he ond] Ferm ation and 
8 ee 


> ; * 
. 4 Fon; * * 1 * F ” * 1 45 * oe . , 
* 429 93 2 ; - 1% 4 5 u : 3 * 
"2s = A 


* 


— 


— 4 x were mea upon it: ſo 33 never was 
a deſign carried on for exalting the power of the 
prince above the laws without perſecuting them 
Which was the firſt ſtep taken by the abettors o 
arbitrary power, in order to weaken the cauſe, of 
liberty by cruſhing ſo hearty friends to it, and the 
fafeſt becauſe the high - church party, ſo far from 
taking umbrage, were gratified by it, not diſcern- 
ing its tendency to the ſubverſion of the conſtitu- 

tion, and even of the church itſelf.” See his ſcarce 
and Tratts, &c. by — I 7 51. p. 82. 
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© of religion, and very pre) judicial to the 
ate and government 4 this n be it 


enacted, &. 8 


11 may ings well bs aſked, what could 
ive occaſion to ſuch an aſtoniſhing declaration, 


not only directly oppoſite to the principles of 


education, in an age when education was a ſe- 
_ Tious matter, and could not fail of making laſt- 
ing impreſſions ; ; but alſo contrary to thoſe ve 


PR which "_ themſelves had hitherto 
openly 


* 


We have before cited a e from Mr. 
Hume'”s hiſtory of the Tudor's, under the year 1529. 


Where it is ſaid, that the complaints againſt 


the uſurpations of eccleſiaſtics had been very ancient 
in England, as well as in moſt European king- 
doms.”*—And under the year 1336, he obſerves 
_ alfo, that the church in the 3 was averſe to 


the reformation.” 


We have theſe found from the Examiner of 
the Codex, that the charge run high againſt the bi- 
ſhops, as greatly impeding the reformation ; con- 
ſtantly throwing in all their weight of influence on 
the fide of arbitrary will and tyrannical rule. It 


will not therefore be at all wonderful, that the 
commons of England ſhould thus expreſs themſelves 


on this very intereſting and moſt extraordinary 


conjuncture, and when-the prince and prieſts were 


in ſo ſtrong a combination. The alarming inſolence 


of prelatical power, in the reign of Charles the Firſt, 


might well be accounted for, when the arch-prieſt 
could teach the people t9 praiſe God, for the power 
he had given the churcb, to rule over the conſciences 


: of men. 


282 
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oper „ proteſt? for it s a circumſtance not to 
be * the teſtimony of lord Cla- 
rendon puts beyond all doubt, that at the fitting 
of this parliament, there were but very few of 


the members who <0 W e n diſtin- 


guiſhed PANTS 3 


It mould chen * 8 fam, that 
whatever might be charged on the ambition of 


ſome ſpirits, or on the craft and enthuſiaſm of 


others, in the ſubſequent courſe of the conteſt 


between king and parliament, we are now ſpeak- 


ing of a time when the eyes of all England, and 
indeed the greateſt part of Europe were turned 


on the deliberations of a council of men, which 


the neceſſity of the king's affairs, in ſpight of 
his inclinations and of all his favourite principles 
of policy, had forced him to call together. A 
council of men, worthy of the arduous taſk they 


were now to undertake; ſent up by the good 


people of England, not through the influence 
of corruption, or the ſpirit of faction; but ſo- 
lemnly choſen under the awful ſenſe, that all 

which 


2 


— 


«>» © 


% 30 the bes. 1 8 1 PP! hers bs. 


in oftavo, Vol. I. p. 74, 75, we are informed, that 


he told archbiſbep Laud, he was confident the 


| houſe was as well conſtituted and diſpoſed as ever 
bouſe of commons was, or would be: that the num- 


ber of the diſaffected to church or ſtate, was very 
ſmall, and though they might obſtruct for ſome 
time the quick reſolving of what was fit, they 
would never be able to pervert. their good l ; 
tions and deſires to ſerve * EE wa, 
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which was dear to them as a country of liberty, 
was, by the wiſdom and fortitude of this their 


repreſentative, now to be preſerved and ſecured ; 
or otherwiſe to periſh and be loſt for ever.. 


With ſuitable reverence ſhould we attend to 
this meaſures taken by this aſſembly of patriots, 


which for purity of manners, wiſdom of coun- 
fels, and heroiſm of ſpirit, was the moſt vene- 
rable that England, or perhaps Sb other coun- 


try did ever produce. 


By a moſt remarkable providence, they now 


found themſelves in conſultation, as the phyſi- 


cians of a fate, labouring under a complicated 
and moſt deſperate diſeaſe: which, if not ſpeedily 
buen muſt infallibly end in a total diſſolu- 
Like maſters in their profeſſion, they ap- 


ple themſelves to the cure, not by palliatives, 


on by radical medicines. And notwithſtand- 

the alarming exigency of the caſe, they 
f ered not themſelves to be precipitated into 
random preſcriptions ; but with compoſure of 
ſpirit, ſet themſelves, by careful enquiry and 
patient inveſtigation, to find out the original and 
latent ſources of all this formidable miſchief. 


In conſequence of which, and in ſpight of all 


pre- conceived opinions, how quickly did they 
come to diſcover, and be fully convinced, © that 
the conſtitution of the ecclefraſtical bierarchy has 
been one of the moſt powerful engines, in the 

hands of a devout and arbitrary ſpirited prince, 

Wo which he had well nigh effected the total 
| FE nl 
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ſubverſion of the laws and liberties of his coun- 
try: and therefore the abſolute neceſſity there 
was, in the circumſtances they then were, of 
wreſting this engine out of his hands. 


Here then is a teſtimony, as. unqueſtionable 
and as ſolemn, as can well be given by human 
wiſdom, that the - eccleſiaſtical hierarchy, is, 
in its conſtitution, or natural courſe of opera- 

tion, dangerous to the liberty and legal govern- 
ment of theſe iſlands; but extremely friendly 
to arbitrary power and kingly tyranny.” 


Taking the Engliſh hiſtory Mill for our au- 
thority, and that our obſervations may be found 

to have no part of their origin in theory or ſpe- 
culation; but as neceſſarily reſulting from un- 
deniable experiment and allowed matters of 
fact, let us now look into the ſtate of Britain 
and heland after the reſtoration. 


The act of parliament, well known by the 
name of the Bartholomew act, in the year 1662, 
having given origin to a ſtated ſeparation from 
the eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, by ejecting near 
tano thouſand conſcientious pariſh miniſters in 
one day,“ a conſiderable number of the _- 


r On Mar. 10. 1640. The commons vote, that no biſhop Hall 


-. have a vote in parliament, & c. 


ä 2 Lord Clarendon ſays, © that on the laſt ſunday 

they went tg preach, they endeavoured to infuſe 

murmur, jealouſy and fedition into the —_ of 
—_ Grp 3 
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of England came, from that time, to be diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the name of proteſtant- diſſenters; 
one of the happieſt diſtinctions for the intereſt 
of liberty, that ever happened in any country. 
For 95 has been the conſequence? Is it not 
notorious that from that day to this, the whole 
body of proteſtant- diſſenters, both in England 
and Veland, have been invariably; and moſt 
zealouſiy attached to our civil conſtitution and 
legal — whilſt multitudes of the 


church eſtabliſhment, Hare, from time to time, 
1 bas”: „ de oe ads e bevy 


dl eden dean LANE all chi N 
ſermons in truth contained all the vanity and oſten- 
tation with reference to themſelves, and all the in- 
ſinuation to mutiny and rebellion, that could be 
warily couched in words which could not be 
brought within penalty of law, though their mean- 
ing was well underſtood, When the time was ex- 
pired, better men were put into their churches.” — 
For he calls the ejected, 'the proudeſt malefaRors.” 
As Vol. II. Oxford 8e edit. p. 305. 1760. e 

„Thie reverend Mr. Sams Pierce, in his Vindica-. 
prong &c. p. 232, ſays, When the time carne, 
above two thouſand miniſters choſe to part with their- 
livings, rather than injure their conſciences. Nor 
do I believe that any where in hiſtory, an equal 
number of clergymen voluntarily leaving their all 
Foy” a 45 W can be produced, 27785 ” 


O may very ſafely leave the impartial W | 
to form a judgment, and make his own een 
upon Wis bis de erence of * 7. 3 


1 
TY FA Drum r 


been furious abettors of meaſures mane 
ſubverſive of all liberty.” 
NIST 33 T6 
The fine bre 050 chant the 
name to epiſcopalians and preſbyterians, is 
_ abundantly. juſtified from the hiſtory of Scotland, 
during the reigns of Charles the Second and his 
Brother. When epiſcopacy was eſtabliſhed and 
triumphant in that kin 577 was it not the con- 
tinued driſt of the pol icy of that denomination 
of men, laity as well as clergy, to ſet the power 
| bf the king above the authority of laws, and to 
render the government d and were not 
the preſbyterians equally zealous, on the other 
band, to preſerve the art and 4 legal. n. 
meat e 8 227-01 336, 


| But to ang g every thier Neue _ {teat 
| country together im one view, is it not undenia- 
ble, that from the period that preſbytery became 
the eſtabliſhment in Scotland, the N 
almoſt to a man, have been wowed enemies to 
the liberties of Britain? Whence can it thus 
have happened? for that it has happened no- 
body can — tg that i England and Ireland, 
here epiſco 522 y has been always the eſtabliſh- 
ment, the whole body of proteſtant-diſſenters 
have, in both kingdoms, continued invariable 
in their attachments to the cauſe of civil liberty 
and the intereſts of their country; whilſt vaſt 
numbers, perhaps in ſome inſtances, not leſs. than 
one half of the members of the eſtabliſhment, 
have, in critical times, 9 the avowed ad- 
| 1 vVocates 
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vocates for paſſiue obedience, the divine right of 
kings; and all that poiſonous doctrine, which 
oſtener than once has brought theſe kingdoms 


upon the brink of ruin. | 
by 1 3 ; : — rh 


Were we to canſider and reaſon on the ſubject 
more abſtractedly, it ſnould appear, that the ſcheme 
cf epiſcopacy is animated by a ſpirit of rule and 
domination; and naturally delights moſt under the 
ſway of an arbitrary ſceptre. A wantonneſs of 
power, beſt gratifies a prieſtly ambition. The idea 
of an alliance between church and ſtate, is cheriſhed, 
in a ſimilitude or ſemblance of dominion. The 
lare, the pomp, the ſtate of an Hierarchy found in 
_ the one, but wanting in the other, ſhould ſeem to 
occaſion this difference. However, in eee 
to the greater enlargement of the mind from edu- 
cation principles, and religious profeſſion, the rights 
of conſcience are more countenanced in the one 
than they are in the other; from whence we may 
be led to aſcribe the different diſpoſition and taſte 
for civil liberty. We might alſo add, the notion of 
hereditary, indefeaſible, divine right, or indelible 
character, either of princes or prieſts, is not allowed: 
by the diſſenter to be known in the ſacred writings, 
with any approbation. For though God did au- 
thorize Samuel, the prophet and governor of Mael, 
to gratify the impetuous deſire of the people, by 
anointing Saul to reign over them; yet, upon his 
diſobedience to the oracle, the ſame prophet has a. 
divine command to anoint Wein to the 
utter rejection, not only of Saul, but alſo of the 
heir- apparent to the throne of Iſrael, though a 
prince of great merit and piet x. 


1 2 . How 
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Here, let not the conduct of the church of 
England, at the time of the revolution, be 
thought to take off from the energy or force of 
this Obſervation: becauſe when carefully ex- 
amined, it muſt, on the contrary, ſerve gr 
tõ confirm and eſtabliſh its truth. For althou Ed 
reat numbers of the .church-communion did 
embark early and zealouſly in the glorious cauſe; | 
from the fame noble principles, on which they 
had formerly withſtood the tyrannical meaſures 
of Charles and his brother, and which will be 
remembered with gratitude and honour ; yet, 
that ſo large a party of theſe very men, who, 
by their doctrines and practices, had been for- 
merly the furious patrons and abettors of - 
thoſe tyrannical meaſures, came likewiſe to j 
in it, muſt, of neceſſity, be reſolved into ve 
different motives. In fact, who, that is the le 
acquainted with this intereſting period of ous” 
Engliſh hiſtory, does not clearly perceive, . that 
1. the time king James the Second. began his. 
attack on the uo uni verſities, nature began to 
rebel e . en neee to won lo, 
; as 


—— 


\s © ; 


* 8 1 * * 


(Gow then can one better account for "Wy delu- 
fion of high-church-men, non. jurors, and Facobites, 
_ a legal Brigiſh government, than by conſider- 

g, that the ſame principles which do ſubject con- 
Eder to human authority in matters of religion, 
can as tamely fuffer a ſetvile ſubmiſſion to arbi- 
trary deſpotic will, in the civil departments of man- 


kind. 
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as long as perſonal intereſts and emoluments 
continued in danger? but from the inſtant that 

this ſame nature found itſelf ſafe; old principle, 
notwithſtanding all the miſchief it had formerly 
done immediately began to reſume its power, 

and quickly became capable of giving more 
vexation to our glorious deliverer &:ng William, 
and the patriots who joyned him, than words 

3 For 


— u 


That brave prince, whoſe memory is immor- 
tal, they would not ſuffer to be gratified, in that 
moſt princely deſire, expreſſed in a ſpeech from the 
throne, 1689, when he told his parliament, that 
he hoped, they would leave room for the admiſſion 
of all proteſtants that were willing and able to ſerve 
him; which was a thing that would tend to the 
better uniting them among themſelves, and the 
3 them againſt their common adver- 

aries.” 3 


Mr. Hume has obſerved of former times, that 
the perſecuting ſtatutes paſſed againſt papiſts and pu- 
ritans, are extremely contrary to the genius of free- 
dom: and by expoſing ſuch multitudes to the tyranny 
of prieſts and bigots, accuſtomed the people to the 
moſt diſgraceful ſubjection.“ Ht. of Tudors, Vol. II. 
ORC 915 5 


The te and corporation as remain unrepealed, even 

at this day, notwithſtanding the utmoſt poſſible evi- 
dence, that theſe i lands do owe all that is dear to them, 
to a proteſtant-diſſent.— But how ungrateful, when, 
“ ſuch was the jealouſy of preſbyterians for Engliſh 
liberty, and of the encroachments of prerogative 
that they declared their deteſtation of an indul- 
0 022109 £511 Þ 3 & | gence 
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For one moment let it be ſuppoſed, that king 
James, through an infatuation ſingularly bene- 
ficial to theſe kingdoms, inſtead of ſacrificing 
his kingly ambition to a paultry paſſion for piety, 
ſuch as his was, and popery, had immediately, - 


gence, granted in 1672, to themſelves, becauſe it 
tended to introduce arbitrary power.“ See debates 
in 1680, p. 6.” F 5 | 
gat ning 


And again, ſays the hiſtorian before cited, — 
& The Engliſh have no reaſon, from the example 
of their anceſtors, to be in love with the picture of 
abſolute monarchy, or to prefer the unlimited au- 
thority of the prince, and his unbounded preroga- 
tives, to that noble liberty, that ſweet equality, that 
happy ſecurity, by which they are at preſent diſtin- 
guiſhed above all nations of the univerſe.” Hiſt. 
f Tudors, Vol. II. p. 728. th 


Nor only in England, but alſo in Ireland, have pro- 
teſtant - diſſenters chiefly contributed to the ſafety of 
the conſtitution ! for in the ſiege of London- 
Arry, according to the account publiſhed by Mr. 
Mc<Kenzy, the diſſenters within the walls were fifteen 
to one of the eſtabliſhed church: but ſome worthy 
gentlemen who were in the ſiege, are of opinion, 
the proportion was en to one.” See ABERNETHY'S 

fart and valuable traths. p. 61. note. 
Merit of principle and practice, cannot, it ſeems, 
remove the reproach of diſqualifying laws from a 
proteſtant-diſſent; aer muſt be in proof of a re- 
maining approbation of arbitrary power, and of a 
rooted — — the moſt faithful, approved 
friends of liberty and the Britiſn conſtitution. 
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on his acceſſion to the throne, declared himſelf, 
a proſelyte to proteſtantiſm, and a zealous ſon 

of the church of England: and had accord- 
ingly paid a ſuperſtitious reverence to Bancrof?, 
as his father had done to Laud: on this ſup- 
poſition, it will hardly be poſſible to keep from 
ſhaddcring at a bare imagination of the dread- 
ful conſequences. Even this remote diſtance 

of time would not hinder the convulſive emo- 
tion! Thus we ſee that this inſtance, fo far 
from weakening the above obſervation, cannot 
fail of bringing it home with irreſiſtible evidence 
to every attentive and e mind. 


Tyranny has ever been the ſame accurſed 
thing to all lovers of liberty from principle, 
whether the tyrant was an epiſcopalian, or a 
papiſt. Vet had king James the Second acted 
the politician inſtead of the bigot, how vaſtly 
different and deſperately bloody muſt the ſcene 


have been. The ſame tragical civil war inevi- 


table, as in the reign of his father. And who 
does not alſo plainly perceive, that all the S h- 
ſhed would be ſolely owing to the malignant in- 
fluence of an eccleſiaſtical conſtitution? —=— 27 


Doubtleſs, the circumſtance and courſe of 


education, common to the proteſtant-difſenter, 


has a natural tendency to cheriſh the love of 


liberty, which is moſt natural to man: yet one 


would be far from / claiming, in the behalf of 
individuals of that denomination, a larger 


tion of native generoſity and diſtinguiſhed Fo 
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neſs of mind, than we are willing to allow to 
their neighbours. —So univerſal and invariable 
an effect, as what has now been mentioned, 
muſt neceſſarily imply a much more general 
and leſs variable cauſe. 3—All that is here con- 


F 


o 


5 


The cauſe has been inveſtigated in a former 


note, even the ſpirit of pride and domination com- 


mon to an hierarchy, poſſeſſed of excluſive ſecular 


privileges. And where the cuſtomary ſubjection 


and ſubmiſſion is produced, by a ſuperſtitious re- 
verence of indelible character, i. e. where the 


prieſt is made neceſſary to the people, by an imagi- 
nary inveſtiture of power to abſolve, or to excom- 


municate: or, where he is the favourite of the 


prince, his creature and inſtrument: there the 
principles of religious and civil ſuperſtition do 
coaleſce ; and are ready to do homage to the ty⸗ 
ranny, either of the mitre, or the ſceptre. And 
the ideas are found in this train of connexion, vis. 
a power that can give law to the mind, and pre- 
feribe the rules and principles of the homage which 
F pay my maker, has ſurely divinity enough to de- 
manga paſſive and unlimited obedience, in all my 
civil and ſecular concernments, OO 


There is a citation made from the immortal 
Mir rox, by a very candid and impartial hiſtorian, 
ſomewhat to my purpoſe— None can love free- 
dom heartily, but good men; the reft love not 
freedom, but licence; which never hath more 
ſcope, or more indulgence than under tyrants.” 


See Harris's life of Cronnwel, p. 298. By Millar, 1762. 
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tended for, is, that ſuch in fact, has been the 
conſtant operation, and ſuch the friendly na- 
ture of this ſeparation, in regard to the legal go- 


vernment and civil conſtitution of Britain: in- 


aſmuch as a man muſt ceaſe to be a proteſtant- 


Pr 


liberties of his country.“ 
e | Should 


diſſenter, before he ceaſes to with well to the 


"WT" 


ſame agreeable hiſtorian.— . Henry VIII. with conſent 
of parliament, made bold to lay his hand on the 
lands, tenements, and hereditaments of the abbeys 
and monaſteries, and gave, or fold them, to ſuch 
as were able to make a better uſe of them; and his 
fon and ſucceſſor Edward, as well as his daughter 
Elizabeth, approved of his proceedings, and availed 
| themſelves of his example, by plucking now and 
then a goodly manor or two from the. biſhoprics. 


This (with the power of tranſlations) made the bi- 


ſhops cautious of offending, and ſolicitous of ob- 
raining the good will of the ſovereign, and his fa- 
vourites : and they applied themſelves with ſo much 
zeal thereunto, that they ſoon became downright 
courtiers, ſupple, complaiſant, unmeaning, and 


ready to put their hand to carry any thing into 


execution, which they judged agreeable to the 


crown. So that, for the moſt part, they were 
friends to the prerogative, and averſe to liberty.“ 


Life of Cromwel. p. 306, 307. This worldly mo- 
tive, is every way compatible with the ſpirit of 
pride and domination, common to, perhaps, inſe- 
| parable from an eccleſiaſtical hierarchy, 


+ The wide compaſs, in which we have taken an 
hiſtorical view of the proteftant-difſenter, in theſe 
Mands, is, an abundant evidence of the truth of 

© 5 Es this 


There is another curious obſervation made by this 
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by FE it be 8 objected, . « that 7 55 
foundation there mi ht once have been for the 
above obſervations, the reaſon for making them 
has long ere this been removed ; ſince the tem- 
per and ſpirit of the eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment 

in England and Ireland, has, for a long courſe 
of years, been, in all appearance, as well affected 
to the preſent government, and the rights and 
liberties of the ſubject, as the diſſenters them- 
Neue ever pretend to have been.” 5 


1 ofives to this, it needs phy be confidered, 
that the eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, is, in all ma- 
terial and diſtinguiſhing characters exactly the 
ſame it was, in the various ſtruggles for power, 
on the one hand, and for liberty on the other 
| — prince and people: and that the whole 
weight of its influence has always been caſt in- 

to the ſcale of the crown. But it is a maxim 
founded in nature, that the ſame cauſe muſt 
tend to produce the ſame effect. It is like- 
_ wiſe repugnant to all reaſon to ſuppole, the in- 
Ward temper and nature of any being changed, 
Whilſt it retaineth all its attributes and properties: 
or when all the appearances may be fairly and 
fully accounted for, in perfect ny with 

its 2 ne conſtitution. DOE * 
ot - 


a. 2 k 


— N — 


— 


this piopoſitibn, viz. he has ever been ready to 
reverence the ſupreme power, when an ordinance 
of God; 155 8 to reſiſt a tyrant, from a per- 
e at — cannot be of divine ordination. 
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Not any change. therefore can be concluded, 
thoug hit ſhould at preſent be admitted, © that the 
eccleſiaſtical hierarchy has been working no in- 
jury to our civil liberty fince the acceſſion of the 
preſent family to the throne.” Which, by the 
way, 1s granting more a great deal than can, 
with any regard to truth or modeſty be aſked, 


or expected from us.5 * * * * *,, 


„„ „ „441 
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s The clergy, we might obſerve, could have no 
| encouragement to perſecuts a proteſtant diſſent, 
from a royal family that has never ſuffered the con- 


vocation to exerciſe any power. The late reverend 


and learned Mr. William Whiſton told the compiler 
of this hiſtory, that his late majeſty king George zhe 
Second did declare to him, in the early part of his 
reign, ** that not an hair of the head of any one of 
his ſubjects ſhould be hurt, on account of religious 
opinion, ſo long as he wore the Britiſh crown.“ 


Nevertheleſs, the civil rights of proteſtant-diſſen- 
ters have been diſputed and diſturbed, by the eſtab- 
liſhed clergy, ever ſince the acceſſion of this family. 
A printed 570 account of ſome of the proceedings 
N 1 5 deputies and committee, appointed to take 
care of the civil affairs of the diſſenters, will inform 


us as far back as the year 1737, when 


1 


of ; 


0 Fr requent . proſecutions of ſchool-maſters in 


South-Britain. 


places, 
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3 — — "ENEIIRIInge = 2 a a 5 
. hr > — * — 2 — r AS MoS: 4 on or — e 
— 2 2 1 Fr n j . 
4 * — * r * 6 "2 — * = l 
- 


is committee 
had 1 its firſt inſtitution.— Therein mention is made 


Licences e to houſes intended for meeting- 


Clergy- 
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Neither ſhould it be forgotten, that even 
fem the commencement of this period, there 
has ſubſiſted, both in England and Ireland a 
numerous body of proteſtant Jacobites, and that 


3 


e live N to o bury © he ; corp of 
h beant- deter-. 5 

A demand made upon them by a pariſn- rate os 
ſupporting an organ. 

_ Fees demanded for the baptizing of children, 

though only the diſſenting miniſter had performed 

the office. 

Fees for churching women, when no ſuch office 7 
was performed for them. _ 

Citations and proceedings againſt | ſeveral difſen- 
ters in the chancellor of Bangor” 8 court, upon va- 
rious frivolous pretences. | 

Claims of marriage-fees made by the clergy, 
though the ſervice was performed i in another pariſh, 
and by another miniſter. | 
And for burying the dead, POM buried in 

their own ground.” &c. SC... i 


We might have collected from theſe inſtances, 
the rancorous hatred ſhewn in all former proſecu- 
tions; and then, have added, the enormouſly ex- 

enſive one which be city of London has carried 


dn, becauſe of the proteſtant-diſſenter refuſing the 


office of ſheriff, from which. the ſtatute-law had moſt 
expreſly excluded him. On which proceeding, 
four of the honourable bench of judges gave an 
opinion as to the merits, in the king? I court,, 
Guildhall, London, Fuly 5, 1762, declaring, & the 
jud ments obtained againſt As proteſtant-diſſenter 
in all the inferior courts, erroneous ; which ought: 
to be reverſed ; * were chen reverſed.” i It 
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92 4 ; = | | : 
the epiſcopal church in Scotland, has been uni- 


| Here 


13 


verſally Jacobites unto this days 


* — 


It was then obſerved, that by the ſpirit and tenour 


of the 7zoleration act, the proteſtant-diſſenter has 
equally a legal right to worſhip God his own way, 
as the conformiſt has; and is equally under the 
protection of the ſtate; his place of worſhip is as 
ſacred]; and even the perſon of the diſſenting teacher, 
as ſacred too as that of the eſtabliſned clergy; being 
_ equally exempt from thoſe ſecular and civil ſervices 
and duties, from which they are exempt. A teſtimony 
in favour of religious liberty, that will make the names 
of lord chief Baron Parker, Sir Michael Foſter, the ho- 
nourable Henry Batburſt, and Sir Fohn Eardley Mil- 
mot, venerable in the minds of all the ſons of liberty. 


In all leſſer church- proſecutions, it is true, the 
proteſtant-diſſenter' has been allowed the benefit of 
a nolle proſegui. But then this is matter of favour, 
and depends ſolely on the king's pleaſure; the mere 
courteſy of prerogative.— And cannot be fo defira- 
ble a refuge as is the Hatute Jaw, in matters of 
grievance, injury, and oppreſſion. n. 


It can therefore with no truth be ſaid, “ that the 
eccleſiaſtical hierarchy has been working no injury 
to the civil liberty of a proteſtant diſſent, ſince the 
acceſſion of the preſent royal family.“ kg? 


And we are authorized to ſay, that a deliverance 

from almoſt every ſort of inſult and abuſe, we owe 
to the equal government of the houſe of Hanover. 
The rebuilding of our houſes of worſhip, pulled 


down by an high- church mob, in the reign of 


George the Firſt, was the reſult of his paternal good- 
neſs, and of the equitable, ſteady ſway of his ſceptre. 


N. B. The M. S. ſeems to have been written 


ſometime before the year 1720. 
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Here we may pertinently Pao WY a avs 
old maxim, eſtabliſhed by abundant. experience, 
waz ee that What has been, may be again.“ 
Wherefore let this once more be brought to the 
teſt of facts, which can never miſlead. And 
for this purpoſe, let us catry our recollection 
back to that period of Engliſh hiſtory imme= 
_ Uaately preceding the af. four "years of queen 
Anze.. The moſt unparall clled cet a 100 
arms abroad, the wiſdom, ſteadineſs, and in 
deration of her home - adminiſtration, had — 
dered Britain, at that . EG pane ron w : 
be. ly Parts of 4 ordered | 


pe 15 year NIP" to 855 year en She 
patriot principles were become as popular and 
as faſhionable, as they are: at the preſent day. 
The ſpirit of toleration full as prevalent in the 
ectleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, as it is now thought | 
to be. The appearance Was ſo extremely fa- 
vourable as to deceive the [ord Godblphin, and 
the reſt of the wiſeſt - miniſtry, that perhaps 
England ever enjoyed. Theſe great men did 
not only think elves at liberty, but from 
their confident opinion of tlie national fpirit, 
they did judge it a matter of juſt and good po- 
hey, to make choice of that ſeaſon, for chaſtiſing 
_ | 2 n an Ane 1 8 10 a terror 


2 — — 2 N ths -- 8-1 HY tar 11 
_ as & HSE ©7974 FT % 


it Doctor Hin 8 e . infamous 2 

| of: £-high-church- policy, that foul vent of clerical 
fire, vapour, and ſmoke, whom they had per- 
ſuadlett the people to idolize and adore! though a 
W of very contemptible ability, and chara fer. 
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to the reſt, without any the leaſt apprehenſion 
of 23 to, , themſelves, or conffuſton | to the 


But what Was the "a ? mts | 


was heard a loud cry, the church is in danger] 
This cry became inſtantly fo general through- 
out England, that the high-church politicians 
' ſnatching the opportunity, did quickly pofleſs 
themſelves of the adminiſtration : procured the 
return of a parliament, of the very ſame ſtamp 
and ſpirit with themſelves : and after turning 
out the patriot-miniſtry, the public meaſures 


were quite reverſed, which, within the compaſs 


of a few preceding years, had carried this nation 
to the higheſt pitch of glory. 


The character: Nies of the patriot ed 
tion had” Tn, moderation i in matters of re- 
ligion, and a generous brave ſpirited zeal for the 
principles of the revolution. Hatred and 

perſecution of proteſtant-difſenters do now ſuc- 
ceed, together with the moſt tender indul gence 


to epiſcopalians in Scotland, well known to be 


Jacobites univerſally. A furious and bigotted 


zeal for the doctrine of divine, indefeaſible, he- | 


_ reditary right; paſſive obedience ; non-reſiſt- 


- ance under any kind of pretence, or under any 
degree of - tyranny and oppreſſion.” Theſe 


| ſhockingly reverſe principles to thoſe of pa- 
triotiſm, ſpeedily became the obvious characte- 


riſtics of this adminiſtration. | 
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What: a ſudden and diſmal change of things 


But the anxious, the terrifying apprehenſions 
which muſt then have poſſeſſed all the freeborn 


ſpirits of Britain, they cculd beſt deſcribe who 

elt them. Our buſineſß was only to ſupport 
the truth of the foregoing e * 0 
eee ane hs fe. 1 


en "at: hr Cl ts. «5 * 5 5 
commencement of that very odious miniftry. UN 
til the death of queen Anne, the whole poli 
of that adminiſtration was bent to prepare 5 
king goms for a reſtoration of the baniſhed fa- 
Ke 5 A revolution, impoſlible to be effected 
witl ut totally ſubverting our ineſtimable form 
of 8 9 Yet, in ſuch ſcheme of po- 


24 800 | 


Ln. 


- 
TE w 33 


* An event, brimfull af favour to e of li- 
berty and friends of the conſtitution. An event, 
to be commemorated with admiration, gratitude ; 
and praiſe, ſo Og ſhall e A LAND! 


Pe, vn hob 1 RH gore nor 1285 


BB abs adder may can dl lord Bolngbjob's 5 
letter to Sir William Windham. Which lord was a 
| principal character i in that adminiſtratin. 


On which plan, the after-rebellions, in th reigns' 
of George the Firſt, and George the Second were openly 
del. To this purpoſe, among many excel- 
lent tracts, publiſhed on theſe intereſting occaſions, 5 
The farmer's Six Letters to the protęſtants of Ireland ; in 
1746, may, with great pleaſure and profit, be con- 
ſulted. They are ſuppoſed to have been written by 
a patriot lord, of the firſt abilities and character: 


Iman, che earl of Ch — d. 


with the Oy of that time. 


5 * bar this was the is af all wo. 


principled proteſtants at that very day, in both 


kingdoms, is as evident: witneſs the many 
conſultations, and the correſpondencies kept 
up with Hannover; carried on indeed at the ma- 


nifeſt hazard of liberty and life. Neither is it 


leſs manifeſt, that Britain in the event, was 


actually brought to the very brink of the pre- 


cipice, my did ſee. itſelf juſt arrived at the eve 
of a deſperate civil war: witneſs, not only-the 
univerſal aſtoniſhment at the providential and 
moſt critical diſappointment, which occaſioned 
ſuch extraordinary exultation among the lovers 
of their country : and the not leſs extraordinary 
dejection and confuſion in all papiſts, jacobites, 
and an incredible number of high-church-men. 
To which we might very reaſonably add, the 
united judgment of every ſenſible man now 
living, whoſe pulſe beats ſtrong for liberty, and 
has well informed himſelf in this RE of Eng- 


HA hiſtory. | . ; 


1 not the. great ind ET Gal in 1 
inter 1 056 by taking away the queen, theſe 
kingdoms, muſt haye become afreſh the theatre. 


of blood and war. Of which none can doubt, 
e it is of the very nature of Nr whilſt, 
K | 


COn- 
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lioy, that miniſtry was ſeconded by the whole 
weight and power of the church, both in Eng- 
land and in Ireland. A fact too notorious to de 
diſputed or denied by any, who are acquainted. 
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conſcious of a capacity of reſiſtance, to ſuffer 
no ſuppreſſion. It would not be that diyine 
thing it is, ſhould it tame! y Pe: and * 
ei to oppreffion and 1 * 
A queſtion is propoſed in the 4 * 
: which deſerves a ſolution, viz. © By what 
means could this ſtru ggle have been carried 
on?” or in other words, where, at that time, 
was liberty's reſource ? —To cruſh it, the entire 
policy and power of the crown,court, and church 
are pointed: in parliament, a majorit 1 
4 and ready to oblerve their directions: a prodi- 
_ gious large body of papiſts, Jacobites, 7k high- 
church-men, throughout the kingdom, all on - 
one fide in dreadful wy, the ee enemies 


of liberty. | 
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was left to animate the ſpirits, and keep up the 2 
ardour of thoſe gallant patriots who were deter- 
mined to fave their erat? or elſe . in the 


; ſervice ? 5 0 15 ak 3 
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We are FER to 1 a this RN — 
aſſuredly, there was but little Wü of ratio- 
nal confidence in human means, at leaſt, within 
the limits of theſe kingdoms: and indeed. at 
the time, there was much more to be feared, 
than to be hoped from abroad. So that"there 
was no viſible ground of en in this ſea- 
fn of extremity y, but only in the well known 
diſpoſition and hana? of "the whole 1 er 


es pro- 
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proteſtant-diſſenters in England and Ireland, 

together with the preſdyterians in Scotland; who 
would, univerſally and harmoniouſly, enliſt un- 
der the banner of liberty. And to theſe we 
might reaſonably add, a large number of the 
abliſbed communion in England and Ireland; 

who are animated with a much purer fire, than 
a burning zeal for the church: and who would 
be ready to join in the ſtruggle for all that was 
or to men, to chriſtians, and to proteſtants, 


Ibis Miſtration, en facts, of the truth of 
Fi propoſition, vig. ©. that civil, as well as re- 
ligious liberty, in theſe iſlands, does owe its 
origin and preſervation to a proteſtant- diſſent, 
muſt highly entertain the friend of freedom and 
of the Britiſh conſtitution : who will, we doubt 
not, look upon what we have taken from the 


anonymous manuſcript, as the COPY of a 1255 
e e, | ks | 


ng We PALLADI v 


„ 


4 . * * # © EY 7 11 

* 7 — 664 9 , 1 — of f þ 8 „ : 8 ” is 7 - OE ITY aw s 
: 1 5. 2. 34 #* 2 * : : -4 5%. N ' q ; rs bl y 0 
48 1 1 * — "= F 4 - a oy + a 1 4 FP * # 2 * ! 

? 1 5 ” 


5 n 
On the decline of a prone ſent... 


' rad) R 0 M the hiſtorical view we 8 110 
of liberty, in theſe iſlands, it is matter of 
furprize, that there ſhould be a decay in an in- 
tereſt of ſo great conſequence to the public. One 
might rather have expected the reverſe to have 
given the face of a religious n in N South- | 


ROO”: 5 * 2147-151 


However, there are ae reaſons. may be 
nd” A capital one I take to be this,. 
Though the caule of religious liberty has becg 
defended, and its principles explained with 
great addrels, yet, the very a ee of its 
deing out of danger from the hand of violence, 
has abated the zeal, and introduced an indif- 
ference to its countenance and OT 


The noble ardour for reli igious liberty, has like- 
wiſe degenerated into a depraved zeal for fanciful 
and myſtical opinion, which has given diſguſt, 

not only to the gay, but to the more thoughtful 

and rational. It could never have been that 
popery and enthufiaſm ſhould have become as 
epidemical as the plague, had not men been 
wanton enough to quit the uſe of their own un- 
derſtandings, and refign the interpretation of 


me 
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the divine canon into the hands of the prieſt: 


which is equally the caſe with the one and with 


te other of the deluded vulgar. And not leſs 
are the claims of infallibility with the romiſh 
prieſt, or with the tribes of inſpired prophets, 


who are preſuming, one, in the name of the 


.church, and the other, in the name of God, 
to o judge for the en, TY 


We cannot wonder at a Aar of the diſſent- 
ing intereſt, when in theſe fantaſtical and fana- 
tical times, ſuch numbers are prepoſſeſſed 
and prejudiced againſt the revelation itſelf, by 
diſcerning an epidemical wanton abuſe of the 
divine oracle. Men of more liberal and inge- 


nuous caſt, whoſe ſentiments and ſpirits are too 
generous to digeſt the depravity, but can laugh 
at the craft and policy of the prieſt, and deſpiſe 
the weakneſs and ignorance of the people; even 


theſe are too apt to art aſide, and not give then 


ſelves time and pains needful to ſtrip off the 
W garb, worn by the devout nen 


Another fatal i injury to this divine cauſe, is, 
an open and licentious conformity to the luxu- 
rious cuſtoms and manners of the age; ſeen in 
many who avow a proteſtant-difſent. This, of 
all other conſiderations, has, perhaps, gone 
fartheſt in expoſing the proteſtant- diſſent to con- 
tempt. For alas} men are not wont to form 


an idea of the profeſſion from the heavenly prin- 
ciples it avows; but rather from the complexion 


1. 5 e profeſſor. Whereas did they but duly 
NY 0 
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advert to the ſpirit and tendency. of ROI 
the rights of private judgment, or did they take 
a retroſpect of the "mot fruits it has aQtually 
produced in human ſociety, there would be 
enough to recommend it to the veneration of | 
_ Soughtin, Micooning mind. RC 


e — * motive lying 8 on a 
fide of conformity, and a growing diſcourage- 
ment from the deplorable deſertion of non-con- 
formity, is another reaſon of the decay of a pro- 
teſtant-diſſent —It may indeed be ſaid by ſome, 
te ſecular advantages were always on the 

ſide of a national church-eſtabliſhment ; why, 

then ſhould this be urged: as a reaſon of decay, 
any more than it could have been for the more 
flouriſhing ſtate of non- oonformity? The 
anſwer is very plain; though the Conley mo- 
tive did not operate when religious and civil li- 
berty were in danger, and when the ardor of 
their advocates was vigorous and active; yet 
when there has been an abatement of this zeal, 
and the deſertions have been many, the diffi= ; 
culties of ſupporting /a proteſtant-diſſent have 

thereby been multiplied. In many places where 
numbers are diflatisfied with an eſtabliſhed litur- 
gy, no proviſion can be made. And under this 
diſadvantage, the inſinuating, over-zealous me. 

_ thodift has taken the opportunity to break in 
pieces the ſmall remains of à rational and regu- 
ar pon-cootorrgitye:.. And yet, we are obliged 
to on, that a more general ignorance of and 


inateention unto / the PrIvepirs of beleben lis 
: | * 2 
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berty, has been the great occaſion of ſuch. dege- 


” 


OOTY ee 


The artful methods which have been taken 
to weaken and difſolve the profeſſion of a ratio- 
nal non-conformity in South-Britatn, have been 
many., And whatever any may think of the 
| ſucceſs, the conſequences cannot be very favour- 
able to the cauſe of liberty—for we might ob- 
ſerve, —Popery is not ſleeping : proteſtants are 
not watching.—Should it be here aſked, to 
what can this infatuation be owing ? one would 
be inclined to reply, to a prevailing reverence 
of an authority that ſpeaks the very ſame lan- 
guage with the pagan oracle. For when En- 
- thydemus complained to Socrates that he could 
not make a ſuitable return to the gods.—So- 
_ crates replied, let not that afflict you: you 
know the anſwer given by the oracle at Delphos 
to thoſe who enquire what they muſt do to make 
their ſervices acceptable? follow, ſays the god, 
the cuftom of your country. z. 


o did Socrates. himſelf behave, and ſo did &. 
cero too againſt their better judgments, * But 


| had 
See Mrs. Fielding's Aznophon's Memoirs, &c. p. 289. 
I TY . 4 4 PEI . Eos h TR — 3 1 ' ds Y 


I have faid, againſt their better judgments,” For 
they were both of them very inconſiſtent. As to 
Socruter, though he died teaching the unity, yet 
4 he was always a worſhipper of the celeſtial gods, 
and attended the public ſacrifices.” A firm be- 

N K 4 . lieva 


N . 
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Hai delay Ar Pank 1 Beftabett, what place 
would ever have been found for chriſtianity in 
the world? And where does the New Teſta- 
ment any where uſe the language of the Del. 
phian oracle? Its injunctions and inſtructions 
expreſly condemn that principle or maxim; 
and the practice of our Lord and his apoſtles 
were the very reverſe of it.— All authority and 
dominion over conſcience is ſtrictly forbidden, 

and all ſubmiſſion to ſuch exerciſe of authority. 
See Matth. xx. 2 5, 2.6.--xxili. 8--12. Jobn xviii. 
36. Paul pleads before Felix, © I confeſs 
unto thee, that after the yr which they call 


Rpt ; 


5 
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linive. in 3 e was he god of 
divination, whom Socrates particularly worſhipped 
as his protector and friendly adviſer, by the friendly 
dæmon that attended him. The cock was ſacred to 
eulapius ; therefore his order to Crito, expreſſed 
the thankfulnefs of Socrates to that god who had 
reſerved his whole life from many dangers and 
diſtreſſes, of which he had been forewarned by his 
games," : "on e's Chronol. Val. III. P. 57. 
And 91 it was with that —— and moſt politi- 
cal philoſopher, Confucius, prime miniſter of the 
kingdom of Ev, who died about 478 years before 
Chriſt, * and whoſe writings are in the higheſt- 
eſteem in Japan and China, it is ſaid of him, © that 
he worſhipped with inferior rites and facrifices the 
celeſtial ſpirits, miniſters of providence : and that 
thus: he concurred; with the cuſtom of bis country, in 
paying this ſubordinate enn Bid. Vol. II. p. 
490, But 


* Near the time if Socrates. 
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bereſy ; ſo worſhip I the God of my fathers.” 
Alls xxiv. 14. Peter and John alk the Sanhe- 


drim, whether it be right in the ſight of God, 
to hearken unto you more than unto God, 


Judge ye.” ch. iv. 19. And again, before the 


ſenate Peter and the other apoſtles declare, 
«© we ke: 2 to obey God rather than men,” 


ch. v. 19. 


üben to gude authority, or eſtabliſhed 
opinion and ritual, in matters of faith and wor- 
ſhip, is to behave on the maxim of the pagan 
oracle; it is 70 follow the cuſtom of the country, 


whatever it is; and can have nothing in it of 


the nature of true religion. But then it will 
account for the infatuation which men are un- 
der, who are inattentive to the divine cauſe of 


. 


After 


8 ds 


But as conſcious of ſome what wrong, we are in- 
formed, that diſcourſing of the perfection of reaſon 
and virtue, he ſaid.—“ we muſt wait for the com- 
ing of this perfectiy boly man; and then we may hope, 
that having ſuch a guide and teacher, Virtue, 
which is of ſuch an excellent nature, will be 
brought into practice, and be performed by men.” 


Thid. 2 491. 


Favs the maxim F vowed by the Delphian oracle, 
had univerſally obtained. And it appears alſo to 
have been the thing in thoſe times of ignorance, 
which St. Paul ſays, God winked at; but now 
commands man every where to change his mind, 
and correct his conception; or, in other words, to 
"_ of oy conformity to the world. 
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. all * bh ed Ys we "Eh V 
| own, that if the chriſtian church and the ſtate 
can be in alliance, or if religion and the world 
can be united, a civil church eſtabliſhment, is, 
by far the "ay "ar ſyſtem to that of non-con- 
formity- But if the whole of that union and 
alliance is utterly incapable of ſupport on the 
goſpel conſtitution ; then the cauſe of non-con- 
formity, and the rights of 9 8 en 

muſt be that of — liberty. 1 


| Might we not, with too much proprize 25 c 
apply a citation, before taken from 1 erty 8 
t advocate, MIL Tow, None can love free- 
dom heartily, but good men; the reſt loye not 
freedom, but licence; which never hath more 
ſcope, or more indulgence than under tyrants.” 
An obſervation that will account for the decline 
of its intereſt, not only in any nation, but in any 
leſſer community, And this has great force, 
** ſince-no pretence of liberty of. conſcience can 
lye againſt natural religion: for it is the govern- 
ment of nature upon conſcience, or of conſcience 
upon itſelf. In other coords, the laws winch bind 


conſcience are its Hoervy. Yn 1 


In this 5 the 1 l not TY M 
derſtood to ſuggeſt, that all conformiſts are ene- 
t to liberi 0 a, PI 's HOG he has 
| fully 


— — 3 5 | — 
Sec Liberty i Comfience, zn its: ponies Kc. pub- 
liſhed; 16815 her 1 ny 0 gane Wee written np 
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fully proved, that all civil church-eſtabliſhment, 


is incompatible with fuch liberty : for there are 


found great and moſt obvious . inconſiſtencies 


both in conformiſts and in non-conformiſts. All 
he would. intend, is, to aſſert, that the rights 
of conſcience will only find conſiſtent tee 


in men who are truly moral: and that an abate- 


ment of zeal in this divine cauſe, or the decline 

of a proteſtant-diſſent, too ſtrongly imports, in 
Miltonic phraſe, a love of licence, and not of free- 
dom.” The government Y conſcience el rife 2 
Has been ns FRA 


Let my u ths ks own choice: and 
here I will take my leave of him, as an hiſto- 
rian, and finiſh the ſtrictures: on civil and reli- 


gious liberty; wherein, I truſt, with ſome good 
evidence has been ſhewn, to what and to whom 


they have principally owed their exiſtence wy 
8 in theſe. iſlands, 
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an- examen into ts be applied 5 97 Gods church | 
or n. | 


H E 158 has been of opinion, = 
= not any thing can be more proper than 
this concomitant to the Palladium: ſince the 
ſubject of religious liberty will be beſt under- 
ſtood from an apoſtle, whoſe profeſſed buſineſs it 
was to propagate the divine principle, and ſet 
men free from the chains and fetters of prieſt! y 
_ and. princely tyranny, which had been every 
where exerciſed over conſcience. No inſpired 
teacher can be found better informed in the 
teachings of Jeſus, or in the nature of the king- | 
dom of God, than he who expreſly ſaid, he 
kingdom of God is not meat and drink but ri gbre⸗ | 
ouſneſs, and peace, and. Joy in the holy 899. Rom, 
XIV, 17. 


St. Paul's epiſtles are allowed to be thoſe mo- 
numents of antiquity, which give the ſtate of a 
chriſtian profeſſion, both in Greece and Rome, 
during the apoſtolic age. Their contents, with 
St. Lues hiſtory of the acts of the apoſtles, 
are the only authentic memoirs of thoſe times, 
re _ the prej judices and * of both 
* e 


wh 24 
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the infidel and believer; and likewiſe the peril- 
ous and painful condition of the profeſſor. 


> 


Among thoſe people to whom this epiſtle was 
written, an unhappy diſagreement had ariſen 
about the obſervance of meats. and days. Some 
Fus, were very tenacious of their ancient ritu- 
al: others, were become more indifferent: and 

again, there were gentilè converts, who thought 

themſelves abſolutely free from any fort of obli- 
gation to the ceremonial obſervance. In this 
diverſity of opinion, the apoſtle would have 
them behave with the courteouſneſs, affability, 
and decency of brethren ; and in earneſt conſult, 
mutually, the credit and honour of their chriſ- 
tian profeſſion. © For, ſays he, uo man liveth 
to bimſelf; and no man dieth to himſelf: but 
whether doe live, we live unto the Lord; or whe- 
ther we die, wwe die unto the Lord. q.d. We 
verily are a ſacred community; members of a 
divine ſyſtem, an heavenly polity ; and are not 
atliberty to indulge anyone irregular, or injurious 
paſſion towards one another. Beſides, the un- 
Charitable ſpirit and behaviour is extremely dan- 

| gerous ; © /ince we muſt all appear before the judg- 
ment ſeat of Chriſt ; for every knee ſhall bow to 
him, and every tongue confeſs to God.” We ought 
not therefore 70 deſtroy him ⁊vith our meat for 
whom Chriſt died; nor grieve him by any cere- 
monious obſervance. Our good, ſays St. Paul, 
ſhould not be evil ſpoken of ; for the kingdom of 
God is not meat and drink, &c. i To. 


It 
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eſſential idea, the actual efficacious exerciſe of 


e ech and protection, on the part of the 
of a choſen ſubjection and undiſturbed 
eg on the part of the peo ople.” In the 
A vin? En dom there is to be underſtood, the ho- 
ligeſs' of God, 7. e. the exertion of every divine 
attribute, in ati inceffant care and ſuperinten- 
dence, or in the exerciſe of dominion And in 
the rational creatures he governs, a choſen ſub- 
jeQion, a cheerful obedience, Feb el confidence 
and dependence on his effica 
The'kingdom of God here intends, his moral 
ernment, or that ſyſtem of His rule, which 
ae the — 55 ſcheme of his truth and 
It is ive times, by way of eminence, 
ed by St. Matthew, the kingdom of God. 
| fie 25 St. John: and many times ſpoken of 
our Lord as the kingdom of heaven, becauſe of 
its emphatical foblimny : and bleſſednels. eee 


st. Paul indes us, of wht; it Hes nor, A 
of what it het conſiſt. A capital diſtinction, 
that will PRE our W WR w. we en- 
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1. What OY ene by che Ros meat. 


al drink, when denotin what does r not apper- 
tain to the kingdom « of 50d ? * 5 


II. What are che effentia nel of that 
kingdom ? 1 
| The 


ous intuition. 


7 


J God's Keel. — Wpp 


The metaphors, meat and fink; undoubt- 
by denote, any canon or "tem of ritual 
ap ceremony. Among Jenes, theſe politive 
appointments. were local and. temporary, de- 
ſigned for Tudea, and confined to the ages of 
the Hebrew republic. At the ſame time, it is 
ighly probable that the difference of clean and 
wnclean meats, had a primary reſpect to the bo- 


dily health of this caſtern people. And becauſe 
of 425 heat of that country or climate, and their 


liableneſs to cutaneous diſtempers, they were 


| a5 . enjoyned frequent ablutions, or waſhin = 


of the body; and cleanſings allo of their gar- 
ments and houſes. They had likewiſe an in- 
ſtitution of ceremonious oblation and ſacrifice, 

proper to preſerve a national ſenſe of dependence 
on almighty care, and the protection of a ect 
providence. conſtantly exerciſed over them. i 
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—_ * N, B. Xa any 15 will e th, cer- 
tainty, the divine authority of the Old Teſtament 
writings; perhaps the records they contain of the 
diſtinguiſbe Providence of God apparently exerciſed 
over Hrael, is the moſt concluſive evidence, or ar- 
ament to convince men; under this laſt diſpenſa- 
tion; ſince the propheſy which had its fulfilment in 
the Maſiab, will be found inſeparably connected 
with that divine conduct towards the Hebrew na- 
tion. For if we believe the prophecies by 
and the prophets, and thoſe made to Abraham. the 
father of that people, we muſt allow the propriety 
and pertinence of a ſpecial divine pee 
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On the contrary, there is not any thing cere- 
'monial, local, or diſtin uiſhing in the. goſpel 
inſtitution : the wall 655 artition is quite anc 
for ever broken down. Fhe lang guage of our 
"= 5 ak is, t hear and all, 10 that 

which goeth into the mouth defileth the man; but 
that which cometh out of the mouth, this de efileth 4 
man. — And his apoſtle ſays, meat does not com- 
mend us to Gol; for neither if, we eat, are we 
the better ; neither if wwe eat not, are ae the 
or ſe. Even the humbling pennance, the 
mortifying ſcheme of abſtinence, when either 
of our own, or of church-appointment, cannot 
be of any avail in recommending man to the di- 
vine favour ; foraſmuch as the kingdom of God 
does not conſiſt, either in fafting or in fraſting. 
That. the mere abſtinence ſhould render him 
more acceptable, is impoſſible: becauſe what- 
ever does appertain to the knigdom of God, is, 
in its own nature, univerſal, immutable, and 
eternal. Whereas meats are for the belly, and 
the belly for meats ; but God ſhall deſtroy both it 
and them. Whatever proviſions can Kam be 
made for the indulgence of the animal life, 
extend no farther than the tranſient, tempo- 
raty bodily convenience. But the means, we all 
know, cannot be more noble than the end. Con- 
ſequently, what is material and corruptible can- 
not become ſpiritual and immortal: ſo that ho— 
lineſs, affixed, by the church, to ritual and ce- 
remony, is an argument of nothing leſs than 
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che Ieading deſite of the mind will ever be ex- 
pteſſſve of the moſt rational and uſeful exerciſe 
"ef all our Faculties And powers: for, by 4 daily 
Attention ufitch and n diligent Tively practice of 
very divine and foctal virtue, we . and 
eſtabliſh in the habitudes of rightecufneſe; and 
qualified for a decent deportmenk, 
Hont the e l Jainful = 
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Mig gbrronſnef, as an e pr con- 


1 Weben Gee kingdom, is, an internal, Ba! 
Pieual, active Principle, in i the breaſt of man. 


Moral rectitude is his ſentimental taſte. 
has his f attention, in all he deſires, and in 
Ache dots. The whole exhibition made of the 
uch and r ef God, is Jefigned to aid" and 
Produee this Very juſt diſpofition n. et ſuch is 
ie ablokite freedom and inflependence of — 
Human mind; that it is capable of a e 

non fis * information; a * | 
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J ;Gop's RINGDoM... #47 
has ability of ſuch deſpotiſim, as can proſtitute 
all its powers, and ſuffer a dehauch of all its 
paſſions. Whenever this is the caſe, neither 
the divine, nor any human law has any due in- 
Hucnce.” But if the divine Jaw, wich all, ts 
ſanctions, is not equal to the controul and go. 


aſſert a ſovereignty, and abe in Gi the 
1 4 SAILS A the-deity 
makes no, uſe ob cumpulſon, in prder io his crea. 
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Human laws are impotent, becauſe they take 


EX. 


hars, and perjured perſons.: and yet, the Jaw of 
God, in its tremendous ſanction, does not ope- 
kate at all againſt any righrecus perſon: i, é. 
1 e e e 9 
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A Against; any man, who has a firſt and conſtant 
opard to'the rate of tight, or the law of relation 


dh TOP ents hte aid x bt! de be u 
br - deemed * eps by the law,; for jt, _— 
ſon, Br. becauſe they have violated that law + 
al Gert this" very 15 5 it is that they are de- 
feminated, .finnexs. ' Fur by the lu is the Brow 
ae of fin. They muſt therefore have ano- 

ther flafdard of * Juſtification 3 and that is, che 
free rey and Wipe jon of God, which ab- 
folves from co? rg 0 * men N "Rr 


Ws eee ey Kip ration ; of 
fin; * * Ar V1 en c 5 
feſſions, by ritual and ſacrifioe; and — 5 
very individual ſinner with aby of attzin- 
g to 7:7Þteouſnefs, without any burthenſorne 
ve 1yrmbet of his mitence and recon? 
ation. Hence the penitent ſinner is laid to 
be June, ot made righteons by faith; 7, . 
by faith” exerciſed p prope in the mercy, ot 
 gootineſs of God. Na uf righteouſ< 
refs which he had tour, but” y the \mercy of God, 
be is" ſaved, "throkgh the waſhir g of regeneration, N 


eben the renewing of the Pirie © of bolineſs. It is 
not a igt 1 js of , our bum; but ir 7s "the 
rightionneſs hi! 227 Gal 4 by faith.” The — 


-of 15 tance, which was eber from the beg 

di, repentance” arid reformation of fe | 
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ritual. In this attribute of God's kingdom; 
neither the prigſt nor the prince can have influ- 
ence; becauſe there is not any thing on which 
his authority can faſten. TD 


. . Secondly, another attribute, or conſtituent of 
God's kingdom, is peace. Indeed the great fun- 

damental, when once well eſtabliſhed, will be 
2 certain, unfailing reſource of internal, eſſential 
quietude z inaſmuch as peace is the natural 
contequent of righteouſneſs, A conſequent did 
1 fay 2 the very work of righteouſneſs is peace. It 
is a concomitant. —A. man cannot be conſcious 
of an unſwerving uprightneſs before God, but 
he will have a ſelf-complacency. Thence it 
is we feel an inward calm and compoſure, 


which bids defiance to accident, and looks 
without diſmay on every haughty hand of vio- 


«= 


N ; : 
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Z lence. 


There are {wo orders of ideas, which come 


under this ; conſtituent. | One is, the internal. 


Cltcompoture already mentioned: the other 
is, the ſcttled diſpoſition to preſerve and pro- 


mote peace in thoſe around us. There wil! be 


an utter averſion to any deſign of unhinging or 
diſturbing the tranquility and quiet af others. 


» 
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The reaſons are cogent, and freely offer ;them- | 


ſelves; for, we have none of the miſgivings of 
a narrow, contracted ſelfiſhneſs ; none. of; the 
jealouſies which ariſe from pride, inſincerity 
and hypocriſy ; no apprehenfions which, derive 
from conſcious ps have admiſſion into a 
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breaſt conſtantly thirſting after righteouſneſs 
And notwithſtanding 5 unavoidable ſhade of 
human frailty and infirmity, may, and will ex- 
cite in us an active caution; there will be no 
| 99175 vigour in the ſuſpicion chan what is need- 
to preſerve the humility and modeſty of the 
mind, in all its hope and confidence. This is 
therefore' a kind of peace, which the bleſſed 
Jeſus Calls, his own legacy; and fays of it, my 
eule 1 give anti . as the world, i. e. the 
og or the prince giveth, give I unto pon: let 
ot aus heart be trou M * let it be afraid. 
It is a calm of mind that the apoſtle ſtyles, the 
Peace A God which paſſeth all underſtanding ; and 
that renders che breaſt of n man inwulnerable. 8 1 
i Te third attribute, or SN WR of he 
kingdom of God, is, joy'in the boy ghoſt. The 
human mind is not only. ſo formed, as to ad- 
mit of the ſoothin of ſerenity and peace, the 
fatisfactions of an e tabubed calm, * natural 


refylt of conſcious rectitude; but alſo of thoſe 


proſpects which invite attention, allure expecta- 
tion, and influence: defireofeverlaſting fruition, it 
experienceth ta be altogether as active and real, 
as they are great and admirable ! and we clearly 
ſee ourſelves intereſted in them, as we attain to 
oy and exultation. | Thee tranſp ting —_— 


ee they are ſo > dflinguithed Þ he Thr | 

idiomatical term, the holy” ghoſt. They 

. eng exp epretive 2 F everlaſting 5 
love 


, of Gops, KINGDOM, 1825 
love TY goodneſs, atteſted by. the ſpirit, ot 
Ll of God, under this diſpenſation. . 


"As to the divine teſtimony ; ; it manifeſtly is 18, 85 
in its nature, both external and internal. The 
external, is given by miraculous beſtowments on 
apoſtles, &c.— the internal, is the ſpirit of piety, 
virtue, or holineſs, with which the goſpel in- 
ſtruction inſpires all its genuine profeſſors. 80 
that Joy in the holy ghoſt, will be found to be a 
phraſe, that meaneth neither more nor leſs 
* than that exquiſite, ſublime pleaſure which 
men experience, from the goſpel diſcovery of di- 
vine truth and love. —Izis truly is no forced, 
nor foreign ſenſe; for the goſpel is often called, 
THE SPIRIT.“ Sometimes, the miraculous gifts. 4 
are fo called. And they are ſpoken of perſo- 
_ nally, by the. ee paraclete, or com- 
Forter.— Moreover, becauſe the great God has 
condeſcended to open to us a perſpective of the 


| heavenly world and its felicity, he is hence called, 


the God of all comfort and canſolatton l the Jaller 
of mercies | Correſpondent to which, joy in the a 


boly ghoſt, is a conſtituent of his Kingdom. It 


is true, many have fancied much recondite y. 
ftery in the phraſe ; but without any reaſon or 
argument; ſince our idea ſeems more natural 
and intelligible, and better 5 with the 
ſtrain of apoſtolic language: ſuch as, the chriſ- 
tians being filled with all joy in believing .-—- | 
Their e the word with Joy in ile holy 
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bet. Ihe writiüg Weft things to bein, 
hat their” JOY M br be fili; HHS wirlt che defign 
of the apoſtolic, office, which was, 70 be helpers 
of man's joy-=-It is thereföre Ainewkat difficile 
to iagin Ie, "HW mien, who' read the New Teſ⸗ 
tamen Gritings with any teligious Cate, ſhould 
miffake the meahing of HE? phraſe, / foy it "the 
holy ghoft 9285 4 91 an 2 attribute of the 
| dom of God an import nothing. 
5 that the his k PRO to 91085 the 105 ; 
man rifitid dry tall Under the efficacious im- 
effiohs of the truth Alld Stace of God, made 
upon it by the gol el e e Human 
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velation, "has. a very in mperfe&, crude, and. 
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| of God's KiIxe p. 153 
ten teſtimonies of pardoning mercy, taken from 
the experience of paſt ages, concermng the 
energy and efficacy of faith and and penitence.— 
And as to joy in the boly ghif, this verily 
to him a dream, a reverie, a fond delufi of 
crazy and wild enthuffaſts; foraſmuch as he 
cannot allow that God has ever made one ex- 
preſs gracious promiſe to man ; he con 


is without any idea of what is meant by fuck. 


Joy. He has, he can have no conception of the 
truth and faithfulneſs of God; asit is a ptinci- 


ple with Bim, that no defign, no purpoſe of di- 
vine mercy was eyer once revealed to mankind, 


In his ſyſſem, theſe moral attributes of deity can 
have no place; and the language is to him 
ſtrange, that God can be FAITHFUL and JUST 
to forgive us our fins, and to cleanſe us from all 


unrig bteouſneſi.— Thus it appears, that there is 
imperfection in the ſcheme of 135 tnodiſh 0. 


raliſt, of modern unbeliever, 


Rem. II. The Abc Gel God! 8 kin oo 
dom, is altogether as repugnant, to reaſon, 
truth, and evidence. If it is aſked, what I 
mean by the church-notion ? 1 would anſwer, 


not the opinion which men form honeſtly for 


themſelves of the truth and grace of God; but 
that ſenſe of church, which has, ſince the apo- 
ſtolic age, vulgarly intended, a combination 

of 1 poſe Who Have had the will and the power 
too of impoſing any ſenſe of the New Teſta- 
ment doctrine upon others, and of preſcribing 
to her 1 of faith — worſhip.” Ihe true 
2 * 7 ſenſe 
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A et 5 e But how ex 5 9 8 4 
arrogant for any to aſſume ce an authority of de- 

8 rites and ceremonies ? or affirm, that the 
church has authority in matters of faith,” This 
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is 39 E r both HOPE Chriſt and 
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EM it is e e chat 9 as the N 
golpels and epiſtles lay down no rules about ad- 
E85 ritual and ceremony, the church is to ſee 
to it, that all ORG: * . e and * 
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"Wonderful 0 . it is, that. FS oriefily* 7 

raving, ſhould ever have been thought to be 
reaſoning ; ; when it is ſo very manifeſt, that the 

golpel has not left any inequalities among chriſ- 
tians, and therefore could not leave one ſingle | 
thing eſſential to religion, to the care, orderance, 
or governance of man. It is utterly impoſſible 
it ſhould; when it has expreſly aboliſhed all 
ritual and ceremony; and 25 ſet every indi- 
vidual abſolutely free from all claims of power 
or authority, in matters of faith and worſhip. 
Each individual chriſtian is to form a judgment 
only for. himſelf, upon the goſpel inſtruction, 
COncel ming what does, and What aver not e 
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11 to our e is s the . of a 
ng divine, of the laſt century, —< Re- 
ligion, ſays he, depends upon nothing particu- 
lar, but muſt be the ſame to all nations and 
times: it is all eflence, and has no accidents 
or circumſtances, as it is natural. To pray, is 
natural religion; 7. e, to lift up deſires to God 
with humility and hope: this. is and muſt be 
the ſame without any variation to every man 
in the world. —Beſides, Liberty is the do- 
minion of a rational being over its own actions, 
according to its nature,“ in order to its perm: 
Ws: Las ie „ 
"No man, no 1 ol... men, 9 4 or can 
aſſert a dominion over conſcience, or exerciſe 


authority in God's kingdom; ſince chriſtians 


have but one father, and one maſter, who are, 


both. heavenly. -- That any thing in the leaſt. 
eſſential to religion, cannot be left to the au- 


thorative direction of fallible minds, is demon- 


ſtrable; becauſe righteouſneſs, peace, and joy. in 
tbe- boly ghoſt, are all that do or can appertain 
tg the kingdom of God; and they are things of 


ſuch a nature, as will FE wat of no human ma- 


nagements or modifications ; foraſmuch as they 


arę in themſelves immutable and eternal. No 


energy or efficacy can then be given them, 


either from the wiſdom, {kill, cunning, or even 


force of human authority ;---which is demon- 
1 as ** Sachs WHO Bering the concern 


we „ 


2 172 od Janis pid a ieh 
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1685 4 14:4. Introduction, p. 2. 
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which a man has with his maker. ” A reve- 
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Fence paid to human ordinance or decree; in 
the oro of 8 is e 4 W l 
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| W SH: Erect can poſſibly ibs exer- 

Gled over conſeience even by the civil magiſ- 
trate, however excellent and amiable his cha- 

racter; foraſmuch as God has inveſted man, ſo 
far as he is religious, with an independence on 
all created power; and has committed to him 
the ſole dominion over his own attentions, vo- 
Htions and determinations; and left him ac- 
countable to none but himſelf and his maker: 
and this, without exempting ang "on 1 5 civil 


a0 ſocial e e —> 


N We 3 not aruple to "i; . al dn 
eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhments, do virtually con 
fels, that the temporary advantage, the ſecular 
@quiſition is the aim both of the prieſt and the 
prince; however religion may be — — pre- 
tence. Conſcious of this, ſuch eſtabliſhments 
Have bortowed all their energy and influence 
tom the worldly motive: and without it, could, 

in no age or place, have had the leaſt counte- 
nance or — The church - notion of re- 
Vgion, is thus apparently extravagant, and re- 
pogrant' to reaſon, truth; and evidence. . 
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Neem. I. The een und ſures of ani- 
rholitics. contentions, and confuſions in the 


r n e cannot n to the 
1 1 $5.4 ien 


| of Gov's KoR 4567 


have been known to quarrel, or become en- 
vious, malicious, and hoſtile, from an emulation 


of being more juſt, more decent and regular in 


their aim, diſpoſition, and deportment. Th 
ate not led to hate and perſecute one anothef, 
from a love of Peace They cannot take delight 
in ſcandal, berech and defamation, becauſe 
| they: are acquainted with that. dibine paſſion, 
Joy in the holy 'ghoft.——The' fource bf ill nature, 
bigotry and tanaticiim, will ever” be found in 
things very remote from religion; aye, in thin 
quite reverſe to the kingdom of God, vis. 
wnrighteouſneſs, pride, wanity, and mol: unlencr. — 
A wanton imaginatien has erœated ſomething, 
to Wich men arbitrarily give air of rGigion; 
they” chem ſelves fall down nd' we worſhip this 
antem; and are inſtantly iproveked: and em 


raged, if behers feſule te Jain in hel Ha- 2 | 


But'if religion he not meat and drink, it cannot 


be dreſs and ornament, 3 perſolis er 


places, crucifixes of relics, ima IG intings or 
altars: it cannet eönſiſt in modes and forms of 


kneeling, bowing, cringing, xy frm or chang. 


ing of the bodily poſture ; neither can it have 


any dependence © on der _ of Fee 
. or abolition. 158 710 eee abe 
| een 11:27 S130 Stor qonq 
And as is can we conclude, that the 
religion of the ea, conception, or opinion, will 
not, anno reach | farther than its moral qv 
Bon on the 6 mpe and life. "Fer wen, ben 


** | ſame 


ſpirit and genius of a kingdom which is conſti- 
ited of 7:2bteouſrieſs, peace, and Foy. Men never 


— 


- te 1 Tor 4 4 


Kune eräuicn 9e. notional idea may be religious 
An one man, thlat in another has no religion in 
At at all. eg. Oge man may believe a God, be 
perſuaded of his exiſtence and government, and 


Vet, in works deny him: whilſt another's faith 
In Him, — of all che fruits of plety. 
One may in idea exalt the: man Chriſt Jeſns 
even to an equality, with the. one God; and yet 
an practice diſregard his heavenly. inſtructions: 
whilſt: another, who: conceives of him as no 
other than the ene Lord, the miniſter of the 
ene God, may be influenced thereby conſcien- 
ciouſly to keep all his commandments. It. i 18 
therefore extremely vain in any to e to 
orthodoxy- in His opinions, when they have no 
influence on his temper, and produce no con- 
fiſtency-i In, his character. It is equally abſurd 
zn any to moleſt the quiet of others becauſe of 
theorical, ſpeculative; or ſentimental difference, 
in matters which relate to faith or worſhip. 
Nene but fanatics will ever dare to fit in judg- 
ment upon the conſcienees of others. What 
gan we then think or ſay of thoſe modern enthu 
Faſts, who ſeruple not to exclude from the king- 
dom of God, thoſe who cannot pronounce thei 
Shibboketh?. and who do not communicate with 
them in their myſteries ?. Both papiſt, and nor 
minal proteſtant of this complexion, are, in tha 
proper ſenſe of the term, fanatical in their reli- 
us Feines 5 489 vn 1811550 22 1 nA 
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of mankind the moſt adorable conceptions ; ; as 
it carries their thoughts into the heavenly;-and 
finiſhed ſtate of that kingdom. From the Tpitit 
of freedom found in the following eitation, it 
will be in point to take along with ue che ke 
mony of an archbiſpop. . It is, ſays he, (* Jeu 
ing of the beaventy world,) 1 4 ſiats of perfect 
* jove and friendſhip: enen. —— be nothing 
ce but kindneſs and goo there, and all 
e the prudent arts of ee and wis 
« ways of rendering converſation mutuallypk 
« ſant to one another. And what greater Hap- 
« pineis can be i imagined; than to converſe 
< freely with ſo many excellent perſons, With 
* out any thing of folly and diſguiſe, of fea- 
« Jouſy of" Seſiph upon one another ? for then 
ba there will be none of thoſe vices and paſſens 
* of c totſheſs and arfibition; of Lenvyes and { 
& hatred, f wrath and Peeviſhneſs, which do 
« now ſo much ſpoil the pleaſure and diſturb | 
* the quiet of mankind. All quarrels and con- | 
ce tentions, ſchiſms and diviſions will then be | 
« effectually hindered, not by force, but by 
love: not by c ompulſion, but by that cha- ö 
de rity which never fails : and all thoſe contro- | 
4 verſies in religion, which are now ſo hotly 
Xe; agitated, will then be finally determined, not 
* Ag doe endeavour to end them how, by M ANONS 
ce n DECREES, tcl a perfect dul ke and 
ene, . 
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I ee We jug 
i c. human authority, has a rev 
Plexienzto the kingdom of Deb” S0.thar if 
We gan forma judgment of the heayenty edition 


of that kingdom, it Su gart nente ch are at- 


temipered. by varie, am bi, n, Pride, illanatüre 


fand malevolenoe 
 Meaſkre. 


NRNHN i will thew.,.thatevery : 
of detexmining;controverly,: by canons 
au Arend, arg antirchriſtian; and, can only be 
connenanced h clergy, who have no juſt 
eki m. ſof. God. ut 
78 — pl dhe perfec- 
tion v trath-and gods in che lone and friend- 
ip af:the,heaveply ward 3; qun.gonceptions of 
Goellis kingdom, grenfull of admiration and 


Praiſe ln A conſtitutien it is whigh gives to the 
_ anflyence of 4r4tþ;91 its divine, anergies;; nnd 


that-;furhiſhes every ,pleaſing, jeu fruition, 
that ban -derive;from the divine impreſſion of 
dove. Hi eoilivib 1 2 lic 0 iin 7 25 
ch. 2e e vg ort , borabriid tus by 5 


ee ua ain). n 
ſeluesto in the provinge off religion, Mel are only 
cable and 


and ;accauntable to the ane God. 
And het, men „may juſtiy conclude. A; want 


of religian in us, y any avert-atts of im- 
piety ani vice ; r hy Ohſerving the; ſovereigniy 


of luſt and paſſion, of pride, ambition, avaxice, 
. ac or ſenſuality : but where the temper 


xerous and ſociable, the relative duties 


ba * the decencies.and deco- 
rums 
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rums of humanity habitually . we can 
make no farther judgment of ſuch a character, 


but chat of ſuppoſing it to be ſubje to God's 
ELingabm. And becauſe we are able to calculate 
the pleaſing felicitating tendencies of moral rec- 


titude, in the final fruitions of being, we can- 


not but be raviſhed with the divine conſtitution ! 
So that at preſent, we may, in a good ſenſe, be 
aid to © have our cover ſation in heaven, from 


 4pbence wwe lot for the Saviour to change our vile 


bodies, and faſhion them like to his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby he is able even 
to ſubdue all things unto himſelf.” —In other 
words, we may, with confidence, expect Cer 
long to be woith him where he is, 10 behold the 
l which the father bath given him.” For 7 
we know, by Experictios,” & that the work 
righteouſneſs is peace; ſo we may be n. 


the effect * will ** e efiranc | 


| for ever,” |, 


"Rem. V. Pore is the nature of the kingdom 


of God, chat it affords a ſyſtem of idea, which 
of all others: is the moſt rational, real, and. ſa- 


tisfactory to the human mind. The different, 


the diverſe plans of operation and fruition are 
all of them unmeaning, inconſiſtent, and un- 


ſatisfactory, when examined with an impartial, 
diligent, accurate eye. But the divine evidence 


of the truth of this conſtitution, ariſes to a ſtrict 
demonſtration. So that no man, who will ac- 
countably uſe his powers of attention, judg- 
_ and. — Py refuſe to profeſs har 
l 


1582 We AposT zLICAL IDEA, Ge. | 
A. a ſubject of Gods moral kingdom; fince 


his liberty, his conſiſtence, his quiet, his haps 
kane, can 8 Go: me reſult of ſuch fu a ion. 


CRT? : 


vr 15 nds a onclyſon 17 the . 


ve this n into the apoſtolical ae * 
"ts church or king dom of God, the hiſtory of 
Uberty contained :; the Palladium will have | 
countenance; and the truth and ratio of the 
evidence,” 'Aa " confirming impreſfion upon the 
unpreudiced. and impartial mind. The author 
re reſumes to have pleaded the cauſe of LIBERTY, 
ut warping from truth, or wreſting, and 
torturing its evidence; and he humbly? 10pes 
Tome. ſervice may be done, by this examen into 


he rs idea of God's 8 Wale or * ig; 
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